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FEDERAL "DUCK STAMP" SALES DECLINE IN 1959

The number of Federal "duck stamps" sold in fiscal year 1959 dropped 189,791
below fiscal 1958, with the greatest decline of 73,011 occurring in the Mississipg
Flyway States, the Department of the Interior announced today.

A total of 2,165,562 stamps of the 1958-59 issue were sold in fiscal year
1959 to hunters of migratory waterfowl, conservationists, and philatelists, accord
ing to final figures supplied to the Fish and Wildlife Service.

The 1957-58 total was 2,355,353 duck stamps and the all-time high record of
2,369,940, achieved in fiscal year 1956, still stands.

Sales of duck stamps, according to the Fish and Wildlife Service, provide the
best available index to the number and location of waterfowl hunters throughout

the country.

As an indicator of hunting pressure, duck stamp sales are grouped by waterfow
flyways. The 1959 totals, with the 1958 figures in parentheses, are as follows:

Atlantic Flyway, 325,817 (356,800); Mississippi Flyway, 931,544 (1,004,555);
Central Flyway, 501,672 (555,525); and the Pacific Flyway, 396,809 (427,799).
Compared with the previous year, the declines in the four flyways were: Atlantic,
30,983; Mississippi, 73,011; Central, 53,853; and Pacific, 30,990.

Individually, by States, for 1959, California again headed the list, with a
total of 161,068 stamps sold (183,011 in 1958). Other States recording sales in
excess of 100,000 were: Minnesota, 147,895; Texas, 145,079; Michigan, 110,260;
Wisoonsin, 109,856; and Illinois, 108,456.

Many duck stamps are also purchased by stamp collectors. The Post Office
Department's Fhilatelic Sales Agency in Washington, D. C., reported the sales of
9,720 stamps during fiscal year 1959. In 1958 philatelic sales totalled 10,674.



[

N ' The 1958-59 stamp is the last issue of the $2 series. Beginning with the
current issue of 1959-60, the price has been increased to $3, in accordance with
Public Law 85-585. This law alsc stipulates that, effective July 1, 1960, all
receipts from the sale of the stamps, less cost of printing and distribution, are
to be used for acquiring lands for waterfowl.

Every individual who hes attained the age of 16 years and who hunts migratory
waterfowl is required to have on his person while hunting a stamp of the current
issue with his signature written across the face. A new stamp in the series is
issued each year. It goes on sale on July 1 and becomes void on June 30 of the
following year.
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U, 5. DEPARHSNY OF
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ATLANTIC FLYWAY STATES

Connecticubeceesessereees 9,095
Delavar€esssssessssesesss 15983
District of Columbla..... 2,247
Florida..eeesssesseassess 35,930
GeorEla.esessscsssssensss 10,081
Malne............-....... 12,032
h;ryland................. 22,373
Massachusetts.veeevsvssse 21,182
New Hampshir€..ceessesees h ,692
New Jerseyeeceeescsaceeass 22,500
New YOrKiveessesosvasooos 66, , 700
North Caroling..eeeeecess 25, h68
Pennsylvania, .ceeessseoss ho 60k
Rhode Island..........t.. 2 9&3
South Caroling...e.eeee-. 1&,&88
Vermont,eeeeseeeeseessses 4,139
Virginia. ceeeessseeencess 20,765
West Virgini@....e.eeeees 2,278
Puerto RicOsesreesncasces 313

Subtotal.q.........325,817

CENTRAL FLYWAY STATES

COloradO‘o'oooc-ooo---uoo ul 897
I\anSBS.......-.......uo- 70 986
MONtaN8.sseessasasssonens 3h 225
Nebraska..ssseeeensconnns 6h 608
New Mex1CO..usvososoasase 8,845
Nbrth Dakot&...-.....¢... 391361
Ok18NOMAY s esessosanassons 43,204
South Dakota,.v..eeseeees 42,791
Tean.....u..u.o-...-- 111‘5 079
WyOoming.ssesessssssseeas 10,616

Suhtotal. vessosunn 501, 676
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JULY 1, 1958 to JUNE 30, 1959

MISSISSIPPT FLYWAY STATES

Alabama.eseevsesss 16,291
ArkensesS.seeeesees 59,218
111in0i6sesssesss 108,456
Indiand.eceaeesess 41,450
ToWAcesoeasnvesess 54,816
Kentucky.eecesooss 17,17h
Louisiana.seeesess 91,803
Michigan,.sese.ee 110,260
Minnesotasseseses 1&7,895
MississipPlesessss 19,442
Missouri..eeevsess 73,150
Ohi0ueeasssseseass 43,003
Tennessee..eveesss 38,730
Wisconsin..esse.. 109,856

Subtotal...... 931,500

PACIFIC FLYWAY STATES

Alaskeveesonssoenns 9,112
ArizZon8...eeceenes. 9,268
California....... 161,068
Ida.ho............. 33,678
Neveda.eessssseess 11,166
OreZON..eesseeeess 59,487
Utah.eseesssoeesse 32,534
Washing‘bon. tesssen 80,)4‘90
Hawail. o eveesavesns 6

&lbtotal’.'..' 395,559

ATIANTIC FLYWAY STATES,. 325,817
MISSISSIPPI FIYWAY STATES .. 931,54k
CENTRAL FLYWAY STATES,, 501,672
PACIFIC FLYWAY STATES .. 396,809
PHITATELIC AGTNCY.. 9,720

GRAND TOTAL....2,3%5,562
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