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HUNTERS AGAIN URGED
TO BRING IN SALVAGE

"8alvage-minded" hunters and trappers can aid the war program again
this season by seving hides from deer and elk, fats from fur-bearing
animals, feathers from ducks and geese, and discharged shotgun shells and
rifle cartridges, advises the Fish and Wildlife Service of the United

Qtatea Nenmarinant A<F‘ +thae Tntard
wra Lo s LEDATVICIIY VA€ 4G T

This year's salvage cammaign, according to revorts received by the
Service, 1s being backed with renewed ¥Yigor by the civic organizations,
scortsmen's clubs, and vatriotic citizens who res»onded so wholeheartedly
to the drive last year.

No hunter should destroy a deerskin this season because the hides of
these animals furnish the necessary leathers to make gloves and mukluks
which are wurgently needed by soldiers stationed in cold climates,

In view of the smecial market created by the United States Quarter-
master Corvs for these hides, an orgunlzed effort is being made to secure
them throuzhout the deer huntins areas. This is a cooperative undertaking
to obtain adiitional leather goods for the Armr. The Quartermaster Corps,
War Production Board, the Federal Denariments of Agriculture and Interior,
State Game ana Conservation Devartments, snortsmen's organizations, indi-
vidual hunters, hide deslers, and leather manufacturers are working to-
gether to szlvage all the avallable deer and el hides,

Hides must be handled through the ordinary commercial channels since
the Federal Government purchases gloves and cther finished onroducts, but
does not buy raw hides or leather, nor can it accent them as donations,

Hunters are warned, HJowever, thet this request to salvage deersiins
anvlies only to animals 1¢gally taken in comnliance with State laws and
regnlations, In Statee where trading in deerslzins is nrohibited by law,
It is hemed that some means can he found whereby the State game depart-
ments will set up agencieg which can collect the hides and dispose of
then,



To helv meet the huge requirement of glycerine for military, lend-—
lease =ad essentiel civilian neecds, surolus fats from game animals are
needed in the menufacture of nitro-glyecerine, dynamite and other high
exnlosives.

Srmall ;ame and fnr-bearing animals such as raccoon, Onossum and
woodchucit are rich sources of fat., For exammle, it is said that the
fat salvaged frem the carcass of cne onossum will meke enough glycerine
to fire five &7 mm, anti-aircraft shells.

Jown and small body feathers of ducks are needed for lining high
altitude flying suits for avizstors., The down of 10 mallard ducks will
supnly o flylng suit with nrotective warmth against subzero temperatures
anc. with enough buoyancy to keep its wearer afloat for 24 hours. As last
year, the Teathers should be bedy feathers from ducks and gecse, less than
2% inches in length, and dry nicked. ’

Two national conservation agencies have again established feather—
cellecting demote——the Izaak Walton League, 2801 South Halsted Street,
Chicoro, I11., and Ducks Unlimited, 83 Columbia Street, Seattle, Wash,
Pacizeges may be meiled collect bubt they must be plainly marked "Water-
fowl Feathers,"

Local feather receiving statlions are being set un in many States so
thet snortsmen can deposit feathers from which bulk shinments may be made.

Dischar.ed shotgun shells are still being salvaged for their brass
content, The paver should be trimmed off with a paper kmife and only the
base turned in, Hardware and smortins goods dealers in many hunting
comminities arc accevnting the used shells.

SEAVICE EXPANDS
RABBIT PROGHAN

To meet the growing demand for information on raising domestic rab—
bits for food and fur, Dr. Ira N. Gebrielson, Director of the Fish and
wildalife Service, United States Jenartment of the Interior, has drafted
fleld personnel of his agency to ald in furthering the Service's program
to increase the oroduction of rabbits,

Through the directors of the Service's five regional offices in
Soston, wass., atlsnte, Ga., Hinneapolis, kinn., albuguerque, J, lex.,
ana Portlend, Ores,, nmembers of the field force have been designated as
Meey" men te disseminate information to the public on rebbit raising and
to promote cooperative relationships with universities and agricultural



colleges for the develooment of rabbit mroduction projects in each State.

According te Dr. Gabrielson, muich progress has already heen made in
contacting State a-encies and arranging for develovmment of the producticn
NroZram.

