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In a colorful ceremony which originated centuries ago in Brittany, the
shrimp fishery, largest seafood industry of the south, today will observe the
traditional blessing of the fleet in Berwick Bay, lLa. In addition to the Berwick
Bay fleet, fishing boats from the surrounding sections will come in some numbers
to recelve the dlessings of the clerzy as the new shrimp season gets well under
way . .

The tlesging of the fishing boats probably dates back to the ancient Breton
custom of agking the benediction of the Church on any vessel about to make its
maiden voyage., DLater, many Bretons emigrated to Canada and then to Iouisiana,
bringing the tradition with them., Today's ceremony in Berwick 3ay is the ninth
annual celcbration of the blessing of the shrimp fleet.

. Although some shrimp are caught throughout the year, the fall season is the
period ol penk production and heavy catches are needed during the next few months
to mate vp a deficit which now amounts to about 30 percent cormered vith last

year, Shrimp nroduction at the principal Gulf coast ports in 1944 totaled 80,671
barrels by the end of July, compared with 117,026 barrels during the same period

last year, according to figures released by the Office of Coordinator of Fisheries
Harold L, Iclzes,

) Canned strimp will be more scarce thap for many years, Coordinator of
Fisheries Ickes predicted, largely because of the trend toward merlceting shrimp

fresh or frozen, This year such a small percentage of the catch is being canned
that the paclz will probably be the smnllest in at least 25 years,

The shrimp fishery is the leadins seafood industry of the south, furnishing
an annual vrocuction of about 150,000,000 pounds, and bringing o larger return to
fishermen thon any other fishery product of the area., Althoush shrirp are caught
comnercielly o1l the way from North Carolina to Texas, about 85 percent of the
yield comes from the Gulf coast and 66 percent from Louisiana alone., Texas is
second in shrimp production, followed by Georgia, Mississippi, and Florida,

The shrimp, a small, lobsterlike creature, has a short life cycle, probably
not more thon two years, Spawning tazes place in ocean waters sone distance from
the shore, and the young shrimp hatch within the first day after the eggs are
deposited, The baby shrimp develop quite rapidly; within a very short time they
are able to swim about and find food. They are carried in by ocesn currents to
the coast line, where they enter river estuaries and bays., By Scptember many of
them have resched commercial size., Most shrimp fishing is carried on in bays,
souncs, and other inside waters, o
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In the winter most of the larger shrimp move out to sea vain to find warmer
wabter, and in the cprlng thére is a zeneral offshore movement of shrimp, The
places vhere tie large shrimp congresnte OfLS“OrQ vere dlS”OVEICL only a few
years ago, ns o result of explorations by the former Burean of Figheries, now the
*121 and “ildlife Service, Soon after tq1q q4qcovery, a few comme rc1a, boats
Operauin& ous of morgw“ City began tolking the "jumbo® shrimp, merizing the begin-
ning of the Zoulsiena offshore fishery which now brings in some 20,000,000 pound
annually, S S

Althouzh the boats first used in the offshore fishery were smell and of
limited range, the fleet is now cowpose; of about 200 diesel powcred trawlers
from 50 to 65 feet long, capsble of trawling from the Mississinni Ziver to Texas
and as far out as shrimp are found, ’ '

Since “c,, 1943, the const uction of more than 330 new siriip trawlers has
been authorized on the recommendation of the Office of the Cooriinctor of
Fisheries, 'hen the last of these Loats are added to the flect, it will consist
of a larzer percentege of new and well eguipned vassels bhmn ever before,
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