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SECRETARY SEATW CREATES IZEMBEX NATIr’NAL WILPLIFE RAGE IN ALASJU 

Se?retsry ?f the Intcricr Fred A. Soaton today :;nncunced establishment of the 

Izembsk National Wildlife R.angc in Alaska I The range embreccs about 649 square 

n!ile!s on thp north side of the Alaska Peninsula, the long arm reaching cut and 

joining the Aleutian Islands. This ccnfirms an application for withdrawal, having 

the effect nf segregating the land frym entry, which was originally filed in 1942. 

Secretary Seaton said t'r,c> Izombek Naticnal Wildlif? Range ccntains the most 

important r.oncentrsticn point for Faterfowl in Alaska. Gigantic flights cf ducks, 

geese and shorebirds converge through this area in the spring and fall. The area 

also su-pports many large brown bears and herds of Stone'S CarikJU. 

The Izembek National Wildlife Range is near the western end ?f the Alaska 
Per.ins+LLa. Within its boundaries are rangeland, tidel;;nd and t>Jndra of iznmbek 
Fay, Cold Eay, and Morzhovoi Ray, including a gross of about 649 square miles 1-f 
land and V;ater. State-oxned inland navigable wa t'sr aress are net inc.luded in the 
Range. F'Lrthermnre, the Range dce; not include any lands or Tn;aters granted to th;? 
State of Alaska by virtue of the Alaska StatC:hood Act. 

Secretary Seaton explained that the Range nil1 Continue, as bar; been the CRSF 
for the rsst eight ye;irs, tc bP cinsc?? to all forms of dispcsitinn under the pu'clic 
land le~:s including the mining but net the) mineral le;;aing laws, Any m.inerai. 
leasing would be done under -the protect.ivG- safeguards of the Cepartaent's wildlife 
land-leasing laws. 

The qrea's isolation and extreme climatic renditions havn largely prevented 
settlement in the area. Natives will ccntinue to hav? the right to hunt, fish and 
trap game animals and game birds in acpordanpe with the lag. 

The Izsnbek National Wildlife Range is primarily a feeding ground. Its 
biggest asset is the enorm~s amount ?f eel grass produ,:,ed in the shallow waTers 
of Izembek Eay and in marshes along the coasts of c;ther bays and lagocns, The c?l 



grass, along wi.th grasses and berries produced on the tundra, attract hundreds of 
thousands of vl~aterfou'i---partlcularI~ &ant, Emperor geese, and lesser Canada 
geese. 

Funds for deVe~opX?nt, operaticn and maintenance of this and other new wild- 
life management areas in Alaska will be requested from the next Congress. 

Establishment of the Ran&e marks the end of an effort which began nearly 
20 years ago when first steps were taken to protect Tiildlife in this area, 
Freservaticn cf the area in public ownership as a major link in the -Nation's 
wildlife system will assure conservation of the valuable wildlife feeding and 
habitat area, Secretary Seaton said,. 

A complete description of the affected lands and the terms of the withdrawal 
order will be published in the Federal Register. .--- A map showing the general 
location of the Range is attached. 
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