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Tor Releasc SUWDAY SEPTENSER 7, 1947
FEDERAL AID WILDLIFE PROGRAM FOR STATES GETS $9,000,000

Secretary of the Interior J. A, Erug anrounced today that for the ITirst tinme

since the Pittman-Rotertscn Act became effsciive on July 1, 1935, the Congress
appropriated an amount equal to the Federal tax ccllected on firearms, shells, and
cartridges for the year ended June 30, L1947, to »nrovide Federal funds for the

storation ard development of wildlife rcsources in the various States during
fiscal year 198,

The sum apnropriated was $9,031,273.51l~-more than three and one~half times the
arpropriation for fiscal year 19U7.

Under the terms of the Pitiman-Rolertsor Act, as amenced on July 2k, 19Uo,
apprepriated funds are apnorticned to the States on the bhasis of land area and the
number of paid hunting license holders in each State, but no State may receive nore
than five nercent nor less than one-hslf of ome »ercent of the total emount apnor-
tioned to all the States which, for fiscal year 1943, amounts to $8,253,771.63.

Under the new formula Michisan and Texmas ave reduced to $U413%,153.58 each and
therefore top the list in funds. In apnlying the minimum forrmmla Connecticut,
Zelavare, Rhode Island, and Vermont are voosted o receive $41,315,36 each. Ceali-
fornia ranks second with $374,2 3 09; Wew York receives $3h9,520.79, Pennsgylvania
$344, €U42,91, and Ohio $297,77¢ -
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Nevade bYeceame eligible %o participate in the Pittman—Robertson program by
comsralizing its zame adninistration and establishing a Stete Game Commission. It
will be entitled to utilize for the first time the Federal apnortionment of
$153,078.02 by metcl ching 1% with 25 percent or annroximately $ﬁﬁ 000.00.

All States are now narticipating in the -rogrem. They match the Federal funds

§8,263,7TL.63 by providing State funds of 22,754,590.55, raking a notential sun
of $ll,Olo,jo2.Lo available for wildlife rectoration projects, in addition to

$H5,000 deducted for projects in Alacka, Enws rte Rico and the Virgin Islands.
From the total amount appropriated, 3722,501,58 Las been deducted for adminictration
of the Act.
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Projccts submitted by *the States are an-roved by the Fish and Wildlife Service
or. behalf of Secretary Krug to determine sovrincss ¢f character and design. They
consist of surveys and investigations, land acquisition, developmen’ of areas,

Cﬁorulnat1on, and. maintensnce of completed projects., 2Sroject costs are herne



initially by the State game departments, after which reimbursement is made fron
Federal funds for the Federel pro-rata share vinich may not excced 75 percent of
the cost of the project., 3Bach State, therefore, is required to contribute 25 per-
cent or more of project costs from its own funds,

The Federal excise tax on spovting arms and ammunition collected and set aside
in the Treasury in the "Federal Aid to Wildlife Restoration Fund" from July 1,
15938, to Junc 30, 1947, has =zmounted to $36,598,742.12. From this $23,431,273.51
has becn apyropriated to date, to leave & balance of $132,U67,468,61 vhich is ear-
marked for wildlife restoraticn in the Statcs subject to appropriation by the
Congress,

Onc~half of the funds apprortioned to the States is dctcrmined on the basis of
area in squarc niles and one~half is on the basis of paid hunting licensec holders
certified to the Secretnry for the prior fiseal year, There were 9,05& 313 paid
hurting licenses certified for fiscal year 19hb as compared with 3,194, 296 for
fiscal yecar 1945, an increase of 1,560,017, or morc than 20 pcrccnt.

Allotnents to States are listed in alphabetical order as follows:

Alabdana, $123,574.99; Arizona, $174,148,%0; Arkansas, $131,821,18; California,
$374, 2J3.o9, Colorado, $261,043, 50- Connccticut, $41,7318,86; Delawarc, $U1,318.86:
Flu:. ida, 3$111,340.94; ¢ Georgla, -::.u.lc),u..'j.or Idaho, Q.LL.L,)DJ.._)D' Iillinois,

$212,64%0.75; Inil nn, $208,421.62; Iowa, $201, RER.TO- Earsas, $169,55k, 71 Xentucky
v99 O}b 39; Louisiana, $133,931.63; halne 85 n 09.43~ Maryland, $55 057.73;
M235ﬂ0uhsotts, $59, 57u 183 Ilchlgan, $n13,1uo.58 Minncsota, $262 709.71; Missis~
sippi, $119,691. H9' hlSqourl, $225,989.55; Hontana, $258,831.77; Nebvraska,
$175,329.46; Nevada, $159,078.02:; New Hampshire, $53,922.15; New Jersey $76208 96
Few Mexico, $182,054.65; Wew York, $3U49,520.79; Norsh Carolina, $129,»M8.0h North
Dekota, $12u 022,65; Okio, $297 778.46; Oklekome, $161,976,€7; Oregon, $198 _osu 53;
Pennsylvanis, $3U44, 642,91; Riode Isladd Qul,jls g6; South Carolina, $76,491,03;
Scuth thota, $189,858.99, Tenncssee, $128 714.G7; Texas, $413,188.58: Utah,
$157,102.83; Vermont, $41,318,86; Virginia, $13F, h94 58: Wasghington, $cML,709.55;
West Virginia, $139,329, 35 Vlscon31n, $203,‘62.68- Wyoming, $157,163.33.
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