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A. Swanson as Chief of the Division of Wildlife 

Research, U. S, Fish and vildlife Service, was annoumxd today by Albert M. w, 

Service.Directbr, 

Dr. Swanson, whose appointment became effective April 15, succeeds Dr. 

Clarence Cottam who was appointed recently as Assisbnt Dire&x of the Service, 

Ache eppointnient of Dr. $618116031 means that the Service’s w+ldl,ife researcfi 

program will be headed b y a man with a wide knowledge of the wildlife mmagement 
\ (I 

L field gained through practical experlience in cooperative research units, R?ederal 

Aid projects, university teach-, and independent research, n said Mr. &y. 

Since October 1944, when Dr. Swamon resumed his work as a biologist with 

%he Fish and Wildlife ‘Service after an interml devoted to teaching at the 

University of Minnesota, he has been in &a&e of the Service1 s important co- 

operative wildlife research unit program. In connection with this and related 

activities he has traireled extensively througbut the country visiting the various 

units which are located in Maine, P&nn@vania, &ginia, Ohio, Alabama, Iowa, 

Tew, Utah, -Missouri, and @egon. He served also as liaison officer 6a Sitt?lBU- 

Robertson research projects in order to correlate the valu&le scientifi16 data 

acquired through the ezgenditure of Federal Aid funds, 

Dr. 5waqsonfs association with the Fish and Wildlife Service began in Apil 

L 
1936 when, as an Assistant Professor of Game &nageahent in the University of 

Ma$m at tiona, ) he served as Assistant Leader of the Maine Cooperative Wildlife 



. -. 1 Research Unit. The’work of these units, which began in 1935, is conducted at 

L. 
ten land+xnt colleges and is a cooperative, undertaki,ng between the Fi s&~ and 

Wildlife Service, ‘the land+xnt colleges, the State game or conservation depart- 

ments,;and the American Wildlife Institute. He served in this capacity until 

June 1937 and conducted research on woodcock in addition to teaching game manage- 

ment and ornithology. 

Dr. Swanson holds the degrees of B.S+, M.A., and Ph.D. from the University 

‘of Minnesota and from 1928 to 1934, during his undergraduate and,graduate college 

years; he served part-time as assistant in the Minnesota Museum of Natural History, 

doing curatorial work with research collections. 

J?rom 1935 to 1936 he was employed as state biologist with the Minnesota 

Conservation Cormnission, acting as technical. advisor to the Commission on all 

wildlife management matters. 

c From July 1937 to February 1941, he was Assistant Professor of Economic 

Zoology at his alma mater, the University. of Minnesota, and was in charge of 

wildlife management teaching and research. A portion of this work was conducted 
. 

in cooperation with the State Conservation Conmission. 

In Pobruazy 1941, he rejoined the Fish and Wildlife Service and served for 

’ more than a year as a Federal Aid Inspector in Region 3 where he was responsible 

for inspecting and approving Federal Aid research projects in ten North Central 
. 

States. 

When he left the University of Minnesota in October 1944 to affiliate him- 

self again with the Federal Service, Dr. Swanson was Associate Professor of 

Economic Zcology‘in the College of Agriculture at St. Paul, in charge of wildlife 

management teaching and research, and the supervision of graduate students. ‘phe 

courses he taught included wi.Xdlife management, techniques of wildlife manage- 

ment, game birds, mammalagy, wildlife conservation principles. and administration, 

2 
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natural history of the vertebrates, and parasitology. Dr. Swanson ta,ught the ’ 

c latter subject to army and navy students who were taking specialized courses in 

the Navy V-12 and ASTP programs. Some of his courses were given at the university’s 1 

Summer Biological Station at Itasca Park. 

Dr. Swanson was born in Kandiyohi County in Minnesota on February 13, 1910. 

He is a member of several scientific societies and the .author of numerous papers 

on various phases of wildlife research. 

Aa Chief of the Division, of Wildlife Research, Dr. Swanson’s headquarters 
. 

will continue to be in Chicago, Ill,, at the Central Office of the Fish and Wild- 

life Service. 
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