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COCPERATIVE WILDLIFE RESEARCH UNIT STARTED IN ALASKA
An agreement wi th the University of Alaska in Fairbenks establishing the 15th
Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit with a land-~grant coliege was signed last week,
Albert M, Day, Director of the U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service repcrted teday to

Secretary of Interior Cscar L., Chapman. Coopereting with the Service in sponscring
and financing the unit ere the Alaska Game Ccmmission, the University of Alaska,
and the Wildlife Manegement Institute of Vsshington, D. C.

Cooperstive Wildlife Research Units have been sctive at land-grant colleges
since 1235, There are now 15, Their orereticns are finarced by the colleges,
state geme end conservaticn commis=zions, the Wildlife Mancgement Institute (a
private orgenization), znd by Federsl funds provided thrcough the Fish and Wildlife
Service,

The units train college students for Jobs with Federel and stzte governments
in wildlife menagement and conservation. They alsoc conduct investigetions and re-
search upon which practical wildlife mansgement by the Felercl end stete govern-—
ments i1s based., The results of these investigstions guide farmers and landowners
in general to build u» end maintsin the ccuntry's wildiife resources. In severel
states the Units cooperate with or supervise Federsl-aid wildlife reseerch projechs,

More then 500 bulletins, erticles, and books revortirg research findings heve
been published by Unit personnel since the establishment ¢f the Cooperative Wild-
lif e Research Program. Mcre than 800 students have received undergraduste and
rostgraduate training,

The Fish and Wildlife Service assigns a biologist to each unit on a full-time
basis., He supervises the work of gratuste student assistants, znd conducts some
research perscnally. Undergraduate students specializing in conservation or wild-
life management frequently receive training =t the units by doing pert-time werk,
Faculty menbers of the colleges elso perticipate in the research activities,
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