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Big-game animals in the United States have been increasing during recent years 

at a more rapid rate than the h-n population, although the present ratio of such 

large game to people is only about one to nineteen, Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Director 

of the Fish and Wildlife Service, reported today to Secretary of the Interior 

Harold L, I&es, 

According to a recently completed tabulation of figures received from Federal, 

State, and 

within the 

private agencies, the populations of all animals classified as big game 

United States totaled 7,148,422 in 1943, compared with 6,748,424 animals 

in 1941, or a gain of 5.9 per cent. king the same period the gain in the human 

population amounted to less than 1 per cent. 

As an aid to the conservation of the Xktionr s living resources, the Fish and 

Wildlife Service began making annual inventories of the populations of big-game 

animals in 1937. Counts are made while the animals are on their winter range, as 

near to the last day of the calendar year as possible, although for a few species 

it has been found better to wait until early spring. Because of the great number 

of skparate enumerations involved, the reports from the 1944 inventory have not yet 

been tabulated, and the actual taking; of the 1945 inventory has not been completed 

for all species, it w&s announced. 

A variety of methods is used in makig the inventory, according to I)r. Cakiel- 

son, depending on the kind of animal and the characteristics of its habitat. .Air- 

$.anes are used in many regions without heavy forest cover, proving successful for 
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&my, elk, caribou., preq+orned ante&pee b’%ghem  sheep, m ouM & n goat, and ’ 

buff&lo+ &oti & t&t& aM I.#& by rhen on @ i&I Cei! MS&o& for d&ri e&q and 

- antelopes, but with buffalo this m ethod is m erous and the ent&ratbrs travel oh 

horseback. Ibe high slopes frequented by b i&&u sheep and mountain goats ususl~ 

m ust be reached on foot. Bears in the l&t ional Parks are som etim es counted on 

their feeding grounds, but elsewhere it usually is necessary to lecate thsir den& 

or trace them  by tracks and claw m arks on trees* \ 

lhe S tate with the largest big-gam e population in 1943 was Pennsylvania, with 

1,104,655 anim als, nearly all of which were deer. M ichigan ranked next with 

731,407, followed by M innesota with 631,8?7, California with 597,625, and Orxon 

with 584,261, Kansas is the only S tate that .has no big gam e. 

Summarizing the inventory, Dr. Gabrielsen s&id that during the two-year pe&d 

from  1941 to 1943, there was no significant w in the num bers of elks, m ount&n 

g@tS, caribou, or grizzly bears. Blati-tailed and m uls deer showed a slight da- 

'\ m 88Se9 which w&S m ore than offset for the deer group by the. incrhase in white- 

tailed deer, . bdv M ountain bighorn sheep dscllned by 10 per IEQBlt, Populations of 

other anim als gained as follows : peccary, 106 per m ; .&ropean wild bear, 98 per 

cent: desert bighorn, 69 per cent; black bear, 29 per cent: m oose, 25 per cent; 

prong+rned antelope, 23 per cent: A m erican bfson, 21 per cent. 

Of all bmame anim als in the Unit eB S tates, 61 percent were on S tate and 

private lands. However, the heaviest concentration per land unit ‘of 100 acres is 

found in the national forests. Refuges m aintained by the Fish and W ildlife Service 

rank second in population density, national par-&s and m onwnents third, 
. 

Deer greatly outnum ber all other big-gam e anim als, the %+hite&ailed, m ule, ’ 

and black-tailed deer together com prising 89 per cent of all the large gams in the 

mu.rltry. At *e other extreme is the rsodland cm%boa, now on the m rge 09 satim - 

tion within the United S tates, with only 15 anim als reporte& 
.,. ._ 
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In ad&ition to the deer, b&-g&se a&&s found in the Uhited S tates in 

num ’bers exceeding 100 thousand are pror-g-horned antelope, elk, black bear, and 

L -pec&ry. Relatively scarce antils with populations ranging from  1 to 16,000 are 

the bighorn she* ,, m ountain goat, m oose, buffalo, European wild boar, and grfazly 

bear. 

