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PRIBIIOF ISLAIDS FUR-SZAL TAKE ANWOUNCID

A total of 50,090 fur~serl skins vweru:e talzen this reer in the Government—
administered sealing operations on Aleskals Pribilof Islends, the Secretary of the
Interior Oscer L. Chapman announced today, The annusl seal-sizin harvest hegan on
June 10 #nd continued through July 27.

Last yesr!s total was 70,891, vhile the average amnual yield over the »ast ten
yeors haos been 66,920, Fewver seals were killed this year as a result of normal
fluctu:r tions——such s occur in all wildlife nopulations, Variations in food sup—
ply, the sbundence of predators, and other natursl mortrlity factors determine the
number of seals aveileble, just as soil rad climsatic conditions are reflected in
the production of farm crops. Stabilization of the yeerly kill at about 67,000
indicates tiict the seel herd mey hove reached its maximum size,

The fur-seal industry on the Pribilofs is a Government responsibility, dut 20
percent of the annual teke of skins becomes the property of tie Csnadion government
under the provision of the Fur Seal Act of 1944 betieen the tvo countries. The
U. S, seal skins are dressed and dyed by the Fouke Fur Compeny in St, Louige
Government szgents in the processing smd selling of the skins—eond are sold at
public aunction, The net proceeds go to the U, S. Ireasury.

Approxime=tely 80 percent of the vorld!s fur secls come to the Pribilof Islands
to breed. During the winter they ronge southwerd as frr as southern Californis
enc. then return in the sprinz to the barren, volcanic Pribiloefs, The pelts are
obtained chiefly from three-year—old males,
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Pelazic sealinge—the killing of seals vhile they are at gea--lg prohibited
under the -agreement between Canada snd the U, S, At one time pelagic seesling
nearly brought about the extinction of the animals,
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