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/S ANNCUNCES LIBERALIZED COPENING DATES FOR WATERFCWL SHOCTILG SEASCH

Secretery of the Interior Oscar L., Chapmen announced todav that a liberalized
framework of opening dates for the 1952-53 migratorv waterfowl hunting season will
plece the earliest opening date at Cctober 1 end tae latest closing date on
Januexy 10, within the pattern of shcoting davs to be allocated to the States by
virtue of the particular flvway in which thev are located.

This means that this vear the Statés can have their first day of sunning on
any date or dav of the weelt on or after October 1. This departure from the former
pattern of Fish and Wildlife Service regulations, which specified that the season
shculd open on a Fridav, is intended to establish mere satisfactory regulations,
bota from the standpoint of the States and the lunters.

»'Ihe noon opening on the firgt doy of shooting will continue in effect, said Fish
and wildiife Service Director Albert M, Dav, "in the interests of conserving
waterfowl end distributing hunter-take." :

Director Day pointed out that this broader framework of regvlations will have
particular value from the standpoint of law enforcement because it will permit the
Statos to co-ordinate their opening dates for waterfowl shooting with those for
resident game. In addition, it will be easier to accomplish the co-ordination of
waterfowl opening dates between States joining controversial boundary waters.

"The Service hopes that this liberalization in these basic provisions will
prove advantageous to the States in many ways and that they mey be continued in
future vears," declared Director Day.

The length of the shooting season and the deily bag limits for the coming
season will not be pudlicly snnounced wntil the rccommended regulations are
approved and signed by Secretarv Chapmen, probablv sbout August 29 or 30. These
provisions in the hunting resulations can be determined only after detailed
surveys in northern United States, Canada, and Alaska give adequate informetion.
concerning the produvction end swrvival of young birds.
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