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FARK POND FISHIIJG SURVZ CO?!PLX'IED 

More than 20 million man-day s of recreational fishing were provi.ded in 1959 

to at least five million persons as a result of the farm pond fish stocking pro- 

gram of the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Iatericr reports. 

A recent survey conducted by the Bureau of Spor t Fisheries and bKldlife indi- 

cates that one-fourth of all persons fishing in fresh water in 1959 fished at 

least once in a pond that had been stocked by the Bureaur Between 30 and 40 

thousand ponds are stocked annually with fish produced at the national fish hatch- 

eries* Largemouth bass an.d bluegill sunfish were the primary species used in the 

stocking program while redear sunfish were stocked in combination with the blue- 

gills in the southeaster: States and channel catfish were stocked in 155 ponds in 

the southwest. 

One thousand ponds over a 2%State area which had been stocked in 1957, were 
selected at random and covered by the survey, The survey was conducted by per- 
sonal interview with pond owners. About 958 of the 1,000 ponds were found to be 
providing some fishing in 1959. 

Farm ponds provide a great deal of family-type recreational fishing in the 
United States. Twenty-three percent of the pond anglers were women and 25 per- 
cent were children 15 years old or under. Such factors as nearness to home, 
greater safety, and possible lower cost contributed to this high percentage. 

The survey indicated that fishing success in farm ponds is unusually good, 
Among the 958 ponds that had fishing, the average catch of largemouth bass was 46 
fish per acre in 1959.. Since the bass were stocked as small fingerlings and at 
rates varying from 50 to 100 fish per acre, this average shows a very high return, 
The catch of bluegills and other sunfish averaged 228 fish per acre, Farm pond 
owners reported satisfactory to excellent fishing in 82 percent of the ponds 
covered by the survey, 



Xost farm ponr3s are built :Z.th se-;erel different purposes in mind. However, 
the snrvey showed that recreation xzas were smol:g the dor,Anant reasorx fcr con- 
structing ponds, with fisking rating very high, Fkqoses other than fishing in- 
cluded livestock water, irrigetlon, stimmi.ng, and wiidiii'e. 

The survey found that stocking farm znd ranch ponds with fish provZded by 
national fish hatcheries is making a substantial contribution to outdoor recreation, 
and at a relatively low cost, 

Technical worl;ers and other interested persons czn obtain copies of the survey 
report, Circzlaz E%, from the EWeav, of Sgort Fis'nerFes End IGiLdlifa, U, S, Fis‘n 
and 14ildlife Service, IJJashington 25, 3. C. 
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