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INTERICR APPCRTICNS FISH AND GAivIE RESTCRATICN FUNDS TO STATES 

Federal Aid funds totaling $21,425,402 have been apportioned to the States 

for their fish and game restoration programs for the year ending June 30, 1961, 

Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton announced today. This includes the 

partial apportionment of $12,800,000 made available to the States on July 1. 

Of the total amount $15,589,708 is for the restoration of game and $5,835,6?4 

is for the restoration of fish. 

The current appropriations exceed the 1960 total by $812,624 despite the fact 

that the 1960 total included the last of five annual l'backloglt payments of 

$2,693,494 each. (In 1955 the Congress authorized the appropriation, over a five- 

year period, of the reserve of $13,467,468 which had accumulated from 1939 to 1946 

;vhen Congress did not appropriate total receipts annually from the excise tax on 

sporting arms and ammunition.) The apportionment for the restoration of game for 

last year was $15,312,778 including the backlog; the apportionment for fish 

restoration was $5,300,000 for that year. 

These funds are derived from Federal excise taxes collected from the manu- 
facturers --an 11 percent tax on sporting guns and ammunition for the restoration 
of game (Pittman-Rcbertson Act, approved September 2, 1937) and a 10 percent tax 
on fishing rods, reels, creels and artificial lures, baits and flies (Dingell- 
Johnson Act, approved August 9, 1950). Both taxes apply on the manufacturer's 
price. 

The programs are administered by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Funds are apportioned in accordance with formulas prescribed by Federal laws 
based upon the area of each State and the number of license holders in the State 
during the base fiscal year. In the distribution of wildlife restoration funds, 
one-half of the funds available for distribution is divided among the States 
according to the ratio which the area of each State bears to the total area of all 
the States and one-half in the ratio which the number of paid hunting license 
holders in each State bears to the total number of paid hunting license holders in 
all States during the prescribed period. 

Funds in aid of fish restoration are apportioned similarly with 40 percent of 
the available funds divided on the basis of area and 60 percent on the basis of 
sport fishing license holders. The maximum apportionment to any State for either 
program is limited by law to five percent of the total, while the minimum appor- 
tionment for game restoration is one-half percent and for fish restoration one 
percent. 

This year, the maximum amount which can be received by any State for the 
restoration of game is $735,100; the minimum is $73,510. Alaska and Texas received 
the maximum amount; Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Vermont received the minimum. For the restoration of fish the maximum is $272,750 
and the minimum is $54,550. Texas, California and Alaska received t.he maximum 
amOUnt; Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island, Vermont and West Virginia received the minimum. 

Guam, which became eligible for Federal Aid in 1958, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands each received $10,000 a year for game restoration programs and 
$10,000 each for fish restoration. 

Federal Aid money is matched by State money on the basis of not to exceed 
$3 Federal Aid to $1 State funds, although according to the provisions of the Acts 
the States carry out all projects with their own funds, and are reimbursed for up 
to 75 percent of project costs. 

To obtain the benefits of the Federal grants, the States submit project 
proposals to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. When Federal Aid projects 
are approved by the Bureau, the State fish and game departments proceed to carry 
out the plans, spending their own funds. The States then submit reimbursement 
claims not to exceed 75 percent of the costs of the project, either periodically 
or at the completion of the work. All equipment, lands, and structures become the 
property of the States. All project workers are hired by the States and are State 
employees-. 

Apportionments to the 50 States for fiscal year 1961 for both fish and wild- 
life projects are attached. 
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