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Supplementing the arpiggestion made a few. days ago by Food Administrator, 
Wickard to “raise rabb&w in your baok yardn $o add to the total supply of food, 
The Fish and Wildlife mce points out that with meat rationing soon to begin, 
rabbits can help to provide the. answer for the city dweller who. wishes to &row 
a few meals at home, For the time, labr J+& expense involved, rabbits pay a 
handsome dividend in good eating, since. t&y require little space E& just or- 
dinary care, it maintains; 

The U.S. Rabbit Experiment Station at Pent&a, Calif.., operated by the PYsh 
and Wildlife Service of the Department of i,& Interior, is developing and rem- 
mending simple end inexpensive equipnrent for the rabbitry to be built with avail- 
able materials, oftentimes SC-, thereby:eliminating the use ,of strategic ~1~0 
teri~als, George S. Templeton, director of the Station, says that “three or four 
does and a buck of the medium-weight or heavier breeds will furnish the average 
fancily with all the rabbi% meat l&at it will use.” \ 

..- ___ 
\ A new pamphlet recently issued by the Service, “Domestic Rabbits in the 

Food for Freedom Program”; is prlimarily -for use by persons desiring, to establish 
small back yard ‘rabbitries to su#@nent the family meat supply, Ilhis pamphlet, 
Leaflet D3o. 218, gives complete instructions for selectkng breeding stock and 
building hutches . It is available, free of charge f ran either the U. S. Rabbit 
Experiment Station, Fsntana, Calif., or ‘the Fish end Wildlife Service, Mercharr- 
dise Mart, Chicago. 

\ 
hccording to service officials, r&bbits are now being rais&d By the mil- 

lions in even State and in every dimate frcxn California to Maine. Wherever 
poultry raisw is permitted;. r@bits may be kept, aIn fact, many cities end 
towns throughout the West are removing restrictions on back yard rsising of 
chickens and rabbits in ,order to give impetus +vo meat production at home, tiers- 
ever practiq$ble. Meat produced at home also has the advantage of alleviating 
transportation difficulties. 

In the &os Angeles trade territory $@e number of rabbits raised has in- 
ClXased t~outily dur%ng the last 3 or 4 yeers. It is estimated that be- 

a;cd 7 million pounds of rabbit meat were consumed in Los Angles 
In the western States &ere the production of domes tic rabbits 

has become a32 extensive and v&uaUe industw, and where single large rabbit; 
ries keep sev8m.l izkmsand 2uIiUEdS, the me& is served regularly in hotels ad 
?XS~~IJBIIQ as well ifs in homes. .’ 
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All the meat on the animal is tiite. and delicately flavored throughout. 
In food value it is in the class with poultry and other meats as a source of effi- 
cient protein. In color and flavor of meat, domestic rabbit is so superior to 
wild as to seem an entirely different article of food. In addition, hutch-raised 
domestic rabbits have been free also from the disease tularemia, tich has been 
contracted in some cases by persons handling wild rabbits. ~ 

%ck yard rabbit hutches can be constructed of sc,rap lumber, used poultry 
wire, crates and like material that canrbe obtained at little or no COS~,'~ gtates 
Leaflet 218. f Clean table scraps , vegetable trimmings from grocery stores, gar- 
den waste, lawn clippings, palatable weeds, and small l imbs trimmed frorc'fruit 
trem, JIW be-.uti$ized.;to supplement their regular ratio%,” “Par example, at a 
prisori camp in.&.l*oynia-rabbiWee being'raised by-utifising waste from trim- 
mings of vegetable kxpplies from the country gardens. 

. 
'The &&uction of fryer ,rabbits, Wch are ready for market at 8 weeks--one 

plonth quicker ‘then poultry fkykrs--can be conducted dn any scale, from smell units 
of 3 or ‘4 doe& for family' use to large CommercM. rabbitries involving 300 ‘to 500 
or more animals. Individuals wizo raise rabbits for commercial purposes can, with 
Care, dress the rabbits. so. that the, fur also’ c&w be sold;’ Wkite rabbits,.are most 
$esira)le be&use their skins usually bring higher prides; - !@I@ fk is 'used ex- 

‘:, tensivelyiu the hat trade and for making fur gaxments. As fox"qlea.t, it, is esti- 
mated that ~ the rabbit industry is -capable of supplying we&ly millions of pounds V 
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