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INTERIOR REPORT INDICATES POSSIBILITY OF SEA LION INDUSTRY 

Research to control the Steller sea lion which too often wreaks havoc on 

fishing gear and catches during harvest time and which is accused of preying on 

valuable fishing stocks at other times may result in a new industry, according to 

a report issued recently by the Department of the Interior. 

The bulletin summarizes an expertmental sea lion harvest conducted by a 

commercial fishing company under contract with the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, 

Fish and Wildlife Service, Pertinent information from earlier biological studies 

is included in the report. 

The experimental harvest yielded more than 200 tons of high-protein ground 
meat which was sold through established channels to fur farmers feeding mink. The 
report notes a big demand for high-p..otein, low-fat, meat by the fur farms and 
fish hatcheries of western and midwestern States. Possibilities for other uses 
exist but these are dependent upon a stable annual harvest. Sea lion meat is 
about 73 percent water, five percent fat, and more than 20 percent protein. 

Numerous complaints have been made by fishermen and fishing companies for a 
number of years concerning the depredations of sea lions. There has been no 
incentive to control the sea lion by annual harvest because the hide is practically 
valueless for commercial use and because there was little or no apparent market for 
the meat commensurate with the cost of harvest. 

The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries studies and those conducted by the 
Fisheries Research Institute of the University of Washington and the Alaska Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game indicate that there are enough sea lions in Alaskan water to 
support a commercial operation. There are an estimated 150,000 sea lions in the 
Alaska area. The Bureau says in its report "providing that facilities for 
processing can be improved the potential for a commercial operation is high". The 
Bureau recommends that specialized equipment should be used to reduce the amount 
of labor required to process the 2000 pound carcasses. 
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A n  add i tiona l  haza rd  is th e  w e a the r , th e  repor t says. Dur ing  th e  b reed ing  
season , wh ich  is th e  bes t tim e  to  harves t, th e  sea  l ions occupy  rooker ies  a long  
th e  w indswep t A laska Pen insu la . A t tim e s  i nc lemen t w e a the r  m a k e s  harves tin g  
imposs ib le .  

Dur ing  th e  expe r imen ta l  ha rves t th e  h a r e m  bul ls  c o m p o s e d  m o s t o f th e  kill. 
The i r  p laces  we re  taken  i m m e d i a te ly  by  bache lo r  bul ls.  Harves t o f m a le an ima ls  
wou ld  l ikely n o t dec rease  th e  he rd  apprec iab ly  fo r  a  l ong  whi le.  If s tudies 
ind icate th a t a  sha rp  reduc tio n  in  th e  he rd  is necessary ,  th e  harves t wou ld  have  
to  inc lude  fe m a l e  sea  l ions. 

A n y o n e  in terested in  commerc ia l  ha rves t o f sea  l ions shou ld  acqua in t h imse l f 
wi th b o th  th e  Federa l  a n d  A laska S ta te  f ishery regu la tions . 

A  lim ite d  n u m b e r  o f th e  publ icat ion,  Spec ia l  S cientif ic E e p o r t- -Fisher ies 
N o . 3 7 1 , is ava i lab le  a t th e  F ish a n d  W ildl i fe Serv ice , D e p a r tm e n t o f th e  In ter ior ,  
W a s h i n g to n  2 5 , D . C . 
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