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: SECRETARY McKAY SETS FORIH FACTS ON BAITING REGULATIONS
» Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay today issued the following statement:

"Representative Reuss of Ulsconsin has charged in the press -that a report by
a-Department biologist criticsl of waterfowl feeding practices in California was
'ignored,}unheeded and Buried ‘" : ,

"This allegation is not supported by the facts which are as followss

"Ihe Federal law against baiting is in full force and effect in Galifornia,
as well as the other 47 States, and 4t wall not be liberalized. ‘

"However, a speciel situatlon axists in California. As a result of the
great expansion of agriculture in that State, most of its natural waterfowl winter-
ing areas have shrunk. California winters most of the -waterfowl of the Pacific
flyway, but the plain truth is that the State no longer has sufficient natural
aabitat for them, Since the birds mist find food somewhere, they concentrate in

the three great valleys of the State-the Sacramento, the San Joaquin and the
Imperial. . :

"This change in the habits of the birds has resulted in heavy damage to
California crops. In attempting over the years to meet the demands made by farmers
for the protection of their crops from waterfowl depredation, the Service has used
such varied methods as firevorks and airplanes to frighten the flocks away from
unharvested or growing crops,

"In 1953 the California State Legislature passed an act designed to relieve

crop depredation by migratory waterfowl through permitting the feeding of the birds
to attract them away from the crop areas,

"Under this act, regulations that specified conditions for the feeding of
waterfowl were adopted by the California Fish and Game Commission on September 10,
1953, Since then the Fish and Wildlife Service has kept & close watch on the
operation of the California experimental feeding program,

"Director John Farley is determined that the special California situation
shall not result in abuses which would lead the way back to a revival of baitinge
He has made it clear that nothing in the California regulations shall be construed

as a license to violate the Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations pertaining
to the placement of feed,



"after the adoption of the State regulations, Mr, Clinton H, Lostettexr vew .
assigned to ovserve their effect upon the movement of ducks and geese, partiwla.rly
as to uhether the regulsfidons oreated a. confldot with the Federal prohdbition of
baiting. Mr. Lostetter is a Fish and Wildlife i:iolavist stationed in’ Sacramento, A
California, : - :

"Reports were prepared oy Ivh'. Lostetter in 1053 and 1954. Far from heing
'ignored and buried! these reports were carefully considered by career officials
of the Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington and in the field, including biolo~
gists of equal or greater experience than Mr, Lostetter.

"The findings were fully discussed, for example, in August 1954 in
Washington, D, C., at a meeting of the Reglional Waterfowl Advisory Camittee repre~
senting a cross-section of the Nation's leading waterfowl conservation authorities.
The Lostetter reports were only part of the information uhich the Department had
available in following the California situatiod.

"Copies of ‘the repor'b weré not made: puhlic_. or releagsed to congressional oam-
mittees because they did not represent the views of the Department and.for the
further reason they were not concurred in by Mr, lostetter!s super:.ors, including
career scientists of the Fish and Wildlife Service,

"It is not unusual for conflicting reports to be received from employees pere
forming duties such as those assigned to Mr. Lostetter. Nor is it unusual for the
conclusions in such a report to be rejected by more experienced employees and offi-
cials responsible for exerc::.sing £final judgnent in aetions to be taken by the
Department. ‘

-AThis wes the cage wj:th respect to the Lostatter report. When it had been
considered by the top officials of the Fish and Wildlife Service, including many
of its experienced :career:scientists, who recognized that feeding cannot be pro-
hibited by Federal action, a decision was made to contimue the close check on the.
California situation with a view to aiding as far as possible in alleviating crop
depz edation while enforcing ngidly t.he Fedeul rules aga.inst be1ting

- Mlater it was: ascertained that the contmts of 'bhe report had been discmesed’
publicly. ThHereafter a copy of the report Va8 pranpt.ly furnished to the congres-
sional committee which had requested it,"
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