
VATEFG'OYL RYiZPOBT -- SPXIAL 

Ida.terfowl fans are asking three 3ig questions: 

1. Yhat is the general waterfowl picture at the turn of the 
;re ar 7 

2. ?ave current restrictions served their purpose? 

n 3. Is the ebbing tide in waterfowl populations being turned? 

Xnsviers to these questions have been pouring into the Fish and Wildlife 
Service at tile rate of several hundred weekly, and while there are the usual 
variances iil re-:>orts from one section to another -- good and bad spots -- 
the over-all situation appears to be showing some improvement, 

Typical Comments_ 

1Jiaiile : "Improved Populations especially black ducks." L 

Jew York : "Fairly warm weather all fall. Has held more ducks here 
later in the season than usual. Ten species showed decreased migration 
and five sholred normal migration, Diving ducks reported scarce." 

iTerr Jersey: "An appreciable increase over last year. Black duclrs 
were plentiful. ljrant and Canada geese e-bout the same as last year." 

Virgii?in: "LZgratioa earlier this year and peak concentrations built 
up at earlier date. Improved feeding conditions." 

Xorth Carolina: "An over -all favorable flight and increased go?ula- 
tions." 

South Carolina: "Bormal or increased migration." 
. 

Zlorida: "go change in ducks. Abnormal concentrations in some are=, 
blanks in others." 

-. i4ianesota: "All information adds up to 'a -poor flight and lo!.r kill.' 
Twenty Derce;lt fearer ducks through the state than last year." 

-Iisso;:sin: "Fair flight which occurred mostly after open seaso:? Snd- 
passed southward without heavy losses. Apparently fewer hunters afield." 



Xississippi: “Increase in ducks and Canada geese. Increase in n2 turn1 
food and decrease in water areas over the same period last year, but water- 
fowl hunting has not been too good anywhere in the state.” 

Soutl= 3a’Lro ta : “During 1947 fall flight UII to November 7 approxilmately 
40 percent fewer ducks’ than last year. Veather brought si zeable fli,;ht s 
after that date, As late as December 10, state still had fair population.” 

Tennessee: “After cold weather in early Xovember, the flights were 
large and e::te:isive. General tone indicates an increase.” 

Loui s iana : “Spectacular flight of ducks on the Gulf Coast during _ 
the first half of November, Slightly subnormal populations in north 
Loui s iana. Soi:thea.stern Louisiana fantastically low for any season.” 

Ohio : “Over-all waterfowl picture through the state not a healthy one.” 

iJIissouri: “&iallards down 50 percent from same time last season. P opu- 
iations exceedingly low except in national wildlife refuges.” 

Iowa: “On December 16, northern half pretty well frozen up. Southern 
part offered good feeding territory and had some 65,000 mallards in three 
main conceiitro,tions o l’ 

yii d-l i .- .a :T l o .A. “Definite scarcity of mallards and pintail. Had it not been 
for widgeoi?s, there would have been noticeable decrease except for redheads, 
plentiful during most of the season. Sportsmen of the Lake Huron area agreed 
that more birds were present after the close of the season than at any tii-.:e 
during open season.” 

TCsilSt3,S: “Look for January estimate close to last year’s number.” 

Texas: “3y middle of December, Lubbock district had increased froi.; 
15 _I_ - 20 -3ercerit over that of previous month. This gives the district a;)$ro::i- 
mately 120,300 ducks compared to 550,000 last year the same time.” 

LTev ;Ic::ico : “Ducks about half of wha.t they were year ago at 3itter 
Lakes areaa ” 

Ala s:ra : “iiore sportsmen and less ducks this year than ever before.” 

?~Vashii@on: “About same as 1946. Bo apparent increase or decrease.” 

Ore~;Oil: “i:alheur Refuge down in migration. %lamath Falls shows in- 
crease e Over-all, normal flight .” 

Calif ornic : “Heavy increase reported at Tule Lake. Early fall fli$nt 
through Sacramento Valley showed increase but later figures indicated s;l.ller 
populations than for the same period in 1946.” 

2 



I daho : I1 The estimate is for fewer birds than in 1946.” 

Utah: “Good hunting in northern part of state. 
be up. 

Population seems to 
Southern part of state reports poorer hunting, smaller populations, 

Average :3ac; as of Xovemb er 24, 1947, was 2.65 ccmpared with 2.25 in 1946.” 

“Ye* 11 1zno~r a lot more about duck and goose populations Ffhen the Ja:n,uary 
invent or-,- figures begin coming in,” says Albert 24, Day, Director of the Fish 
and Yildl ife Service, “We’re going to put on the most extensive surveys in 
the histor;r of the Service.” 

“It is a critical period, quite possibly the turning of the lov tJi~-e. 
But we 7 zmt to m&e sure. We can’ t afford to gamble. ” 

XXX 
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