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 INFORMATION SERVICE

FISH ATD WILDLIFT SORVICT
For Irmediate Release:

IEPARTMCTT OF T INTCRICR AﬂYOUﬂCES 1947 DUCE HUINTING RULES

Vaterforl hunting regulaticnc desizned to bring about a very substantial re-

duction in the kill of ducls and seese during the 1947 shooting season were
announced ioday br Actines Secretary of the Interior Oscar I. Charman.
Al

"Further reductions in th huntines season and bag limits are necessary thie
year to stem the noticeatle decrease in vaterfowl which has occurred during the

pact three years," acserted the Secretary. "If the sport of wildfowling is to

. continue, ve must re~ilate the take to less than the season's increase,!

States east of ~ line extendin~ north and south from the western houndary
of liinnesota t0 and includins Louwisiana wvere offered the choice of 30 consecutive
days or a split season of 2L days--tuo nericds of 12 days each. States on the
other egide of this linc vere mermitted to cheooge a season of 35 consecutive dars
or a split seacon of 20 dars—-two eriods of 1L days each.

This division of %he country was made dHecause nestine conditiors cn the
Canadian and Alasian breedings grounds which fe«d birds into the Pacific and
Central flywrrs were far better than in those areas of Canada vhich send the
migrants scuth in the f2ll alons the Hissigsipmi and Atlantic flyways.

To insure further protection for waterfoul, the daily shootin~ heours have
been reduced to the nperiod from sunrise to one hour beéfore sunset, and on the first
deyr of each vaterfovl ~né coot senson huntins iz not permitted pricr to 12 o'clock
noon, including the first day of es~ch split season, In addition the duck bag
limit has been reduced to L a dey and 8 in vpossescion. '

Adopted by Acting Secretary Chapman in accordance with an act of Congress
making effective treatiss relating to birds migratine between the United States,
Canadn, ard lMexico, the amended rmpulations vere apnroved by President Truman on

3w

dJuly 31. They vere recommended by the Pish and "Ml1dlife Service after blological
investirotions and consultetions with State geme administrators.

Salient features of the 1947 regulations inelude the following:



The daily bag limit for geese has been increased to 5 in California, Oregon,
and Vashington primarily for snow geese which are in abundance, but such limit
may include not exceeding 2 Canada gee¢se, white-fronted geese or brant, In all
other States the daily bag limit of 4 has been retained but in Alaska, Puerto
Rico, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, and Uevada this 1imi} may inelude only 2 Canadian
or wvhite-fronted geese or 1 of each, and in thz other States but 1 Canadian or
1 vhite-fronted goose. . '

& daily bag limit of 7 and a possession limit of 14 has been established
for scoters (sea coots), which birds are chiefly hunted in waters off the Ilew
England Coast and T'ew York, .

: ot ! . ; s

This year the Mississimpi flyway States will be opsn to the hunting of
Canala geese, The season in these States was closed last year but this flicht
of birds has shown sufficient immrovement in numbers to Jjustify a restoration
of shooting privileges. i

The season for brant on the Atlantic Coast has been closed because of the
unsatisfactory status of this species.

At the surmestion of the State game departments, a closed season has been
prescribed for snow geese in Colorado, for wood ducks in lew Jersey and West
Virginia, and for mourning doves in Mirmesotn. A short open season for doves
has been provided in Iebraska,

Changes have also bcen made in the seasons for scoters, doves, rails and
gallinmles, woodcock, and band-tailed pigeons in a number of States.

The post-season meriod for possession of migratory game birds remains the
same as last year—90 dayrs.

The regulations do not authorize the talking of waterfowl by means of bait
or with the aid of live duwek or soose decoys.

CPEIl SZASCITS

Waterfowl and Coot.--The oven seasons on waterfowl and coot (except wood
duclzs in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, lMassachusetts, Iebraska, Ievada, New Jersey,
Torth Dekota, Utah, West Virginis and Wyoming; snow gecse in Beaverhead, Gnallatin,
and iiadison Counties in llontana, in Colorado, Idaho and Yyoming, and snow geese
and brant in States bordering on the Atlantic Occan; Ross' geese; pand swans) in
the several States, Alaska, and Puerto Rico shall be as follows, both dates
inelusive:!

~ Alabama, Arizansas, Flo}ida, Georgia, Tentuelyr, liississi-mi,
Uorth Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessce, and Virginie,
December 8 to January 6.
Arizona, flew Mexico, and Oklahoma, October 7 to Cctober 20
and December 23 to January 5. )
California and Oregon, Octoder 21 to ovember 3 and
December 23 to Jamuary 5.
Colorado, Idaho, and Yyoming, October 7 to October 20 and
December 2 to Decembder 15,
Connecticut, Indiana, Louisiana, llassachusetts, and Jew
Jersey, Tovember 18 to December 17, , . -
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Delaware and New York, including Long Island, October 21 to
" November 1 and December 2 to December 13.

