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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- INFORMATION SERVICE

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Immediste Release
DEP4RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ANNOUNCES 1948 DUCK HUNTING RULES

'Migratory waterfowl hunting regulations for the 1948 season designed
to meet the varying conditions in the different flyways were anncunced tQ—
day by Secretary of the Interinr J. 4. Krug.,

The amended regulations were approved by fresident Truman after
adoption by Secretary Krug in accordance with e law of Congress making

effective treaties relrting to birds migrating between the United States,

¢+

Canada, and Mexico., They were recomrended by the Fish and Wildlife
Service following biological investigations and consultations with State
game administrators,

In sudmitting the recommendntions for the 1948 season to the Secretary,
A1bert M. Day, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, sald, "The Service
is Justified in tnking asnother stride forward in regulation by flyways thise
year because more reliable data became availadble froem the most extensive
investigations ever conducted by Service perscnnel in Canada, Mexico, the
Carribean area, and the United States.

"After analyzing these data and giving consideration to the sugges—
tions of State game administrators whose departments have made many investi-
gations into the status of migratory game birds independently and in cocpera—
tion with the Service, regulations were drawn up to meet the varylng con-
ditions in the different flyways. The most liberal hunting provisions pre-
vall in the flyways where the supply of birds have increased most and where
hunting pressure is less acute,"

The Atlantic flyway states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Marylrnd, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carcline, South Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida were offered within a framework the choice of a continuous
season of 30 days or a split season of 12 days each,

A continuous season of 30 days or a split season of 12 days each was
also offered to the Mississippi flyway states of Minnesota, Wisconsin,



Michigan, Iowa, Illincis, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Arkansas, Louisiona, Mississippi, and Alabama,

The Central flyway states of Montana, Ncrth Dakcta, Wyoming, South
Dakota, Nebraska, Coloraio, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas could
chorse, within this pattern, a continucus season of 35 days or a split
season of 14 days each.

In the Pacific flyway states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Califernia,
Fevada, Utah, and Arizona, the cholce was between a continuous seascn of
Lo Aays or a split season of 17 days each.

Daily shooting heurs have been slightly ehanged thls year. Ducks,
geese, brant, coot, ralls and gallinules may be taken daily from one-half
hour before sunrise to one hcur before sunset; wrodcock, mourning or turtle
doves, white-winged doves, and band-tailed pigeons from one-half hour be-
fore sunrise to sunset — with certain exceptions as shown in the tabdles.

On the opening day of the season and including the first day of each
split senson, waterfowl and cont may not be hunted prior to 12 o'clock noon.
This reculation was in effect last year,

The daily shooting period for meurning doves in Florida, Georgla,
North Carolina, Scuth Carclina, Virginia, Alabama, Arkansas, Loulsiana,
Mississippi, and Tennessee will be from 12 ntelock necon until sunset.

Bag and possession limits for ducks in the Atlantic and Mississippi
flyway states will remain the same as last year—-U4 a day and 8 in possession.

In the Pacific and Central flyway states, however, the limits have
been raised to § & day and 10 in pcssession.

The daily bag and possession limit for geese in Central and Mississippi
flyway states will be 4, including in such limit either 2 Canacda geese
(including Eutchins or cackling geese) or 2 white-fronted geese, or cne of
each,

The Pacific flyway states will have a dally bag 2nd possesslon limit
of K geese. In this limit mey be any combination not exceeding 2 of Canada
geese or 1ts subspeciles (1including Hutchins or cackling geese), white—~
fronted geese, or brant,

The Atlantic flyway states have been allowed a daily bag and possession
1init of one Canada goose or its subspecles.

The bag 1limit on coots has been reduced from 25 teo 15 birds a day,
and nct more than that number in possession, tecause investigaticns have
disclosed a reduction in the coot population,

Because rails, also, appear to have decreased, the Service recommended
that the open seascn should not exceed 60 days. Svecial provision has been
made on clapper rails in a few states. The bag limit cn sora has been re-
duced from 25 to 20 birds a day.



An increase in the supply of wcodcock Justifies a 30-dzy season
on this species. The bag and possessicn limits remain the same as last
year, ’

Although the Service gave careful consideration tc requests for an
open season on jacksnipe, 1nvestigations revealed that the pcpulation of
this specles was still insufficient to warrant a shooting season. The
Jacksnipe 1s abundant in only a few localized wintering areas.

Closed seasons on certain other species will continue as follows:

On wood ducks in Arigzona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Jersey, North Dakotn, Utah, West Virzinia, and Wyoning}

On snow geese in Beaverhead, Gallatin, and Madison ccunties in Montana;
in Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming, and on snow geese and brant in states in
the Atlantic flyway;

On Ross' geese and swans;
On mourning deves in those states where now closed.

Although the Mississippl flyway states will be open to the hunting
cf Canada geese, no shootiﬂg of thisg swecles will be permitted in that
part of Alexander County, Illinois, which was established as a closed area
by Presidentlal proclamation on October 1, 1947. This includes the
Horseshoe Lake area in southern Illinols.

So that sportsmen can transport tc their homes ducks and geese killed
on the last day of the season at some distant peint, the Service has recom—
mended that shipments from Canada and Mexico be permitted as late as § days
followlng the close cf the season in the province or state where taken, In
the United States hunters can mske interstate shipments up to 48 hours fol-
lowing the close of the shooting season 1n the state where taken.

In connection with such transportation or importation, dressed dirds,
as g means of identification, are now required to have the head, head
plumage, and feet attached.

The regulation which prohibits the use of automatic-loading or repeat-—
ing shotguns capable of holding more then three shells still continues in
effect., A new amendment this year, however, provldes that the plug in such
a shotgun rmust be incapadle of being removed without disassembling the gun,

The post—season period for possesslon of migratory game birds remains
the same as last year--90 days.

The regulations do not authorize the taking of waterfowl by means of
balt or with the 21d of live duck or goose decoys.

For ease of reference, the open seasons, bag and possession limits pre—
scrided by these regulations are nresented in tabtular form by flyways, as
follows!
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