
zewer adult trmpel’,er swans returned to Red %ock Lakes and Yelio?$Jstone Park 

this year, Secret= of the Interior Oscar L, Ckanman. slid. toti- Xven though the 

production of cygnets was at the s?ae ger;eraJ. level cf .c ,omer seasons, the popiula- 

t&n of trumpeter swans in the bittid Statzs Ius moderately declined, 

The annual fa3.1 census of the tzmoeters, made by %rsonnel of the Xational 
Park Service and the Fish and XldlTLfe &rvice: showed a TopuIatlon of 5’76 as com- 
pared with I+51 recor3ed 3n the Lugaat 19)-:9 survey. 1.n the area. of TeLowstone Park 
and t:le 2ed Pock TLakes &tioral. ‘iir’:ld‘life Iief~e in Xinta~-~a the count was do,!.lm by 62 
-bii*ds, Losses from other areas amounted to 13 swans, 

‘While 16 of the mi wing trumpeters are known to have died in the United States 
this past year due to disease, Tr&&tion, ard severe winter storlls, other birds, 
,Jm sum&b iy 1 were kIlLed by CU~~GUS &nners or died f?om natural w&es, The se 
losses, lowever, C~?nll@ t Rcmvint :or XL1 the ,111 ssi.rig bir5s, 

Since .breedig swans maintain territorial rQ;hts in the vicinity of their 
nest’s? szace and. food acco-mmodations for non-breeders is limited- 
breed uniil five or six years old, ‘I!be compara.tlvely large numbers 

LSw3.~s do not 
of non-nesters 

must disperse to othe:r suitable h&itat when the breedirg raxe is full,y occupied, 
The c~pul,ation of swan‘~ r3 at Eec? Rock I&es and nearby Yellowstone Park, an2 ?!.oq the 
Snake Ri\rer, has reached a :l.evel--*between 325 to kO0 birds--which is about the 
capacity of this nesting habitat, 

Efforts on the part of Service biologists to est$olish some of the sarolus 
birds on other Xational X.ldl:‘Lfe IQuges !zwe as :et met .with only limitad &Access., 
Although trqe-cers ne sted gain this yea;- on the Xationa.1 Elk Refuge--near 
Yellowstone Park--most of the excess poptition of swans a,pparentQ prefw to fly 
lorth to re-Occupy old trumpeter sb~#l territory, or to jo&’ their &nd in Alaska 

dnii Ca,nafia. 



At one time the trumpeter ranged all over tk West and midwest t California 
and. British Columbia to Manitoba, Minnesota, Iowa, ard Missouri. Ekit bec,ause the 
areas the swans preferred were taken over by civilization, the trumpeter began to 
%ecl ine b In 1935, when only 73 trumpeters remained in the United States, the Red 
Lock L&es Refuge was established. 

Since evidence indicates the swans are increasing and dispereing, Fish ,and 
Wildlife Service biologi sts b$liGve it possible that solie of the more remote wilde+ 
ness areas in the United States--formerly swan territory---may yet be re-occupied 
by migrants from the strong breeding nucleus at Ikd Hock Lakes, 
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