Illinois, Missouri, and West Virginia, ¥ovember L to
December 3.

Iowa, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Wisconsin, October 21
to November 19.

Kansas, November 4 to December 8. -

Maine and New Hampshire, October 7 to October 18 and
December 2 to December 13. \

Heryland, November 4 to November 15 and December 23 to
Janmuary 3.

Michlgan and Minnesota, Octobver 7 to November 5

Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, and Utah, October 21 to
Wovember 24.

North Daltota and South Dafota, October 7 to Movember 10.

Rhode Island, December 2 to December 31.

Texas, November 4 to.November 17 and December 16 to
December 29.

Washington. October 2¢ to November 3 and December 16 to
December 29.

Puerto Rico, December 15 to February 12.

Alaska, in Pur Districts 1 and 3 as defined in the regula-
tions governing the taking of game in Alaska, adopted May 15,
1946 (9 F.R. 5270) October 1 to Iovember L; in the remainder of
Alaslza, September 1 to October 5.

Scoters.--Locally tnowmn as sea coots may be talen in all areas during the
applicable seasons for other ducks in llaine, MNew Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Wew Yorlz, and otherwise may be talen in open
coastal waters only, be"ono outer harbor lines, in llaine from October & to
December 16, in NMew York from September 16 to December 13, in New Hampshire
from September 1 to October 6, in Connecticut and Massachusetts from September 16
to November 17 and in Rhode Island from September 16 to December 1. -

Coot.——In Lalze and McEenry Ccuntles, I1linois, October 1 to October 12
fron 7 a.n. to 4 p.n. and thereafter during the seasons and hours provided
for ducks.

Rails and Gallimles {except Coot).--The open scason on rails and -
gallimles (except coot) shall be from September 1 to November 30 both
dates inclusive, except as follows:

Alabama, November 20 to January 31.

Illinois, in Lalte and licHenry Counties, October 1 to
October 12 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and thcreafter during the
scasons and hours provided for duclk

Maine, October 7 to October 18 and December 2 to Dccembor 13

Maryland, September 1 to September 30.

Massacmsetts, November 18 to December 17.

Minnesota, September 16 to November 30.

Mississippl, October 15 to Decemboer 30.

New York, including Iong Island, October 21 to November 1
and December 2 to Deeember 13. ' ’
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Wisconsin, October 21 to November 19.

Puerto Rico, December 15 to February 12.

California, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa,
Montana, Nevada, Orogon, Tenncssee, and Washington, no open season.

Woodcoclk.~-The open scasons on Woodcock shall be as follovws, both
dates inclusive:

Arlzansas and Oklahoma, Decomber 1 to December 15.

Connecticut, October 238 to November 10.

Delaware and Maryland, November 15 to November 29. v

Georsia, Louisiana, end Mississippi, December 23 to Januwary 6.

Indiana and West Virzinla, October 16 to October 30.

Maine, in Aroostook, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Somersct,
Franzlin, and Oxford Counties, October 1 _to October 15; in remainder
of State, Octoter 16 to October 30.

Massachusctts, Movember 3 to November.17.

Michigan, in Upper Peninsula, October 1 to October 15; in
renainder of State, Octobsr 15 to October 29.

Minnesota, October 11 to October 25.

Missourl, Jovomber 1C to Iovember 24. .

¥ew Hampshire, in Coos, Carroll, and Graitsn Counties,

October 1 to October 15; in rcmainder of State, Ochober 16 to
OCctober 30. :

Yew Jersey, October 20 to Hovomber 3. ,

Nev York, north and east of the traclze ol the brgnch line
of the New Yorl: Gentral Railroad fron Osvebo to S"“ncuse the
nair line of the Ifew Yorlz Central Railroad fron S"rucuue to

e Albany, and the main line of the Bogton & Albany Railroad from
Albany to the lassacimsetts State line, October 10 to October 24;
wegt and south of the line above deseribed, October 20 to ovember 3;
and that part of New York knowm as Long Island, Fovember 1 to.
November 15; from 12 o'clock noon until sunset on the opening day
in ecach of these zonecs, and thereafter in all of thc aforesald.zones
from 7:00 a.m. until sunset.

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and ¥Wisconsin, October 10 to Qctober 24.

Rhode Island, Uovember 1 to November 15.

~ Vermont, in Bennington and "Windham Countics and those portions
of Rutland and *Windsor Counties south of U. §. Highway Route 4 from
West Haven to White River Junction, October 16 to October 30; in
remainder of State, October 1 to October 15. .
Virginis, November 20 to Decembor 4.