The nroduction of domestic rabhits for food and fur has been a project
in the Fish and Wildlife Service since Werld War I. The present campaign
is basged vprimarily on the results of research conducted at the U.S3. Rabbit
Zxperiment Statlion at Fontana, Calif., omerated by the Service,

The results of this research have revolutioniwed the feeding of
domestic rabbits not only in this country but in foreign countrics as
well, 7This has been brought about by develoring a self-feeding system
which is =mcet cconomical, and contrary to vrevicus belief has established
the fact that rabbits nct only vprefer whole tc ground and erushed grains,
but make ore economicel gailns vhen consuming them,

iuch infeormetion based on research 1s now availedble ae to feeding,
breeding and management of domestic rabbits, hutch construction and
omeration, snd the use of small areas such as backysrds or other small
enclosures for radblit nroductlon,

In the nast yecar the Fish and Wildlife Service has mailed out more
than 2C0,000 conies of rsbblt leaflets in resmonse to inquiries received
from every State in the Union and a dozen foreign countries,

Agricultural colleges are being encoursged to mublish bulletins on
rabbit rnlsing to answer local inquiries, To date such pamchlets have
been nublished in 16 States. These colleges are strossing radbit ralsing
as 4-E Club »nrojects,

The Boy Scouts of America hns recently amnroved a Scout Merit Badec
for preficiency in rabdbbit ralsing, George B, Templeton, Director of the
/.S, Rabbit Zxperiment Station, coomerated with the scout organization

in the selccticn of nroper requirements for the merit badge,

In nostewar rehabilitation plans for ex—scldiers, the Service expects
that rabbit raising will vlay an even more imnmortant nmart than fellowing
World War I, marticularly as an occunstion for disabled veterans.

In its efforts to increase rabbit »roduction this year to offsed
the meot shortage, the Service has set a nroduction geal of 11,250,000
veunds of meat——an inerease of 2,285C,0C0 pounds cver the estimated pro-
duetion in 1942,




143 TAKS OF SEALSKINS ERING
PROCESSED NOW FOR 144 SALE

The 117,164 Alaskan sealsiing taken on the Pribilof Islands in Bering
Sea during this nast season——sufficlent to manufacture more than 15,000
fur-seal coats~—are now being dressed and dyed wmreparatery teo being sold
at nublic auction, the Fish and Wildlife Service has advised Seeratary of
the Interior Harold L, Ices.

The 1943 take of 117,164 sizins is the largest ever made under Govern—
ment contrclled sealing., In 1942 anly 137 skins had been taken during
the first dar's sealing omerations when military authorities ordered the
immediate svacuation of the natives because the Japanese were within bohl
ing range of the Pribilefs on Kisks, only 500 miles away. The natives
were removed by transport to Funter Bay, 1,500 miles distant and about
58 miles from Juneau in Scutheastern Alaska.

This cargo of fur-seal skins arrived in Seattle from the Pribilefs
¢n Qotober 15 en routs to the factory of the Fouke Fur Comrany in St,
Louis, Mo., for nrocessing. The processing overation for each skin takes
about 60 days since there are more then 100 distinct manipulations or
treatments involved, each of wiilch regquires great skill and care. 4
furescel coat cortaine an average of from 6 to 8 skins,

Far many years all sealskins were dyed black, but in reeent years
shades of brown have been develomed, Twec shades are now used; safari
brown, a deep chocolate tons, and matara dbrown, which has 2 bluish
bacizground,

The Government hes a contract with the Pouké Fur Company for pro-
eessing the sealskins and selling them at pudlic auction twvice a year,
The net proceeds cf these sales are turncd over to the Treasury »f the
United Btates ince the beginnlng of the fiscal yesr 1918, upwards of
$8,000,000 ﬂas been turned inte the Treasury from the sale of scalskins,

At the fall auction of fur-scal skins from the Pribilef Islands,
held by the Fouke Fur Cempany in St, Louis, Mo., on November 1, the gross
sale amounted teo $717,147, the Service hes renorted to Secretary Ickes.

The entirc offering of 17,525 dressed and dyed slkins were sold at
eciling prices, for the account of the United States Government,

Average prices on fimlshed sealskins were $35.11 for 3,028 black-dyed;
$42.5% for 8,414 katara brown, and $4C.21 for 6,083 Safari brown. Those
vrices represented decreascs of amnreximately 6,9 nercent, 15,8 pcrecent,
end 18.6 nercent, respectively, on the different colors, as compared with
the snring ssle last March,
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Por all finished skins the averasge price of $40.92 showed a decline
of 15.6 ncrcent,

The decline is attributed to lower ceiling priees recently established
by the Office of Price Administration wvhich went into effect for the first
time at this sale.

A record total of 151 firms wes represented ot the sale, of wilch
137 were buyers.

BLUSGILLS AND LARGEMCUTH
BASS IDEAL FOR FARN PCNDS

The two most suitable species of fish for steeking in farm pends
are the bluegill sunfish and the largemcuth bleci bass, according to
Ferm Fish Ponds ond Their Management," a new leaflet issued by the Fish
and Wildlife Service, United States Department of the Intcrior, on pond
management practices,

"The first soecies," says the leaflet "besides bveing an excellent van
fish, svawns througheut the summer and preduces numerous young upen which
the bass feed, and therefeore, grow rapidly. Bluegills are efficient uti-~
lizers of the natural food supmly in the mond nnd should reach a sicze
suitable for human food within 7 to 12 menths aftcr stocking. IZxporiments
indicate thet the largemouth bdlack bass is a better fish for meintaining a
vroer belance in pends than the smallmeuth, which is less carnivorous."

