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Secretary of the Interior J. A. Krug today announced that Hamilton K, Warren, 

vice-president of the Eational Carbon Company of New York, had accepted the chair- 

manship of c national committee which will Fromote a nationwide progr,ul;. to extermi- 

nate rats in every community of 10,000 cr more as an aid to the l?ationfs food con- 

servation program. 

The committee which Mr. Warren will ?xxd. will be organized immediately, Secre- 
tary Krug said, with the aid of citizens groups, public orgculizations, and indus- 
trial organiz ations pr.imarily interested in rat control. It will empi.oy ++Feed 
‘People--Not R::ts++ as the central slog<= of the rdrive which will reach its climax in 

he early qring, 

"Food eaten or contaminated by rats ccnst.itutes one of the m$or s~xces of 
waste and economic loss that can be readily stopped through the united efforts of 
all citizens," said Secretary Krug. ++?he ;xoblem facing Mr. Warren and his com- 
mittee is essentially one of showing Feople how to save food <?nd money by barring 
rats from their homes and by preventing &,steful and rat-feeding practices in eating 
places, food handling esta'Dlishments, and city garbage diqosal orgLani.zaticns,++ 

btr, Warren has agreed to assist Secretary Drug by spearheadirg an intensive 
anti-rat campaii;n drive during the next three months to .arouse public interest to 
the point where effective rat control yrill be sUc. +qrted a.& maintained among all 
handlers and consumers of food. Staff :-:embers of the Fish and Wildlife Service will 
provide technical assistance to Nr. i4sjren., 

Mr, Warren long Frominent in the advcrtisiq< business, is a metiser of the 
technical ccmmittee of the Advertising Rxerrch Foundation, was formerly a member 
of the War Advertising Council ,and a. <irector of the Association of iLTationa1 
Advertisers. 

Farmers have already been alerted to their psrt of the problem through a na- 
tional rural rat control campaign, coonereiively promoted by the Extension Service 
of the Department of Agriculture and tile z‘ish ,and Wildlife Service of the Department 
of the Interior, The food thus saved from destruction by country rats will serve 
merely to fatten city rats unless food handlers and food consumers in al.1 cities 
.,xd tewns ‘abe organized to carry their &are of the anti-rat campaign, the SecretGary 

pointed out. 



‘The J, S. Si& and Wildlife Ser-Jice ,+:-ls estimated that rats in the UCted 
&&es cannxJ1y destroy or damage over .XG million bushels of cere,als and cereal 

wduct s. At present prices this is T:rortb. one-half >illion &ollars. Another half 
Qillion dollars of loss is chargeable. to r,&s t:hrough destrwtion or daxage Gf other 
foods and ,manufactured articles and transmission to marA of several costly diseases, 
includiq the dread typhus and plague. The total over-all ,damge dor,e by rats will 
mount to $2,000, Ocjcj ,030 annually, 
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