Mourning, or Turtle, Dove.--The open seasons on mourning, or turtle, dove
shall be as follows, both dates inclusive:

Arizona, Kansas, Xentuclky and Misgouri, Sepicmber 1 to October 30.
Alabama, November 27 to January 25.
Arkansas and Delawarc, September 16 to Novcmber 14.
California, in Imperial County, October 1 to October 31;
in remainder of State, September 1 to September 30.
Colorado, Nevada, and New Mozico, September 1 to Octeber 12.
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Tlorida, in 3rowvar.., Dade, nnd llonroc Countirg, Cotober 1
to October 31; in remainder of State, Uovember 20 to Jenuary 1€,

3
Georgia, December 3 to January 21,
Idnho and QOrecorn, Sentember 1 to September 15,
Illineis and Cilohorma, Senitember 1 to Sentember 20,
Iouisiana, DNecember to Jaruary 29.
l'arvland, Sentember 1 to October 1

Nississidpi, October 1& to Cetober 31 and Janurry 1 teo Jonuory 21,

Tebrasia, September 10 to Septembsr 24,

Torth Carolinsa, Sentember 15 %¢ Senterber
to Janvary 31,

Pennsylvania, Octcber 10 to October 24, _

South Corolinn, September 18 to Cctober 9, and December 22 to
January 13,

Tennessec, Sentember 1 to Octeober 30 fTOﬂ 12 c'clock noon to s

Texag, in Val Verde, Tenner, Uvalcde, lledina, Eendall, Comal,
Eays, Travis, YWilliamson, Ililam, Roberitson, 1»on, Hovaston, Cherolese
fzcogdoches, and Shelby Countics, and 211 ccuniies ! znd wvest

thereof, September 1 to October 15; in remainder of (ﬂ“t not
cluding Cameron, lidalro, Starr, Zapata, YWebn, Knvcrick, Dimmit,
LaSalle, <in Ho; Brocks, Kenedr, and Y ties)

3 )

Dececember 3; in se latter counties,

L em., wntil sunsct, and therenfier,

one-half hour bvefore sunrisc to sunsct,
Virginia, Sentember 16 to October 31.

White—winged Dove.-—The open scasons on vhite-vinrmed dove shall Te
follows, both datcs ineclusive:d

Arizona, Sentember 1 to September 15.

. Texas, in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Zapats, Webd, Havericlr, Hinne;
Dimnit, LaSalle, Jim Hoge, 3rooks, Xencdy, illaer, Vol Vorde, Terrell,

Brevster, Pregidio, Jeff Davis, Culberson, ™adsneth, and Tl Paso
Counties, Septerber 12, 14, and 16, from L p.m. until sunset.

Band-tailed Pigeon.,--The open scasons on band-tniled pigeon sholl b
follovws, both dates inclusive!

Arizona and Tew HMexico, Sentember 16 to October 15.
Californin, December 1 to December 31,

A

Cregon and Yashington, September 1 to Sentember 20.
BAG AID PCSSZSSIOQN LIMITS

On the opening day of the

S
birds in excess of the doily limits herein prescrided,

its or ducks (&10@ the Amerienn and red-brensted

Daily bag 1in
nerganscrs) are 4 in the arcregate of all kinds, ineluding in such limidt

more than 1 wood ducl, Any person nt eny time m~y nHosscss not mers thon ©

including in such limit not more than 1 wood duclk,

Americon ~nd Red-brensted ilerponsers.--Tiantr—five sinsls or in the nqpregote,
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I'o pesscssion limit,
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Gecse nnd Bront (e\c 1wt snow geese 1n 3en
Comnties in liontonn, in Colorado, Tﬂﬂho and
in Stotes horderins on th? Atlantic Ocen

- I
Scoters (sen coots).--Seven, and any nNerson mey possesg not more thon 14,

n Veshinston, Oreson, nnd Californin 5, including in such limit any
combinntion not exceeding 2 of Canodn seese (includins Hutchins or cackling
secse), vhite-fronted gee e u'd bront.

In Aloske, Fuerto Rico, Idaho, Utnh, Arizonn, r~nd levadn 4, 1“c¢“ﬂ¢“
in such limit not meore than 2 Conndn secse /*"CTHdlwb Iitehinz or caczllng

el

2
eese or 1 of ench,
bo

geese), or 2 white-fronted o . _

Ilsevhere than ir the nbove Stnies 3, includivng ixn such linit either
1 Cenndn goose (1ncluk1nﬁ Iateiing or cncl-ling ¢:€~o) or 1 vhite—fronted
£00SE,

Fad

Any Derson moy Dessess not nore fhinn he above hag linits of r~eese
or oront,
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