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Victory Gardens can‘be protected #rom animal pests without the
necessityr of destroying the responsible animals, states the Fish and
Wildlife Bervice, United Statee Denartment of the-Interior.

»1th fooa as essentisl as it is today, both for our armed forces
and for civilians, every effort should be made to nrotect vegetables
growing in Victory Gerdens from undue destruction by animal pests,™
declares Dorr D. Green, chief of the Servicels Division of Predator and
Rodent Coatrol.

Under some circumstances, Hr. Green pointed out, cottontail rabdits
eat all sorts of herbage—leaves, stems, flowers, and sccds of herbaccous
plants and grasses—and leaves, buds, bariz, and fruits of woody plants
or trees, Usually, howcver, they vrefor the most succulent foods, as
young shoots, clover, alfalfa, and garden vegetables,

Because 80 many Victory gardeners have sought information on methods
of controlling cottontails and other animsl nests, the Service has pre—
pared a mlmoogvaohed leaflet entitled "Protecting Victory Gerdens from
Animal Pestsv, which 1s now aveilable for free distribution.

"Cottontails are easily trapped alive," says the leaflet," and
while this method of preventing demage to Victory Gardens may be slow,
it is the best method to employ when the animels damage gardens near
tovns and cities. It would be well for gnrdeners to live~trap the few
rabblts that may be living in the close proximity to a garden before or
immedietely following planting time, tronsporting and relessing trapped
animals in areas where they will cause little or no damage.m

Since there is a closed season on cottontail rabddits in mony Stotes,
gardencrs interested in protecting plots from rabbit depredations should
~ascertain from local State conservatinsn officials when trapping is legal
before undertaking enntrol measures, Mr., Green advised. In a fcw States,
game laws permit farmers und fruit growers t» destroy the animale to pro-
tect crops or trees,

Several different kinds of traps which are very effective for taking
rabbits are described in the leaflet. Many of the animals arc caught in
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the oldafashioned box trqps set with a figure—4 trigger with cord
attached. An improvement on this fanilisr trap, widely used in the
Kiddle West, is the Wellhouse t¥ap, which can be made at home very
easily. Gonnercial trap manufacturing cormanies also meke treps for
taking rebbits alive,

Another popular, and permenent, rabblt trap is made of sewer tile
and is used extensively on farms in Kansas, This type of trap is es-
pecially suitable for open lands and pralries where rabbits cannot find
nany natural hiding places,

kolcs, pocket gophers, woodchucks, and occasionallv field nice,
also can cause damage in qutory Qgrdens.

Leaflet No. 236, “Protqcting Vfbtory Gardens from Aninal PestsW,
tells in detall how to constPuct the Wellhouse and -the gewer tile traps.
A free copy maysbe obtained by writing to the Fish and Wildlife Service,
Chicago, i, - _
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