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Ihe largest catch of bluefin tuna ever made on the Atlantic Coast was landed 
at Gloucester, Kass., on September 12 'oy a Fish <and Vildlife Service eqloratory 
fishing vessel. 

In meking tie anouncement, Albert X. Day, Service Director, said that 120,000 
pounds, or 60 tons of tuna, were caqht on the morning of September 17 by the X. V. 
Vestem Iklorer. 

2.angi.n~ in size from 25 to 40 pounds, the tuna were tken with a seine from a 
single scl:lool of fish approximately 50 miles east of Cape Cod and just north of 
ckorges 3z3nk. %e actual c,?tch was La.r~~d 100 tons of fi&, but pcart was released 
ch.s the skip was not equ$ped to handle more thlcul 60 tons. 

The ":&tern Explorer is an 8%foot Pacific ,Coast-ty?e purse seiner. Since -7 June it .%as been exploring l;e~ k~land w,?ters gathering infomation 'on the abundance 
end availabiiity of Atl<antic tuna to coma;ercial fishing methods. Equipped with a 
West coast -Jurse seine end manned part127 by experienced California tuna fishermen, 
the vessel &,s already successfully located and kanded several catches of bluefin 
in waters between Gaoe Cod cand the southern coast of Kaine. 
much smaller than the record catch. 

r&ey were, kowever, 
Ihe fish were distributed emon: a number of 

Atlantic Coast fish corn-onies at bid prices ranging from $140 to $230 per ton. 
Kost of them will be used for ccnnin~ purposes. 

John Xurray, EWS fishery engineer in charge of the tuna survey, reported that 
wind end fog'have hampered scout&, m and seining operations considerably. Kew 
England weather may prove an importent fn.ctor in .the success or failure of a com- 
merckal purse-seine tuna fishery in this region. 

This peer's tuna e@oration of the Yestern >.glorer will continue until the 
middle of October, 
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