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Fewer adult trumpeter swans returned to Red Fock Lekes and Yellowstone Park
tins year, Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Charman seid today. Zven though the
procuction of cygnets was at the same zenerel level of former seasons, the popula~
tion of trumpeter swans in the United States has moderately declined.

The annusl fall census of the tiumpeters, made by ersomnel of the National
Park Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service. showsd a nopuwlation of 375 as com-
pared with 451 recorled in the iugust 19L9 swrvey. In the area of Tellowstone Park
and the led Fock lLakes Hational Wildlife Befuge in Montana the count was down ty 62
obirds, Losses from other areas anounted to 13 swans.

While 16 of the missing tiumpeters sre known to have died in the United States
thic past year due to disease, mredation. ard severe winter storms, other birds,
Jresumably, were Killed by curicus gurners or died from natural causes. These
losses; however, cennot account for all the missine virds,

Service biologists are of the opinion that mony of the birds unaccounted for
in the 1950 censas may have moved to encient breefins zrounds. . .verhaps farther
north. In addition, larger numbsrs of trumpeiers have “een scen in recent years on
wintering grounds in British Oolambis and Soutlieastern Ala ks -- as well as on some
areas in the United States, warticularly zlonz the Sneke River in Idaho. A few
swane have been seen on the Kenal lational locse Fanse. anl as many as 250 truameters
in 2 singzle season have been recordsd by exnmert observers in varicus areas of
Southeastern Alaska. Several hundred more trumpeter swans are known to exist in
Canada,.

Since breeding swans maintain territorial rights in the vi cinity of their
nests, space and food accomuodations for non-breeders is limited. Svans do not
breed wntil five or six years old. Tre comparatively large numbers of non-nesters
must disperse to other suitable habitat when the breeding range is Fully occupied.
The oopulation of swans at Red Rock lakes and rearby Yellowstone Park, and -~long the
Snoke River, has reaclhed a level—Uetween 325 to 400 birds--which is about the
capacity of this nesting hatitat.

Bfforts on the part of Service biologists to estadlish some of the surnlus
birds on other National Wildlife Refuges have as et met with only limited success.
Althougk trummetvers nested again this vear on the National Kl Zefuge—-near
Yellowstone Park--most of the excess population of swans apparently prefer to fly
wrth to re-occupy old trumpeter swan territory, or to Join their kind in Alaska
and. Canada,. )



At one time the trumpeter ranged all over the West and midwest: California
and British Columbias to Manitoba, Minresota, Iowa, and Missouri.
iecline,

But because the
Jock Lekes Refuge was established.

areas the swans preferred were taken over by civilization, the trumpeter began to
In 1935, when only 73 trumpeters remained in the United States, the Red

Since evidence indicates the swans sre incressing and dispersing, Fish and
Wildlife Service biologists belicve it possible that soue of the more remote wilder-

ness areas in the United States--formerly swan territory--may yet be re-occupied
by migrants from the strong breeding nucleus at Red Fock Iakes.
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