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Rirds washed ashcre "practically cnto the front deorstep! of a wemah in England
may have brought an answer to a problem which has plagued American bird-lovers for
a long time——the prcblem nf oil-drenched birds which perish from starvation if not
given attenticn and which too often die of pneumcnia when they are.

An interchange of cnrrespondence in the files of the Department of the
Interior contains infermation which the biologists of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service hope is an answer,

The disastrous effect of ocily water upon water birds—-game and rongame--has
long teen known, In fact it is one of the reasons for the Federal 0il Pollution het
of 192/ making it illegal tc dump or pump cil inte the territerial waters crf the
United States.

A bird landing on ecil-topped water is very apt to stay there, The oil has a
tendency tc mat the feathers and prevent flight, Often the birds starve. Cften
they are washed aghiore where they are picked up by persons whe attempt rehabilita-
ticn--with a resultant mertality of as high as 90 percent.

Rehabilitation usually involves washing the bird in detergents cr scapsuis,
which remcves all the excess cil but also washes away all of the natural oils. 1If a
kird so treated attempts tc swim, it sinks like a rock; if it is exposed to the air
it usually coentracts pneumonia and dies. If it has practically the same care as
that given a new-bern tabe it might live through the twe weeks necessary fer its
glands to secrete sufficient cil to put it back in normal ccnditieon.

Fut a week ago from England ceme word ¢f a new treatment—-the use of Fuller!s
Earth or Prepared Chalk which abscrbs the excess c¢il tut which dces nct rcb the
feathers of their natural oil. There are other things, such as drying the feathers,
feeding precperly, and keeping the room temperatures correct, but the key step is
absnsrbing the cil rather than washing it frem the feathers,



American sources have not formally gathered statistics cn bird lcsses through
oil poliution but at times local areas have reported heavy losses from that scurce,
A 1957 survey made by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds indicates that
about 80,000 birds a year die on Britain's shores from cil contact,

One English woman naturalist moved to a house located cnly 50 yards from the
Atlantic Ocean, and had the bird problem virtually "dumped into her lap". After
"much trisl and error and advice good and bad" she and cthers working on the

problem developed the treatment which she admits is new but which is getting
results.,
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Address dalivered by Robert E. Johnson, Speacial Assistant

to the Commissionesr, for Mr. Suomela who could not attend.



