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,‘, total of 60,090 fur-se21 skins s taken this yerr in the Government- 
adm5listered sealing opere.tions on Alzska~s Pribilof Islands, the Secretary of the 
Interior Csccr IJ. Chapman announced todny. The annu?l seal-&in harvest begen on 
June 10 tnd continued through July 27. 

Last yeor*s total was 70,031, &ile the average annual yield over the ?ast ten 
years h3.s been 66,920. Pev,er se&s were killed this yeax as a result of normal 
fluctwt ions--such as occur in all ~ildiife Populations, Varic?.tions in food sup- 
ply, the abundance of predators, ,?nc? other naturgl mortxiity factors determine the 
number of seals a,veila:~le, just as soil rnd climp.tic conditions are reflected in 
the production of fpsm crops. Stabilization of the yearly kill at about 67,000 
indicates tL? t the se21 herd mey have reached its maximum size. 

The Au+see1 industry on the Pribilofs is a. Government responsibility, 3ut 20 
peroent of the ,annuel t:?ke of skins becomes the property of t::e CenLadicn government 
under the provision of the i?ur Seal Act o- 9 1944 bet!reen the t:vo countries. The 
U. S. see1 skins are dressed and dyed by the Fouke Fur Company in St, Louis- 
Government r.gents in the processi;., ‘IQ end selling of the skins-2nd are sold at 
public euction. The net proceeds go to the U. S. Treasury. 

Approximately SO percent of the wrldt s fur seals come to tize Pribilof Islands 
to breed. During the winter they range southwrd as f:r as southern California 
end then return in the sprin,; to the barren, volc:nic Pribilof s. The pelts we 
obtained chiefly from three-yeer-old males. 

Pelagic sealing-the killing of seals IThile they %re at sea-=-is prohibited 
under the ,agreement between Canada end the U. S, ‘At one time pelagic sealing 
nearly brought about the extinction of the anim~als. 
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