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Arrangements hava 'deen made for i!le return to -their omwrs ?-';r the War Shipping 
Administration of 34 fishin;; vessels which had beer. taker, owr :jy the i,;avy early - 
in the war, Coordinator of Xsheries FIarold L. Icke; annourlcsd today. 

Thirty 0~ , ' thp vessels are being retumed to owwrs in the dJ.as!;an salmon in- 
dustry. The other foxr are purse seiners used iil ths Calil'ornia sardine industry. 
Xiese vessels .we ir, addit-ion to a mmber of craft being returne?d by the Bray to 
Al-askan owners. 

Y,ack of vessels has been one of the chief reasons {or the fallin off of 
fishery production, It the Coordina-tar said, "at a tine vhen we have been asked to 
prociuce as nevL3r before. Every boat that can be returned to -the ~Yi.shi:q imlustry 
ou,$t to be put back in service as r;Fidly as possible." 

The purse seincrz are !jei:lg returned to a fishery which has been badly in 
need of vessels. me ;?ilchxrd) oi- CalilCornia sariiine, is oi' great ir?portarice both 
for low cost food and as a source of vi.";a?in ri_oA oil alld r.ze& used in anir?al 
feeds. 

The &nurse sexters, so ca7 Ir:i Ij':caLjm,yjFJ i_ /,- t,lle;' fish with iTk?tS v;~lTCll close Up on 
their catch like a purse, are 70-ton vessels--large for ttlsir -t;:~$e. It is zsti- 
mated that -iAese craft can9 if used for fishi_z~ stex5ly throu::n +,he s3ason, pro- 
duce 6,000,OGO (six nillion) noun& or zore each. 

"There are other i:npor-Lailt fis:leries w!lere vessel shoi-tqes are acut~,~~ Co- 
ordinator Ickes said, 'land vie are working w-it5 the War Ship;xi.n~~ hdninistr~~tion to 
obtain relief as soon as pos~i'o!_e.'~ 
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