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ALASTAIR Moc3AIY JOINS FVWS STAFF

Secretery of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman today announced the sppointment of
Alastair MacBein as chief information officer of the Fish and tildlife Service,
MacBain succeeds Frank Dufresne vho recently retired from the Service,

MecBain has been a writer and authority on conservation =nd the outdoors for
20 yeors. In 1935 he made the first of seversl country-wide surveys on the general
subject of conservation—with primary emphasis on fish end wildlife--on assignment
from The Saturdsy Evening Post, He has made five extensive survey trips to Alasks,
one of them including the entire Aleutlan Islands choin., He was among the first to
study the newly discovered herd of sea otter at Ogliugla Island, at g time vhen the
northern ses otter was considered extinct,

In the course of numerous wildlife-observing trips 211 over the United States
and Jenade, MacBain hes been a regulsr contributor of rrticles and fiction to
nstional megezines——inciuding Collier!s, This Week and True, as well as the sport-—
ing msgerzines, Many of his stories have been written in collsboration with Corey
Ford.

During 'orld War II, Hac3ain served witlh 0SS and the Air Force, woriing closely
with Army Public Relations, He held the renk of mejor et the end of hostilities
in 19k5,

"™MecBoin is particularly well-qunlified for this position," Director Albert
Doy of the Service szid, "being thoroughly familiar with pudlic informetion pro-
cedures in :ddition to having a broad knovledge of conservation alms snd probvlems,™

MacBain was born in Closter, Hew Jersey, in 1908, After graductin: from
Columbisa University, where he specinlized in Inglish, he immediately sterted free—
lence writing, his first assiznment being for The Saturday Zvening Post,

MocBain is morried snd has one child, Ee ond his femily hove been living in
Westchester Cownty, Wetv York, )
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