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Tne largest pack of tuna since 1940 is predicted by the Office Of the CO- 
ordirator of Fisheries on the basis of recent reports from California, cent.er Of 

the fishery. 

Officials of the Coor%natorrs Office est,izxte that ttie pack will be at least 
three million cases, comgred with sli$itJy less than 25 million last year. j+e- 
?ictions ere Sased on the fact that tl;e eeriy season pack, consistii>g laqely of 
tuna caught Sy purse seiners in the %X of California, was 20 gercest larger than 
the pack for the same period last year. 

Tuna fi&ir.g during the last k-alf of the yea, c is carried on chiefly Zy the 
large clisper s that operate in off&ore waters, usirg live bait and catcLing the 
tuna with hook and line. fittough the success of this fishery cannot be predicted 
as yet, &.lifornia representatives of the Coordinatorls office feal that. with the 
stror2g early season lead, the total pat *k undo&tedly will be su?stant iallg larger 
t,han in 1943. 

Because of heavy military purchases, the larger pack will not necessarily 
mean more tuna for civilians. Tuna, bein.: delicately flavored and easily digested, 
is highly regarded for use in military hospitals. 

The total pa,,_ pir of tuna during the first, five months of t’he current year was 
870,385 cases, compared with 485,095 case. 9 for the same period last year. 
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