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For Immediate Release,

The limited supply of shotgun and rifle ammunition which will be re-
leased for the foll hunting season, together with suonlies already in hunters!
hands will, with judiecious wuse, de sufficient for taking a reasonable crop of
wild game, Secretary of the Intericr.Hfrold L. Ickes said today.

The Wor Producticn Board announced this morning that it had approved
release or 82,250,000 shotgun shelle, 12,000,090 rounds of center fire
arrrunition, and an a2s yet undetermined quantity of .22 caliber cartridges.
This represonts about one-sixth of the quantities normelly used by hunters.

The action of the WPB followed a fact-finding survey initiatcd months
ago by the U.S. Figh and Wildlife Service srncd conducted in cooperation with
an Ammunition Cormittee revresenting State Geme Denartments. Both Federal
and State officials urged the WEB to sllow tk® manufacture of some additional
ammunition for civilians ir crder tc permit the taking of the annuval crop of
surplus gonme, keen predatory animale in check, and protect agricultural crops
from depruoaulons.

“Secretary Ickes pnointed out that the major wortion of the shotgun ammun~
ition is moing male witk steel bascs and does not require critical bdrass and
that the menufacture of a roasonadle quantity of ammunitlon for civilians
will not irnterfore with produetion for war use.

Clvilian hunting normelly can produce z substantial addition to the
nation's mcat supoly. Last year hunters took more than 250,000,000 pounds
of meat as & by-product of hunting for deer, elk, wild rabbits, pheasants,
ducks, =znd goese,

Amminition is also necessary for the control of predators, chiefly in
the Westcrn states. It is estimated thot coyotes, bobcats, and other pre-
dators toke an annusl toll »f as much 2s 5 perceant of the 37,000,000
head of sheep on Wostern ranges. Hunting is also ons method of protecting
growing crons and forage from destruction by DralrlP dogs, ground squirrels,
woodchucks, and other rodent pests, .
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