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INFORMATION SERVICE

FISH A WIIDLIFE SIRVICE
For Advance Release to SUNDAY PAPERS, JANUARY 26, 1947.
REEABILITATION OF PEILIPPINE FISHERIES
retary of ths Interior J. A, Kmg announced today that the Fish and Wild-
life Service, in cooperation with the Philippine Government, is undertsking a pre-
gram of rehabilitation and development of the fisheries of the Philippine Islands.

The fishery vwrogram was one of several Philippine rehabilitation nrograms
authorized by the Philippine Rehabi litation Act of 19U passed by the 79th Congress
and approved on April 30, 1946, These programs are coordinated by the Department

f State and are being carried out in the Philippines wnder the seneral supervision
of the American Ambassador.

Dr. H. J. Deason, Chief of the Oifice of Foreign Activities of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, will have gencral direction of the fishery rehabilitation work,
mugh W. Terhune has been gppointed Field Administrator of the program with head-
quarters in Manila.

The fishing industry of the Philippines, normslly one of the chief sources of
protein foods in the Islends, was largely destroyed by combat action and through
confiscetion oy the Jépanése occupation iroops, and practically no vessels, fishing
gear, or shore facilities remained =t the end of the war, Secretary Krug said.

The new program will seek to aid irn the early restoration and development of
Ticheries. Ocemnographic and biolorical studies and experimental fiching operations

will be conducted at sen to wmrovide basic information on the fishery resources of



the Islands and also to test new and improved methods of fishing which might be
adopted by the Philippine fishing industry.

In addition to assisting the development of the marine fisheries, the program
also will be concerned with improving the methods of the sal t-water pondfish in-
dustry, which provides a substantial part of the fresh fish supply for the Philir-
pine Islands. Research will also be conducted on the processing of fishery prod-
ucts and in market development and distribution.

The marine research and exploratory fishing will be conducted by two vessels
wnich the Fish and Wildlife Service has recently acquired by charter from the
United States Maritime Commission and which are now being converted and outfitted
in shipyards in the San Francisce area. One vessel, the former LT-581l, which has
been named the SPEINCZR F. BAIRD in honor of the first United States Commisgioner
of Fisheries, is being converted into a combination oceznographic vesscl and tuna
clipper. The second vessel, the former AMC-90, which has been named the THRECDORR
m. GILD in honor of a famous American ichthyologist, is being converted into a
ccmbination fishing vessel which will be equipped to operate purse seines and va—
rious types of trawls. These vessels will be ready to s2il for the Philippines
about the middle of March,

The Field Administrator, Mr. Terhune, and his assistant Herbert E. Warfel,
wno will be in charge of the biological and oceaﬁographic programs, will leave for
Manila by air during the week of January 27 to assist the Americar Hmbrssy in con—
cluding final arrangements for the program.
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