Investigations conducted st the Service's Leetown, West Virginia,
exverimental stotion indieate that in fertilized nonds, best results can
be obteined by stocting 8C0 to 1,000 fingerling blusgill sunfish zad 100
bass wer acre., Both may be intrcduced st the same time, or the sunfish
may be stacked in the fall end the bass early the following soring, At
the beginning all fingerling fish plnonted should bs as wniform as possible
in sige,

In eddition to information on the stockine of vonds, the leaflet
discusses the location and construction of farm ponds, fertilization of
ponds, and the control of vegetation, Fishery Leaflet 27, "Ferm Fich Ponds
end Thelr Menagement," is availadbls for freec distribution unon reguest
tc the Fish and Wildlife Service, Merchardise Mart, Chicage 54, Ill.

This lexflet is surplementel to Fishery Leaflet 12, "Fertilization of
Fish Ponds," ond Fishery Leaflet 17, "Construction of Farm Ponds.M
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SERXICE RECZIVAEB GOOD INCOME

““ ‘v Yo ‘u, . m w& ﬂirﬁs 0H M@Es

’ Pelts taken from fur-bearing animals tranpcd during the 1942-43
season on the nationbl wildlife- refuges have sold outstandingly well

-~ this year, the Fish and Wildlife Service has advised Secretary of the
- Interior Harold L, Ichhs. _ .

£

Most of the muskrats. tho Serv1ce reoorted, averaged betueen $2 and

- $2.25 each, with a few selling as high as $2,75. Mink brought $10 to $1l

each,” while raccoons: and foxes sold at slightly lower nrices. 727 seal

. miskrats, f aken on. the ‘Montezumna Refuge in New Yor', were gold fo:
. $2,544,50 or $3. 50 aniece. '

. During the. nast,tranning season,. 148, 669 fur—bcaring animals. of 13
snecles, wers taken on natienal wildlife refuges.

Fuskrats were most abundant accounting for 138 867 of the total,
with 5,058 rabbits and 1,854 raccoons in second and *third ‘vlaces, respec— -

’fively. Cthet snimals trapped wores 1,352 mink, 554 gkunks, 379 coyotes,
216 weasels, 195 bobeats, and 1less than a hundred each of beaver, fox,

oDOT UM, otter and badger,.

The 1argcst take of muskrats was reported frOm the S@bine National

" Wildlife Refuge in Louisizna where 83,332 pelts were obtained. The Tule

Lake Pefuge in California contributed 37, 871 musﬂrat pelis,
.The refuge fur-hs rvesting program is designed to kEen under control

the animsis that prey on wintering or nesting bird ponulatians. Muskrat

and beaver, however,. are nat considercd as predators, UThe rabbite were

surplus western jack rabbits ta¥cn bBecause their fur was needéd for war -

uUsesy

- PUBLISH BULLETIN ON .
DISEASES OF RABBITS
. Because the diseases of domestic rabbits arc “iffcrent from most of
those observed in other forms of farm stocslr, the Figh srd Wildlife Ser—
vice of tho Uaited Statcs Department of the Thfcrlc_, nag propared a
bulletin whica will cnable producers to rceognlze these discasss and
deal Vlth thom.

The fact th?t few forms of stock raising allow for more than a small
margin of profit makes 4t cssential to keep preventable losses at the

- minimam, mhe factor of disease frequently determines whether the rabbit
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producer will ma'e a success or failure of his enterprise. The health
of his animals therefore must be given great considerstion in his manage-
ment nractices.

In "Diseases of Domestic Rabbits," Bdward L. Vail and F. D. McKenny,
veterinariasns, emnhasize that it is "far more economical to nrevent or
control redbit diseases by ezzectlve sanitary oractieces than to trea
animals that become 3103.’

Diligent arvlicoation of the nrincivles of disease wrevention and
of good animal-husbandry practices, accordlng to the atithors, should
provide rebbit vroduccrs a reasonsble profit from their investments.

"Discases of Domostic Rabbits," is for sale by the Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printins Qffice, Washington, D. C., at 10 cents
2 CovY.

LITTIE KIIOWH 8PECIES OF FISH
AID VARIETY T0 WARTILE KEALS

Thumb-nail sketches of the food fishes in Wew Ingland and in the
waters of the lississinpi River ~nd the Great Lakes, with suggestions
for the better utilization as food of the lesser lmown verieties, are
presented in two' new bulletins recently issued by the Fish and Wildlife
Service, United Statcs Department of the Interior.

