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Althoush landings of pilchsrds or Califcrnia sardines were 18 percent larzer
duaring the firet two months of the current season than Lbrﬂng the corrﬂﬁrordlny
neriod last year, the meck of crnned sardines hse feclined swproximately b nercent

hecause of a serious snortape of cannery lsbhor, Cocrdlnetor of rlqhnrloe Horold L.
Ickes ssid today.

Because of the nmuvber of hend operstions involved in connin: sardines, the
labor shortage in the canneries is more scute than in the reduction nlants where

mechines for the pioce551ng of »ilchord mesl znd oil con be operated by 1
few workers.

relatively

Coordinator Ickes pointed ont that San Freancisco andé Monterey, w~here a large
manber of sardine canneries are located, are centers of wer industry and thrt the
housins shortgre makes 1t impossible to bring in additionel cannery lebor. A wlan

transport cancery workers to ard fronx svrrourding ruoral areas so far s not
oroved feasible bhecause of restrictions on the uvse of huses immosed by the Oivice
of Defense Transportetlon, he said

Celifornis landincs for Awrast and Sevterder amounted to 155,552 tong of
nilchards, commered with 137,711 tons during the seme monthe in 1942, Heavy land-
ings at San Francisco, where the catch increased ~cre than 52 —ercent compered
with last year, offeet the relatively moor *vsnlng in the Monterey ares ond were
nonsible for the increase in tot:l »Hroductinm,

The two-month neck of canred sardines was 721,354 coses, comparad with
7L&,690 cases last year, VWhile the San Freacisco pack wes larcer then lsst vear

it is considered swall in view of the hesvy landinge at that wort,

Reflecting the necessary diversion of »n incressed pronortlon of the lendlings
to re ? wction plants, production of meal ~nd cil showed en unward trend. At the
end of Sepntember, the season's productica of pilcherd oil wes 6,828,ul zsllors,
co qred with 5,301,713 rellons for the same period last scason - sn increcge of
29 nercent. The outovut of mesl showed an increage of 17 vercent, from 21,957 tons
during the first two monthe of the 19ES—L? season to 25,717 tons in Awmset snd
Sentember, 1943, Pilcherds are one of the nost imvortsnt sources of animel feed-
ing meals and of oile valued for treir vitamin content and for murercus industrial
nses,
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