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DUCK STAMP SALES SHOW SLIGHT INCREASE

Duck stamp sales for the 1960-61 season totaled 1,727,534, almost 100,000
higher than the 1,628,365 of the previous year, but far below the record of
2,369,940 sold in 1956, the Department of the Interior reported today. This is
the second straight year sales have totaled less than two million stamps.

Fish and Wildlife Service officials attribute the decrease from the 1956
record sale primarily to the reduction in waterfowl numbers resulting from the
prolonged drought in important waterfowl production areas. The modest improvement
in nesting ground success in 1960 is reflected in the 100,000 increase in the sale
of stamps.

While conservationists and philatelists buy the duck stemp, most of the
purchases are made by waterfowl hunters. The record of sales, therefore, is
considered the most authentic aveilable index of waterfowl hunters per flyway.

The 1960-61 sales per flyway, with the previous fiscal year's figures in
parentheses, follows:

Atlantic Flyway 265,195 (233,246), up 31,949; Central Flyway 383,449
(370,776), up 12,673; Mississippi Flyway 746,643 (707,649), up 38,994; Pacific
Flyway 327,204 (310,861), up 16,343; Philatelic Agency 5,043 (5,833), down 790.

Minnesota, 1959's leader with 118,624 stamps, continued to set the pace in
1960 with 139,065, more than 3,000 ahead of California's 135,809. Wisconsin
hunters purchased 109,875 stamps; Texas hunters 106,144.

California's increase of 21,315 sales was the biggest gain recorded.

The first stamps went on sale on August 14, 1934, as the result of legisla-
tion passed by Congress in March of that year. The price of that stamp was $1.
In 1949, Congress passed legislation raising the price to $2; the $3 price became
effective July 1, 1959. The sales in 1934 amounted to 635,000 stamps. In 1939,
sales reached the million mark. The sales, which were less than a million and a
half during World War II, jumped to 1,725,505 in 1946 and then to 2,016,819 in
1947, Five times since then, sales have dropped below the two million mark--in
1948, 1950, 1951, 1960, and 1961,

A record of the sales by States is attached,
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING STAMP SALES - 1960-61 SERIES
JULY 1, 1S60 TO JUNE 30, 1961

ATLANTIC FLYWAY STATES

Connecticut.eeosesreerses
Delavare.ssesarasaresnresrs
District of Columbia.....
Florida..sesnsesssesesses
GeOorgit.eescessroaessarane
Maine,.vsececarocnrencsa
Marylend..esesesecsrorons
MassachusettB.ccivssvnacs
New Hampshire...csoeceeses
New Jersey.esoseescseacss
New YOorKeeceessosovoaones
North Carolin@.secesceons
Pennsylvani@escescesncecay
Rhode Islan@..cceceeesane
South Carolin@...ecceeaes
Vermont.ceoeeosncscananes
Virginia.ccoveeacessaosras
West Virginia.cecessesoss
Puerto RiCOvevcnecssncees

Su‘btotal‘..---..c-.

CENTRAL FLYWAY STATES '

Colorado.scveateacnsnasas
Kansas.seveeossecrsnssons
Montan&.eeceseneenesonans
Nebraska.seveeeesssornssen
New MexicO.ieiveennssonns
North Dakot@..eveveanasns
Oklahoma-,-----....u.n.-
South Dakot@.veecoroeosons
- PeXBBeaeeverrvecreavvoses
Wyoming..eevevrensenanens

Bubtotaleseroesoe

8,485

MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY STATES

Alabama. cseseseeses 10,879
6,229 Arkansas. eoeeeeeses L3,6L2
1,378 I111iN0iBenesvarcane 78,722
23,664 Indiang..eeeesenes, 29,935
6, 368 TOWB s evenrronronnns 49,657
10,730 Kentucky.eoeeooense 9, 500
17,707 Louisiang....e..... 63,741
17,736 Michigan....oeeeus. 84,284
b, 433 Minnesota..seeee0es 139,065
17,890 Mississippieeeeacs. 13,808
64,045 MisBOUTL.tvervenens 49,103
21,972 ObdOeevaconananinns 39, 057
30, 747 TENNESSEC. « e vvsees 25,375
2,130 Wisconsin.......... 109,875
10,647
3,803 Subtotel.... 7hb,BL3
15,139 ‘
1,743
349
. 265,195
PACIFIC FLYWAY STATES
30, 981 Alaské...ovesssesas 11,315
50,806 - ArizZona...veveneess 7,039
2k, 226 California......... 135,809
46,106 Id8hO. et vesrnasnsess 25,633
5,822 Nevada..oeeeeoreoss 1,736
31,517 Oregon...peevevesss 49,536
32, 506 Utah: vevsveesseoes 23,700
41,979 Washington:.seesee. 66,416
106,144 Hawadl.o veovenone . 11
7,302 _
Subtotal........ 327,20k
383,449 -
ATLANTIC FLYWAY STATES... 265,195
MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY STATES... Th6,643
CENTRAL FLYWAY STATES... 383,449
PACIFIC FLYWAY STATES ... 327,204
PHILATELIC AGENCY... 5,043
GRAND TOTAL... 1,727,53k




