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A cooperative program between two Dqartment of the Interior agencies and the 

State of California to protect and improve the waterfowl habitat on the Pacific 

flyway was announced todq by Secretary of the Interior Oscar L; Chqman. 

The proposal, if ratified by necessary executive and legislative action, would 
insure a-water supply to flood grasslands in central California which are of major 
importance to migratorjr birds during the fall, winter, and early spring. It 
involves the de+elopment of water as apart of the Central Velley Project to replace 
water rights for which were purchased for irrigation purposes in 1939. 

The agencies are the Eureau of Reclamation, which is in charge of construction 
and operation of the Central Valley Project; and the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Collaborating is,the California Fish and Game Comnission. Essential to the fulfill- 
ment of the program is financing and development of additional water which is the 
key to most California resource protection and development. 

The Grasslands area of the San Joaquin Valley is importslilt as a wintering 
ground and as a link in the Pacific flyway, usedby ducks and other migratory birds 
in their seasonal. flights north and south. The expending agricultural development 
in the valley and particularly the purchase of the so-called "Grasslands water 
rightst' so that the water could be put to beneficial use in the southern SanJoaquin 
Valley, has made necessary some protective measures for the migratory waterfowl. 

Secretary Chapman stated that the program is an example of how fish and wildlife 
resources can be protect.ed and improved in the course of the develqxnent of the klater 
resources of the Nation, by cooperative action of the agencies involved. 

Although the Grasslands water rights were purchased in 1939, by the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the Grasslands waterfowl area has been receiving water on an interim 
basis from Millerton.I&e pending completion of the Friant-Kern canal. Millerton 
Lake was created by the construction of Friant @KI, as apart of the Central Valley 
Project. 

Now the Friar+Kern eanaJ., which camies water from Nllerton Lake to agri- 
cultural lends in the southern San Joauin Valley, is in operation and water for 
the Grasslands area is no longer available frcm that source, 

The proposed program involves the development from indigenous sources or to 
make available from exis$ing Central Valley Project sources other than Millerton 
I&e, of -approximately 13.2 second-feet of water for the Los Banos State waterfowl 
refuge, &d additional supply would be developed for an enlargement by the State of 
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approximately 6,700 acres to the existing refuge. It is proposed that there shall 
also be developed as a part of the Central VaLley Project, a water supply to supple- 

;--.. ment the existing water rights on a purposed X2,000-acre Federal waterfowl manage- 
ment area in Arced cf>unty east of the San Joaquin Xver to be created from  land 
authorized for purchase by the Congress. 

The program  also suggests the organization of the &&owners in the Grasslands 
area into&a district for the purpose of conservilyl; and developing drainage and 
underground water for a2.Z useful purposes, including the conservation of waterfowl, 
and to contract for such assi,stance as rnqy be necessary. Should such action net be 
takenby July 1, 1953, it is proposed that additional waterfowl areas be acquired, 
developed, a-nd operated by the S tate and Federe3 Governments to.provdde suitable 
waterfowl habitat. In such event, the water supply for such areas would be. 
developed by the Bure(au o'Y  Reclamation. 

The program  proposes that cost of Federal participation in the program  be 
included in a nOnreimbursable allocation for fish and wildlife conservation as a 
part of the Central Valley Project, This would require legislation. 

The arogratn fnvolves slot to exceed 7,000 acre-feet of water from  exist- 
Central V*alley Project sotarces annual&, Such a&Etional water as rnzq be necessary, 
including sn estimated kl,OOO acre-feet anntily for the proposed Federal waterfowl 
management are; P , would be developed from  other than existing project sources such 
as the return flow from  present ;~xI new irrigation developments ad a tapping of the 
underground water sup@y. 

nWe believe," the Bureau heads stated in their reconrmendation to Secretary 
Chapman, flthat theState and Fedora& management area programed for acquisition, and 
the water supply program  outlined for the public area will be, upon completion, a 
significant contribution toward maintenance of the lower San Josquin Valley as an 
impcrtant link in the Pacific flywa3t and that it is in akordsnce with Ihe objective 
of rmiltiple-pqse development of water control projects." 

The progrcem  subm ittal was signed by M ichael W . S tsws, Commissioner, bureau of 
Reclamation, cand Albert K  IJay, IDirector, l?ish and W T ildlife Service, and was 
e;ndorsed by W illiam  3, Warne, Assistant Secretary of the Interior in charge of water 
and xmwer resources. / 
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