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NEW TRUMPETER SWAN NESTING AREA DISCOVERE33 IN ALASKA 

The discovery of a new nesting area for the trumpeter swan--this one in the 

lower Copper River Basin in Alaska--has been reported by a Fish and Wildlife 

scientist. 

the 

Hitherto, there were only two known nesting areas for the trumpeter swan on 

North American continent--one in the 3Saakatoon Lake area in western Alberta 

the other in the Red Rock Lakes area in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. 

The discovery of the new nesting areas was made in 1954 and 1955 by Melvin A. 

Monaon, a fishery biologist for the Fish and Wildlife Service, in the mums of a 

salmon study he was making in the Copper River area. This is the second important 

development in trumpeter swan management in recent months, the first being definite 

proof secured last December that there was a transfer of birds betmen the American 

and Canadian flooks. 

Several nests were discovered in the vicinity of the Hrsmner and Tasnuna 
Rivers in the Copper River drainage. 
border. 

The Copper River is not far from the Canadian 

birds 
Proof that the nests were those of the trumpeter swan was furnished by the 
themselves and by meas-urements and identification of several unhatched eggs. 

Fish and Wildlife Service officials hail the discovery of the nev nesting area 
because it marks an extension of the range of the trumpeter ar@ beoause it lesaans 
the danger of disas%r striking the apeoiss through some breeding ground 
eataatrophe. 

-%he 
the 

Wildlife specialists have sought 
rsding grounds by transplanting 

. Since 1939 there havv been 

to extend the xange of the qwa.n and increase 
Red Rock Lakes trmpeters in other parts of 
a Pew trumpeters nestbg in Juqkrron.Leke, 



~/ wsoming, the farthest south extension of the Red Rock Lock. service offic%ala are 
hope&l that the current efforts to establish the swan in the Xalheur Lake area in 
Oregon by planting full wing cygnets will be aucceasful. 

Old bird literature lnd~oatea that about 100 years ago the trumpeter awn had 
nesting areas on the Yukon River in mwthern AJaaka but present-day biologists are 
fnclinedtotbinkth&these reports are inerror. 

Formanyyeara the Americanand Canadianbands of trumpeters had been thought 
to befairlpuell "anchored" totheirrsspectivehabitats. Smeyemra ago it was 
notedthatin winter asmaw as3OOtmmpetera fiequentedialaads inthe extreme 
southern portion of Aluslac but these UBZW bel$evad to ba a uait of the Canadian 
flock. And while theadultb%rda wire seen iasoxatheasternJLl.aska of'tenandin 
numbers AO nesting area W ever been found there. 

~UOAthfI agoa deadtrm@erwhichhad bseAtagg@d WW&WldO F?&'iO iA 
ueatern Alberta uasfa\mdinIdrho~thrr~n~l~ardaetfar~the Red - 
RoekLakeaRef'uge. Theseapur~da~otalviatereurveyoftheareaaadasa 
result several other trumpeters bearing the yellovleg band plaaed by the Canadian 
wildlife Sin-vim, ubre foundtiththehnelrfoanflook. 
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