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From Fish and ¥ildlife Service,
Room 1118, Merchandise Nart,
Chicage 654, Illimols,

SHORTEST GOOSE SHASON IN HISTORY

"Alexander County, Illimois,” declarss Aldert M, Day, Assistant
Iirector, Fish aad ¥ildlife Service, "mow holds the doubiful distinetion
of having finished the ehortest md most intensive goose hunting season
in the histery of Amsrican shooting."”

States Mr, Day, "The season lasted ealy five half days of 45 hours
each~-during vhich $ime apprexisately 275 birds an howr or 5 in eash
minute fall S0 the hmnters' guns in this restricted area-—-soms 10 aq.
miles. The kill reached the staggering record of 5,150 Canada Geese,

To this must Yo added an additional 1,000 oripples, sost of which were
boyord any hepe of resovery.

"On Novembder 24, the first day of the opea seasom, 1,400 geess were
killed aad on the segond day 700. Then the Federal Uovernment teok action,
Oaly three more days wers gramted and the seamon vas drought to a close.
But 1a thoss five shors haif dayr an average of 1,280 birds per day were
brought down from the flook, and had the shooting been permitted at that
rate the entire flight of some 26,000 hoakers sight have been completely
viped out during the past epea season.”

The setting for this erganised slanghter of ons of America’s finest
game Dirds centered around the Horssahoo lake Gosse Refuge, owaed and
operated by the Departmsat of Comservation of the State of Illimois. The
refuge consists of 3,180 sores lying largely within the shallov herseshoe-
shaped lake, from which it derives its mame. I% is an old oxdov of the
Mississippi River, and nov has a water control structure at the southera
tip to maiatala desired levels,
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sportsmen wvho had maintained 1t az & gun oclud, 12 was elosed to shooting
and a progran was initiated % grov feed on the island, Unfertumately,
vhen the origiasl pwrchase vas made, LIile ol She sarranading Jand vas
iaaleind. Swall purchases have sinoe been made, dut the landowmars adjn-
cont to the refuge have found the fmnone from the renting of shooting
privileges so luarative that they do not wast to part with their holdings.
In facf, the imcome from gosse huaters during the past few years has deea
far deyood that from cera and other farm crops. Thus the refugs has desn
responsidble for iscreasing the wlus of the very lands meeded 42 mnlarge
it snowgh: to give the birds protestion,

This is hov the hunting is mamaged: The State fesues licenses o
the lasdowners in the mear wieinity of the lake which perait them to eon-
struct and operate Blinds ar sunkea pits. Wnder present 3%ats law, these
2y be B0 clossr thaa B0 yards wgether. Individwally or as clubs, the
landowners then permit huaters % wse the pits at fees ranging wp %o $15
per day per humter, vhich in eoms csses includes doard and room. Prior
$0 1944, as s0en as & hunter killed his legal limit of geese, he was re-
placed 3y mmothor«~-at the sume fee. BSome fields conSain as many as 386
Pits and as the damters in the more favered spets kill their limits, they
are moved cut and those from the slov pits meved in, while still others
vaiting in line £111 the vasencies. Hunters in one vit teok 44 geese in
ons day in 1939,

The kill of gesse at Horseshee lake during the past fev years has
doen staggering and, in the opinion of the trainsd Violéglsts of the Fish
and Wildlife Servios, sutirely beyoad vhat the floek can stamd. For twelve



years following the estadlishment of the refuge in 1937, the averags kill
vas 2,300 birds. This was good goose hmnting in any man'’s language, bDut
not danmgerous to the fleek saxthers were 50,000 h%buﬁ. then using
the area. In 1937 the take Jumped up to 5,000 dut in 1938 it dropped bask
to 1,200, Then ia 1939, prodadly bsosuse of poor food conditions on the
refuge, the dirds meoved about a great deal and $he kill soared to iha all

The 1945 seancn developed into a Batile of wits Detween the goose
huaters and ¢lud owners on the one hand, amd the Fedaral and Stats Conser-
vation agencies on the other, The oluds and independent operators tegather
sansged to inarease their pits and Ninds from 380 in 1944 to 500 in 1945,
Huaters clamored for a place iz line on the opening day kmowving that the
ssason Right again be shruptly closed as it was in 1944, Hetels, restan-
rants and filling stations were crowied %0 everflewing. Trainsd observers
and lav nt’émt officers of the Illineis Department of Conservation amd
the Yish snd ¥Wild1life Service wvere e hand--and badly werried. Aa sstimate
mnds by blologlists of the twe agensies walng an atrplane over the refugs
and surrounding Serritory a day or so previows to the opening, discleosed
that there vere some 10,000 loes geese than the yoar defore—26,000 now
as compared to 35,000 in 1944, snd l1sss than Malf of the number of Mirds
on the refuge in 1942,

Wiy, Day oconeludes, "Protestion and food for wvinter comeeatrations
mast be provided if we are %o care for these internationsl vieitors during
their 6 wonths' stay in this coumtry. This requires land end waeter, in
large snough units #0 that there can mever again Ye amother Horseshoe lake
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situstion, Vvell-intemiioned as its original sponsors were, this refuge
has turasd into a death trap viere constant vigilance and the resort to
herolc meamares is all that will prevent fotal disagter.®



