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SCIEETIS’IS TAG 20,000 SEW PUPS 

Scieritists of the Department of the Interior, aboard the motorship Black 

Douglas crui sing in the north Pacific have “tagged” nc<arly 20,000 seal pups in 

their investigation of the migration routes and’food habits of the Alaskan fur seal 

herd, the Fish and ?Vildlife Service announced today. Ihe pups were marked y,TC th 

metal tags attached to their flippers. 

Recoveries of the tagged seals at sea durf.ng the corn& months or years will 

yield specific information or. the migration ‘habits of the seals. h 1950, rhen 

this year’s pups Tail1 be reedy for killin,:, a statistical study of the recoveries 

of marked 3-year-olds on the kill;;ng grounds will make possible a check on the 

accurx;r of seal censrses taken by other methods. 
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tion was started in 1941 on recommendati.on of the Department of 
Iter Japan notified the U. S. !&vcrrment that on October 23, 1941 it would 

a,brogo.te the fir Seal Treaty of 1911 which prohibi.ted C-e killing, capturing or 
pursuing the animals at sea. ‘Ihe Japanese government claimed that the fur seal 
herd, at lecxt in part, was damaging its fishing industry. Grly investigations 
did not xree yx!ith this contention and the State Deoartment recommended that the 
Fi sh an?! Qildlif e Service bring q-to-date its scientific data on seals to deter- 
mine t’ne validity of Jnan f s claims. Great Bri. tain, Russia, Jsqan and the Visited 
S.ta.tes wert? si;?lotories to the 1311 tr~eaty. 

%e Block Dou~la.s, Q schooner yacht, tC~ras purchased. in l,cj?+li;ythr: Service and was 
refitted at Sava~,ti, Ga., but before it reached Seattle, tq::or was declared and the 
e.~~cdit!cn was sxpended. Be vessel IPJF!S requisitYonod by the K&vy and during tne 
V~or l:J;is in ihe patrol service. It left Seattle to resume the investigation last 
string. 

Dr. Victor B. Scheffer, in charge of the biologists on the Black Doqqln.s, now 
plane t,o chart the passqe of CC? seals from their breeding grow-n the Pribilof 
Isler& in the Ber!n< Sea to ascertain ~&at they eat Cand to ;Inalyze the haz,ards the 
hcr?~ encounters ‘.l.urinCn: the nine months they spend at sea. 
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On the first trip of the Black Dowlas, from fJ:a;: to Aug,~.st, the scientists 
observed the seals travelin: n.ard along the cor.~+ of Z?itisl: Oo1:Lmbi.a and 
f!laska, but only when they neared the Pribilofs were any large groups of seals seen. 

During ‘;he killins season from June 10 to July 31, a total of 61,447 fur-seal 
skins Wre taken. Included were nearly 10,000 from the ‘&year-old class, taken 
e~xpcrimcntally this year to deter*-G.ne whether they are’ sicificantly more valuable 
to the fur trade. Ordinarily only 3-year-old. bachelor seals are killed. Not until 
th?se 4-year-olds have been processed and. sold will title results of this eweriment 
be inown. 

Since 1910 when the Government assumed direct control of the fur setis 
1,367,322 se,alskins have been cropped for market, worth approximately W,OO~~,OOO. 

Ii? mid4ovember the vessel will leave St. Paul Island to travel westwLard in 
ths r.r&e of the migrating seals, as far as the International Date Line, tr? observe 
part icularly h ow far they venture into the waters of the western Pacific. To?,,:F& 
t:z^e py!d of ‘c L;ovember the expedition will turn southeast and observe the ‘seal s c:; 
thei;- sou$hbound journey. 

?,>z:-i sealing operations on the ,Pribilof Islands were concluded on July 3l, COJI- 
struct’ on work was resumed fcllo~;.,ing the arrival of the annual shipment of sqplix 
in &::ust from Seattle aboard a T!TaV-~ supply vessel. The walls and roof of the nz:J 
recreational hall on St. Paz1 Island, which will cost $33,000, have now been com- 
pleted. Xew homes for two native families and one SeyJice e:vloyee have bee21 
started., and the extension to t;!e by-produot.s plant fill soon be finished.. Ka. t e 
r’,rCs I:*~ie been received for the additicn to the school building but l’rork on this 
struckwe must await thz ehd of the school term. On Ct ~&org;e Island tA.2 foundation L* Ud. 
a:;id hails of a new blubberiqg house for ti’;e ?xocess:ng of seal&ins h.We beeri COG 
pleted. 
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