In "Fishes of the Middle West," the theme of "food from home water
is featured by the author Rachel L. Csrson, Service biolegist, who writ
"to zcquaint the meonle of the liddle West with their native food fishes

as individunl svecies differing in their food qualities, their ndaptability
to verious methodsof nrepmaration, and their sczsons of availability,

oM
es

"The waters of the Mississinpi River and the Great Lakes are a poten—
tial scurce of several hunired million vounds of foed &n the form of tasty
lake =nd river fishes This rich rcsource of the inland waters is impor~
tant to & nation ot war. 3Because of the growing meat shortage, people
will cat more fish than in pre-war years.®

Many exccllent food fishes are included in the scores which are
native to the Kississipni 2nd the Great Lakes, Some of these, however,
as the author points out, are little known even in the States that produce
them in greatest ouantity. Thesc fishes, if kmown and properly wsed, will
add varicty to wartime mcals and health~giving proteins, minersls, and
vitanins to the dict.
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Under the healing of "Gencrsl guides for selecting and preparing
. & g £ prep
fish," informetion is given on how to duy, when to buy, eommon market
ferms, csnncd fish, salt or smoked fish, fat content of fish, and sauecs

and gernishes,

In the secend publicotien, "Fish and Shellfish »f New Englond,"Miss
Crrson stztes, "Millions of Americans are developing new wortime food
habits, trying food they once neglected, turning te slternntes for long
familisrr wroducts. TFor every onc of the ten figh or shcllfish that make
up more toan four-fifths of New England's catch there ore seven spacies
little known or utilized, many of which could provide tzsty and nutritious
foods.

“Turning to these under-utilized srecics will conserve food rescurces
by lifting the burden of cver-exploitation from such fishes as cod and
haddoclz, 2nd will cugment dvindling supnlizs of protein foods. Ixploring
the seefood markets for unfemilier svecies rewards the housewife znd her

anily vith delightful toste surnpriscs, for scorecely any other class of
food offors so grest o variecty, sc rich r~n cprortunity for menltime ad-
ventures, " )

While both nubliecntions are of narticeunlsr voluc to home eccnomists
end Loms demonstrotion agents, their ficld of cducational intercst is
urlimited. The two bulletins con be purchased from the Supcrintendeny of
Joruments, Government Printing Office, Washingten, D. C., at 15 cents a CODY e

HECORDS OF FISE NOISES GIVE
JAZI PROPAGANMDISYS HSADACHE

Officials of the Officc of Wer Infermation, the Favy, and the Depart—
ment of the Interior sre echuckling over = mress rclerse on fish neises which
uncxpectedly turned into enti-Fezi pronagenda.

Recently the Navy and €he Fish and Wildlife Service recorded noiscs
mede by o number of common Atlszntic figh—among them the drum, ecrosker,
end toed fish, The rccords ~rc mow being uscd in training the men who
men under-sen listening devices so that they will be sble to tell the
differcnee between the nolsce mede by submerines ecnd the rotursl sounds
of tho sca. A story cbout the joint venture wes relesstd by OWI sni wes
widely printed throughcout the United Statss., It wre also nrinted in the
Swedish Pross and was wicked un by the Germens. Within a fov hours OWI
was able to issue the following statoment.

"Phe Tozi agoney, 2.¥,3B., in a wircless disnateh for use by tho

Yermon domestic nress and radio today, rut out whot vurcorted to be merely
an interceting little feature item on the subjoct, "Can fish talki!
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fThe D.W.B. dispatch, os rccorded by the United States foreign brond-
erst intellisence service, gquoteod the Stoekholm nowsnaper Tidnlngon as
renprting from Wew York thet the United States Department of Intcrior's
Fign and Wilalife Division hrd conducted cxnerlments with "delicate sound
instruments® to record the "voiccs of fish " D.N.3. told the German people
thet the tord fish is the loudcst fish and the Intcrior scientists had
discovrred thet "fish cnused strong undorwater vibrations "y grinding their
toctn, "

HFour hours after sending out the story, however, D.N.B, sent the
following message to Gurman editors: M"Pleasc do not publish item nine,
"Can fish tr1k?"

"In the interim, 1t was suggcsted by the Office of War Information,
1t nrobably cccurred to Fazi nrodagendists thrt they had put over to the
German neonle upintenvionﬁllv the point thet the United States now has
mare dolicstc instrumcnts than ever before to dotcct the socunds of Gorman
U~boets. ™

On hesring thet Germen “ronzg“nd" officials were afraid that the
story might lower Gormen morsle, OWI promptly tronslatcd the article on
fish roiscs into German snd shortwaved i¢ to Burope.

PUBLISY oW FEECIPES
FOR CARP AMD BURBOT

To Do“ulfrizc the burbot ~nd the carn - tvn under-utilized spccies of
fish - new lesflots on cooking these smeclcs heve been issucd by the Fish
and ° iluiifo Scrvice, United States Domartment of the Interior.

