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| FAO MEETING IS TOLD THAT FISH PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS ADD WEIGHT TO MEAT ANIMALS

More and better beefsteaks as a result of fish protein supplement in the diet
of cattle is a distinct possibility, according to speakers at Monday's session of
the FAO International Conference on Fish in Nutrition. The conference is being
held in the State Department building in Washington, D. C.

The Saturday and Monday sessions dealt with the use of fish and fishery
products in the field of animal nutrition. While most of the topic of this day's
session related to the enhancing of the world's protein supply via feeding fishery
products to cattle, poultry and swine, those who delight in soft fur coats were not
entirely forgotten as evidenced by a report on the use of fish products in mink
feeding.

The discourses which ranged from subjects as widely separated as the binding
of the amino acid lysine in herring press-cake in England to the excellent results
of the anchovy-sweet potato diet for Peruvian hogs stressed two things--that
fishery products can meke a big contribution to the land-based animal protein supply
and that there are many things which are still unknown about the best use of fishery
products in animal feeding,

Considerable interest was exhibited in statements showing that a fish protein
supplement to the rough vegetable diet of cattle aided materially in the digestive
process, and that there was a distinct increase in the rate of growth and in the
addition of poundage. More studies on why this occurs and studies of the effect of
fish protéin supplement on milk production is planned.

Discussion at a previous session dealt with the use of fishery products in the

diet of underfed persons in underdeveloped areas and of well fed persons in highly
developed Nations. Discussions highlighted the importance of the amino acids in
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fish protein to the adequate and propérly balanced diet necessary for human
welfare, regardless of area or financial status.

During Monday's session was the admonition, especially from the Australians,
that the world still had a lot of pasture upon which to provide animal protein.
This was supplemented by those who pointed out the ability of cattle to utilize
feed which non-cud chewing animals would not touch and that the value of this food
would be greatly increased by proper additions of fish protein.

Details of experiments with poultry feeding, corn-soybean diets with fish
supplements and the use of fish meal and fish solubles in animal feeding were
presented,

Those on the program of the use of fishery products in animal feeding included;
A, M. Leroy, Institut National Agronomique, Paris, France; Knut Breirem, Asmund
Ekern, Thor Homb, Harald Hvidsten and 0la Ulvesll, all of the Institute of Animal
Nutrition, Vollebekk, Norway; R. Braude, National Institute for Research in Dairy-
ing, University of Reading, Shinfield, England; J, Baelum, National Research
Institute for Animal Husbandry, Copenhagen, Demmark; Philip J. Schaible, Fur Animal
Project, Department of Poultry Science, Michigan State University, East Lansing,
Michigan, U.S.A.; T. D. Runnels, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware, U.S.A.;
D. G. Snyder, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Fishery Technology Laboratory, College
Park, Maryland, U.S.A.; L. M. Potter, Department of Poultry Science, Virginia Poly-
technic Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia, U.S.A.; W. J. Pudelkiewicz, Lorna Webster,
L. D. Matterson, all of the University of Comnecticut, Storrs, Connecticut, U.S.A.;
J. R. Couch, Department of Poultry Science, Texas Agricultural and Mechanical
College System, College Station, Texas, U.S.A.; A. A. Camp, Texas Agricultural
Experiment Station, Gonzales, Texas, U.S.A.; C. R. Creger, Department of Biochem-
istry and Nutrition, Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College System, College
Statlon, Texas, U.S.A.; H. M. Scott, W. F. Dean, A. Aguilera, R. E. Smith, all of
the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, U.S.A.; Shigeo Murayama, Masaaki
Yanase, both of Tokai Regional Fisheries Research Laboratory, Fisheries Agency,
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Tokyo, Japan; K. J. Carpenter, School of
Agriculture, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, England; C. H. Lea, Low Tempera-
ture Research Station, Cambridge, England; R. G. Warner, C. F. Bassett, R. P.
Abernathy, all of the Department of Animal Husbandry, Cornell University and U.S.
Fur Animal Experiment Station, Ithaca, New York, U.S.A.
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