Populations of deer in the W ted S tates reached their lowest point about 

1915, Dr. Gabrielson said, when there were only about three m illion of tl’~ss 

anim als in the country, A&though the present distribution of deer is less t&n 

a quarter of their ancestral range, the general. trend of the population has been 

upward during the period covered by the surveys. Ihe increase, however, is in the 

white-tailed deer, the m ost nmerous and m ost widely distributed spscies with 

4,199,739 individuals reported. M ule deer, of which there are 1,756,801, have 

declined slightly since 1941, as have the Ca$w&bian b$ack-tailed deer, Bs latter 

species is found only in the three Pacific Coast states, where there are 3FY,O90 

individuals. 
i 

Ihe peccary or javelina, thk only A m erican representative of the wild pigs 

that are so num erous in & rope, showed a h&her percentage of increase thsn any 

other species. In 1941 the reported.popula.tion IWAS 54,120; in 2943, 111,7& !I!&  

peccaries form erly were m uch m ore abundant, however, inha’biting m ost of the brush 

area ‘of central and southern Texas, southern New M exico, and southeastern’ Arizona 

in droves.. I!erp,ite their reputation for ferocity, peccaries are’usually shy and 

retirirg. 

The prong-horned antelope, a small and graceful m ember of the deer fam ily 

found on the astern plains, is continuing to increase in num bers, Rr. Gabrielson 

said, As recently as the late 1920~s this species seem ed doom ed to exterm ination, 

althou& early qlorers had found it nearly as aWndant on the Great Plains as 

the buffalo. through the efforts of wildlife conservationists, however. refuges 
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for the antelope were acquired and through ‘this and other means the population fiads 

been increased from a few thousand in the twenties to 246,090 animals. 
i. 

Another anti1 traditionally associated with early AmerioEtn history, ths 

American bison or buffalo, sesms to have been rescued from the threat of extinc- 

tion, although present herds are only a fraction of 1 per cent of the nunbers that 

once roamed the plains. &XII an estimated population of more than 50,000,OOO at 
the time of the early settlements, buffalo were reduced to about 500 individuals 

in 1889, Fraan this low point, they have been brought back through the efforts of 

Federal, State, and private or@nizations to the present population of 6,047 ani- 

mals in the United States and some 2,000 in X&IE&. 

Most buffaloes are now in refuges, national parks, and reservations, although 

under primitive conditions tkiese animals nowally made migrations of hundreds of 

miles each year. At one time ex~?erimente Were made in crossir+g the buffalo with 

domestic cattle. Ihe experiments, however, wsre not successful. frcm the practical 

L standpoint, for the result- hybrid, lmown as a scattalo, w was infertilely 

The American elk now occurs in 25 States and is consi@ered huntable game in 

eleven of them. lzle elk, wplich is one of the ‘Largest American faaBbers of the deer 

family, once occurred in territory corresponding to 42 of the present States. * 

IWted persistently because of its good food qualities and excellent hide, by 1910 

the elk were reduced from original millions to about 60,000 animals in only seven 

States. w introductions into many States of stock from Yellowstone Park and the 

%tioaaJ. Elk Refuge in Wyoming, the distribution of the elk has again been extsndsd, 

and the population increased to 233,7l4. 

Although moose show a 25 per cent increase compared with 1941, the cant inued 

welfare of this animal of the wilds is in doubt, The moose live for the most part 

in wooded muskeg and lake regions; when mus@gs are drained and lake tires lined 

with mmer cottages, the mcose habitat is destroyed, Moose are now fou& chiefly 

- h wYam%, Mwtma, Minnesota, Msine, and Iti. 1. v 
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kizzly bears, once fbtrnd in 15 States, mw occur in’ five, !M&ana has 632 

griszlies and Womisg 572; in C&z-ado, Idaho, and MMain$on there are on&t & few 
c scattered individuals, 

‘Ihe scarcest big-e animal in the United States, the WoodLand caribou, 

dwindled to a population of three in 1937, The following year nine caribou were 

introduced from Saskatchewan, and latest reports indicate that the herd consists 

of 15 auls, in the Red Uke rqion of Minneso~. !Ihe woodland caribou is the 

southern representative of the species that inhabits the Arctic Barren Grounds, 

and is closely related to the ?&ropmn caribou of prehistoric times, drawings of 

which &ve been found on the walls of caves ihbited by primitive man. 

A total of 739,396 big-e animls W+S killed throughout the United States 

during the 1943 season, according to records supplied to the Pish and Wildlife 

Service by the vq-ious State game or comervation commissions, In a few instances 

it ias necessary for the Service to make an independent estixate. 

Most of the kill records Wre for the lsgal WI1 in ,open ssason. ‘Ihe illqa1 

kill over tie country as a whole is no mall item and in 803118 locaZitie8 may,equ~l 

more than half the authorized kill, 

The inventory of b-e animal populations by States is indicated i,n the 

accamparuring table, 
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