Prensred by food toehnclozists working ot the Servicel!s fishery
g

technological loborstery in GoLlege Park, Md., the leaflets deseribe in

o

detnil the methods for clesning and dressing the burbot and the carp.

Eleven laborrtory-tcstcd rocipes are presented in Fishery Leaflet
21, "How to Coolk the Burbot", nd B burbot flake sandwich £illings, in
addition to scversl luncheon and dinncr menus,

Fisnery Leafiet 19, "Cooking Carp," gives 8 pnges of rPcinx rs well
informntion on corning carv for temporary preservation,

o]
&)

Eithor or both lesflets moay be obtained without charge upon rcquost
to the Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicege 54, I1l,

2
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FORTY WAYS TO COQK
DOMESTIC RaBsIT HBAT

Rebbit is one cf the most zdantable of meats ond can be prenared
by cooks in meny ways cthgr then by frying, traditionclly the most
vopular metnod of premnrstien, according to the Fish and Wildlife Service
of the Depsrtment of the Interior.

In r new 17 vage lesflet "Rocines For Ceoking Demestis Rabbit Meat!,
40 recines are given, including, of course, the old standby of frying,
Domestic rrbbit meat is mach like chicken nnd is ouitc different then
the meat of wild rabbit,

A fovorite of conks femilinr with rabbit is the recine for Vagabond
Stews

Vagabond Stew

1 mature r~bbit 2 cuns broth (from rabbit)
3 tablesncons butter 1 cun carrots (Julienne)*
1 teaswvoon salt 1 cun tometo sauce

1 cuv votatoes (Julienne)* 1/2 cup chopned narsley
1/2 cun celery (Julienne)* 1/4 cun flour

1 cnion, sliced 1/4 cun cold water

*Juliennci: Out in match-size strins

Cover rabbit with solt wnter and stew until tonder, drzain, and save
breth, When cold, remove meat from bones znd chon cecarscly. Melt butter
in skillet, add potntocs, ecclery, onicn, and carrots. Cover and cook
slowly fer 15 minutes, 4dd broth and teometo ssuca. Bring to a boil and
add meot, vorsley, and szlt. Blond flour and wator until smocth snd 2dd
slowly to stew, stir until thickenecd, and let cookx slowly for 15 minutes,
(six servings. )

Wildlife Leaflot 24C, "Recincs for Cooking Domostic Robbit Ment™,
cen be ovtained without charge umon request to the Fish and Wildlife

Scrvice, korchandise Mort, CGhicrrmo 54, I11.
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WILDLISE OF TIRRITORY
YELDS L0%S PROTECTION

In its offorts to voroctuate the wildlife of Alsske beyond the proscnt
war, the Fish snd Wildlife Scrvice faeccs a difficult t"sk, according to o
renort mede to Scerctary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes by Dr. Ira I,
Gebriclsen, Dirccter of the Scrvice, uwoen his return recently from o two-
month inswection triv of Service sctivitics in the Territory.

The construction of the Canndian-Alsskan Hilitnry Highway »nd other
nilitery highvove in Alasle cnd the ineresnsc in monmulation of thoe Terri-
2 it ifmmorstive thet additional stewmg be taken to safeguard the
reseurecs, the Director declored,

Tre wildlifec of Alsske is one of the threc mojor resources from which
a substsrrnti~1 revenuc is derived by resident trevwmers ond the lleonss foes
snd Tints collected offord o substantisl return to the Federel trossury.
The gpmu caimele rre an Imoertond source of food for the rosidents of the
Territory, s in rnormsl) timus scrve tn attrset snnuslly many non-resident
hunters wiho snend considersble sums of meney, thus benefiting the Terri-
tory finrneinlly. °

At rrogoat, 1t was vointed out, there sro anproxirmately 490 miles of
militrry highweys which offcet 30,000 sguere miles of immortant big-game
snd fur crecs. The weonulstion of the Territory is soveral timeg greater
then twe yorrs ag

The wildlifc resources along those highweys and in adjncent arca
are veluw ble for food, in sunnlying o livelihood for trovvers, ond for
recreationsl wurposcs, "St»ps should b teoken 1mmculatﬁly to scfeguard
these rogourecs bofore the influx of people who will use these highweys
bocoms the cruse of devleting the wildlifc in adjscent arcas,"

Only 14 gemo werdens with 5 airplancs sre svailsble now to patrol the
590,884 squere milcs thet commriec tho Tcrritery, according to the ronori.
The onrosent cquipment and merscnnel of the Alsgze Gome Commission——the Sor—
vicels oncroting sgeney in the Territory——lsgs far behind the current necds.
It is still ecared enly for a prewar wonulation of 75,000 locsl inhabitants,”

