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PRIBIICEF ISLAIDS FUR-SEAL TAKE FOR 1952 ANIOULICED

A total of 63,870 fur-seal skins was taken this year in the Government-
administered sealing operations on Alaskals Pribilof Islands, Secretary of the
Interior Oscar L. Chapman announcec today.

The anmual sealing operations vhich are conducted by the Fish and Wildlife
Service began on June 20 anl were teminated on July 27.

The fur-seal industry on the Pribilofs is a responsibility of the United State
Government but 20 per cent of the 1952 take will be delivered to the Canadian
Governmment uncer the terms of the Provisional Fur-Seal Agreement of 1942 with Cane
aO.a'~' *

This year's yield was 3,181 skins greater than last year., Pelts are obtained
chiefl; from the three-~year-old males,

Service officials on the Pribilofs heve alvised Service Director Albert M,
Day that the remaining animsls in the three-year-o0ld class and the corryover of
older males "assure ammle roserve stock for the herd.M

This year, for the first time, a new beaming machine for the mechanical blub-
bering of the seal skins was successfully operated on the islands. Also, a new
concrete paddle tank for brine curing the skins was reported to have operated suc—
cessfully., These develovments, according to Director Day, are ained at stream-
linine the various operations required to prepare the slkins for shipment to St,
Louis for dressing and dyeingz by the Fouke Fur Comany—Govermment agents in the
processing anl selling of the sealskins,

Approximately 80 per cent of the world's fur seals cane to the Pribilof Islant
to breed cach summer, During the winter they range soutlward as far as southern
California, Pelagic sealing-—the killing of seals while they are at sea~—is pro-
hibited by an international agreement between Canada and the United States. At one

time pelagic sealing nearly brought about the extinction of these animals,
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