Wildlifc ngents arc stotioned at Kotehiken, Petcrsburg, Juncau, Dilling-
hem, Anchoresge, and Frirbeonks. Agonts ot the twe l-tter voints cooperatc in

cirnlene matrols of the centire interior of Alaska,

Highwrys ond scetions adjacent to nonul~tcd arers sre kept under sur-~
voillance by reguler outomodile ond foot patrols. Dosvite the thoroughness

~11-



vith vhich cocrdinated natpels arc carricd on, therc is urgent necd for
mere agents, additionsl ol-né and automcbils cquivment, and specdicr natrol
vegsele, the pevert streescd,

"In snite of hondiesns, the Scrviee is doing overything 1t now cen do
to mretect the Territery's wildlife so th-t when the war ls over Alssgka
will sgedn hold its position as the grentcost game ficld en the contincnt,
It is certein that devclepments brought obout by the war will be used to
build a grortly increascd permenent pepulrtien, Then, more thon ever,
tnere will be o vital necd for the wildlife.f

ALASKA

FISH PIRACY DAYS
0F AL.SHKA RECALLID

In o fishery violrtion ecnse reminiscent of tho early deys of M"fish
niracy® in southeastorn Alnglkr ss described in Berrett Willoughby's
Spawmof the Forth, two fighormen were fined $100 creh snd two trap wntch-
men for one of the large ssolmon-pocking commanics wore fined $300 cach in
¢ Unitcd Statcs Commissioner!s Court ot Juncau recently, the Fish and Wild-
1ife Service hns sdviscd Secrctery of the Interior Hnrold L, Ickes.

The oricinal charge of congnirney invelving fish nirccy was reduccd
to one of illegal fishing aftcr ~ honring in court ~nd the four men, who
were talzen by surrrise when o fisherics vatrol vessel belonging to the
Service arrived ot the trep site during = weekly closed neriod, plesded
guilty to the charge =nd »oid their fincs,

The fish tr'zen in the illegal operntion were confiscated snd sold
for the account of the Govcrnment.

CALIFORNIA

_ RATZBITS INJURE
. RUBHER PLATTS

In order to mrotoct rubber-yiclding nlants on the Guoyule Emergeney
Rubber Progect in Colifornis from furtier depredntions by jock rabbits,
rabbit control has boen instituted on the growing area, according to the
Fish and Wildlifc Service, Unitcd States Devartment of the Intorior.

- e 1., . Y . s 3 4
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Herold Haccler, district agnt in Cnlifornin for the Service, has
reported that jact rabbits elipnod s2g much as 18 norcent of the nlants,
which resulted in ¢ 10 virceat reduction in the survival rate for the »lonts.
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MARAUDIFS COYQTES
CAPTURLD IIT IDARD

‘L. Deyle latthews, Junior district agent engrnged in vredetory
animal work for the Fish and Wildlife Service, United States Denartment
nf the Interior, recently renorted the taking of one adult mele coyote,
one adult fem=le, rnd 6 nuvns in Jefferson County, Idzho.

The s#dult male coyote wos 2 meg-leg »nd had been responsible for
the %illing of 22 lambs during lost Moy ond June, 10 of which were nure
bred Romneys. The coyotes Lrd crossed the frozen Sncke River during the
winter from the desert area on the west snd after the ice had broken up
in the smring, they beceme marconed in o relatively smnll brushy area
east of the river and the killings occurred there when the sheen were
furned out to vasture.

MASSACHUSETTS

TAGGZD SCUP BRLAKS
TWo TAGGING RECODS

Two records were dbroken when o fish derler at Fall River, Massschusetts
recently sent to the U, 3, Fisheries Stotion at Woods Hole a tagsed scupo
which hed turned un among his nurchrses. The scup, FTish =nd Wildlife Bervice
records reverled, was the oldest cne of the svecices on record end nlso set
o new high for the length of tiume o tagged fish has crrried its merker.

When tagged by Governmont scientists at Woods Hele in June, 1932 the
fish was about 7 yesrs old, making its cresent nge 18 years, nnd the time
between trgging and recovery 11 years. The previous record for leng re—
tention of » tag was eight yvears, est-blished by two fish recovered in 1940
from the same trgging exneriment.

Out of the group of scup tegged at Woods Hold in 1932, 18 have been
recovered during the wast 11 yerrs. Of these, two were caught in 1332
immediately following their release; six in 1933, 4 in 1934; one in 1935,
two in 1936; two in 1940; =nd one in 1943.

3esides furnishing intcresting informetion on the age of fishes, tagging
‘experimente gerve = more important purvose-~—thrt of rewerling the often ex—
tensive migretionsof fishes. 3By trgeing some 5,000 epecimens, the Fish ond
Wildlife Service found thet the scup caught slong the corst of southeran New
Englond in the svring nre the same groun of fish talen in the winter off
the noasts of Iew Jersey, Virginis, »nd North Corolinza in the important



winter trawl fishery of that area.

The scur, = deep-bodied fish with redaish browm eides and silvery
underverts, ls one of the common shore fishes of eastcrn United States,
feund from Canc Cod te South Crrolines. The commercinl entch——sbout
20,C000,00C rounds a yorr--vrovides a £o0d thet 1s much ecstecmed,

MONTANE

TRUMPETER SWAY STILL
INCHSASING 1IN NUMELR

amoricels rarest wnterfeowl--the trumpeter swan--once considered on
the road to cxtinetion, has trobled its rnumbers since 1935 when the Red
Poer Lezng Hotionsl Wildlife Refuge wos established in Montans fer the
nrotection ~nd norpeturtion of this swan, Dr, Irs N, Gobrielson, Director
of the Fish ~nd Wildlife Service, has reperied to Sceretsry of the Interior
Harold L. Ickes.

Trumreter swans are found neasting in no dther region in this country,
Dr. Gebriclson smmlifind,

Y

est 221 of thiose huge birds now cxist in the United Steates, an
inerense of 22 over laegt yoarts figare,

Trumuector swan vornulations sinee annunl counts hove been made are

s fr . 73 in 1935; 114 in 1936; 168 in 1937; 148 in 1938; 199 in
1958 185 in 1940; 211 in 1941; =nd 199 in 1942,

trumceter gwon, weighing at leesst 25 wouands ~nd hoving o wing-
f 8 fcet, has been officinlly clessified o8 the largest mizre-
erfowl in Horth America.

With the cxeeption of a few birds thot have boen transnlanted to
other wildlife resfuges, the ontir@ peouletion of trumceters in the
Urited Strtes during broecding scasens is concerntrated in the Red Roek
Lokos Hofuge, in oouthwcbtorn Hontansa, and Yollowstono Hrtional Park in
Wyoming., kost of the birds thet are nct breeding enversntly remain on
leime in Yellawstene Pork in sumacr, while the ma.-rity of the brecding
birds ugd the refuge grourds,

rcfuge was cstablished on April 25, 1935, by Exccutive Order. This
coaet rovealed 134 sdult birds snd 34 cygnets, c¢r young swans, on tne refuge
arce and surrounding lelkes which sro used by the swan, Throe adult birds
were counted on the Hatlonnl Blk Refuge in Wyonming.

Therc were loss than 70 swans in the rosidu-l nopulation when the
Ve
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BeecansoWpounts heve not yot becn mede this yeor of swens on the lakes
of Yellowston® UWational Peork, thu conservotive figurc of 50 birds for this
arca wes zssumed to completc the totel estimate of 221, Scrvice officials
believe, however, thot when the setual count is mrdc, the number is likely
to be greater sinec the rocords for the mast 4 yerrs grve an sverage of
62 birds for the Park. Serious firc conditions hrve nrevented counts in
the Park .

Dr. W=ri Sharp, mansger of the Red Rock Lakes Refuge, who madc the
census, says, "The swan siturtion loos mest cnecouraging, Thoy are doing
a viry good Job of nesting and we have o very heslthy outrut of cygrets
eoch yeer, The count this year shows 4 adults to 1 crgnct which indicitos
o very good population of adults,”

The trumpeter swan frced extinction in the United Strtes in the carly
part of this century., Zarly destruction of thec spocics, it wes cxplnined,
reeulted nrimarily from the hosvy treding in the bird's down and breast
skdn,  Leter the populrtion wes further denleted by the advence of civi-
lizetion, breeding grounds of the swens being teken over for farms ond
ranches,

The numbcr of trumnctors had fallen so lew by 1907 thet many pooplo
striously belicved the bird was extinet, Thoen o smell flock wes discevered
in the Rod Rocl: Liakes ond Yellowstono Park region.

In 1935 the nptionsl sanctusry was cstablished, Although more then
2CC svecies of birds usc this refugc, the SLTVICY hos develeoned the arce
cspecielly for the protection and norpetuntion of the trumpetor swan, A
dem mrintoins constont wetir levels snd small greoss mounds built in the
two mein lakes arc used by nesting swens, Thesc riles of veogetation ro—
serblc musizret houses on which swens habitually nost.

odny, vegetrtion nn thre gancturry 1s not cut for hny or grozed by
livastock. Service officinls assert thet this, in nrrt, expleins the
rcturn of the trummeter

Zed Roclk Lekes Refuge is one of the most cusstonding arces ndminie—
téred by the Serviee for waterfowl conscrvetion. It is an crea of groat
scenie beauty, at an altitude of 7,000 feet—-—a nrtursllr ettrective refuge
and o fitting onvironment for the megnificent trumpetor swan.,

In coneluding his revort, Dr. Gebrielson emmhasized, "Survivel of
this rare, stotely supecics depends on continued wotchfulness for many
A year to come. Loss of only one bird, say the noturslists, often meons
the loss of =n entire breedine veir as frr ss increasos are conccrned,
because the trumpetor swen mates for 1ife »nd scldom t-kes another companion
when 1ts mate is killed, "
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MONTANA

RODENT CONTROL
PAYS DIVIDENDS

Farms in Flathead and Ravalli COounties, Montanz, conglder money
snent for ground squirrel contrel a sound invostment whieh wields ex-
cellent returns, the Fish and Wildlife Service hes reported to Secretory
of the Intericr Harold L. Ickess.

Previous to control work in Flathesad County, according to the Ser-
vice, losses to wheat, o=t, barley and truck crovs from ground squirrel
depredations amounted to asbout 3 mercent annually, or around $54,0CC.

Orgonized rodent contrel conducted under Service supervisien dur-
ing the »ast recr, which cost only $6,200, reduced the losses to $5,400,
sc thet the farmers realized a net saving cof $48,600, er about $8 for
each dollar invested in rodent control.

In Rovaelli County, vhere svger beet, »nea, and truck crops were dam—
aged, the returns fron the rodent control investment were even higher
than in Flatherd Countv-~being $10 for ench dcller invested,

NEW MEXICO

COYOTE CONTROL REDUCES
CATTLE LOSS FHCl RABIZES

Coyote control wor'c cornducted in Donn Ana ond Otero Counties, Few
Lexico, during the opast July =nd August, has very markedly reduced rabies
infection amcng coyotes in thot area and hes stopned livestock losses
cnused by the disease, advises tho Flsh and Wildlife Service of the
United States Denmartment of the Interior.

Before the inaugurstion of concentroted ceycte control work in
the counties, Louis H, Laney, district agent for the Service in New
kexico, rerorts thot 16 cows ~nd 2 registered bulls, bitten by rabdid
coyotes, succumbed to rabies on onc range,
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TEZAS

PRED~TORS IN TEXaS
CAUSH EELVY DALAGE

Pive coyotes, recently cryptured in Brstron County, Texas, by vreda-
tory animal hunters of the Figh end Wildlife Service, United States De-
vortment of the Intericr, were responsible in the last ye~r for the
killing of 500 turkeys snd 450 mutton sheep heving a morket value of
32,700 »ccording to C. R, Landon, district agent in Texss for the
Service,

H

hree hundred Rhode Islond RBeds and White Leghorn chickens were
killed Dy coyotes cn o form nesr Robstown during the szme period.

A Service hunter tock a 32-1b. bobeat on a ranch in Culbertsen
County which hed killed 30 lambs during the twe weeks previous to its
canture. The bebert wns suckling 5 kittens which were slso captured.

Another bobeat wes tropned thet had killed 5C lambs on a ranch in
Presidio County laost April,

Mr, Landon revorted an unusual series of depredstions inflicted
by a lone crinmcvled male covete in Jeff Davis County, which started in
November 1942 #nd continued until the coyote was captured by a Service
hunter on Junce 29, 1943, During this nmericd the coyote killed 28 year-
lings and %wo enr—cld buck sheen, valued nt $20 cach, on the ranch
of M. 0. Means end Son; 152 vesrling ewes, valucd =t $1C each, in an
sdjoining nesture cwned by C. A, Mesns; ~nd almost the complete des—
truction of a lamb crop from 450 cves during the 1943 lambing season
in dpril,

Although this coyotc was continuslly chnsed by dogs and sought by
amateur traypmers, its devredntions continued until at the request of

the renchmen concerncd, Service hunter Guy West, working outside his
agsigned territory, placed 7 trams in the ores ond cought the anlmal,
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WYQKING

LOSS FROW PRoDATORS
IS L.EGE IH WyoMmITG

Predotors preying on sheer and voultry cmused unusually heavy
lossas in Wreming during the quarter ended Sewtembor &0, District agent
Owen W, Liorris has adviscd the Fish and Nlldllfo Servxcc, United States
Departmont of the Interior.

As cxanmles of the seriousness c¢f the vredetor nmroblem in tke
wostern range states, Morris revorts that on July 29 = bear stampeded
an sheop on a rench near Cedy, causing the loss of 39 sheep
which vore driven over a stecy embonkment by the bhenr.

A rorcher ne~r Ven Tassell lost 32 ewes end lrmbs to coyotes in
one nicht.

at Cozeville a rencher lost 11 wurebred rems to steock-killing
bears during » single wo“k in July. Further livesbeclk losscs cersed
vhon Predrtors BEunter Ted Hale removed twe bears from the localiity.

A fermer nesr Torrington lest 17 turkeys to coyotes during the
night of September 14; the following nigkt 30 of his chickens wore
killed irn the seme manner. & neighboring former lost 6C turkeys in
three successive nights during the samé month. Further losses in the

prea were stepped, however, when o Scrvice hunter trapred scven coyctis
daring the following week.
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