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“Piehing rights on the Sumquehanna slate in Maryland have not been curtailed 

and there is no intention on our part to do se ,” declared W . C. Henderson, Assistant 

Director of the U. S. Fish and W ildlife Service today (Wednaday 19arember 13.) The 

atateraent was made in reaponre to 8  recent report that commeraial  f ishermen wore m m - 

pelled to remove their nets from the lower third of the Flats where a  Cleaed brea war 

eatabl iahed in 1939 In cooperation with the State of Maryland. 

“The Closed Area is a  part of the f’ermotre Plats where a  large pementage of the 

continental supply of canvarbacks spend the major part of .the amu& open hunting eea- 

son,” M r. Henderson explained, “and each year the Service aeke aommercial  f ishermen 

to cooperate by refraining from fishing on the closed area during the tit&g aeaoon.y 

All the f ishermen are cooperatlng this year, aa  they did last year, the official 

declared, and there is no need or intention of eurtail$ng fishing rights. 

The ob jeet of aaking f iahermen to refrain f ram going on the Closed Area during 

the hunting maeon Is that motsrboats qsed to cross the Flats during fishing activities 

would frighten the birda, and the waterfowl would leave the water and fly ,to other 

parts of the #lats that are open. 

“In order to obtain full benefit from the Cleaed Area, the Biah and W ildlife4re- 

presentatives have made it a  po int to seek the cooperation of f iahernen who have nets 

there by aeking them to lift their trape in thie part of the Ylate during the hunting 

season. 

“That’s all there ie to th&a question,” he continued. *To my  knowledge there bar 
never been, and certainly there ia no need, for coezxien. The f i6hem3n have coopera- 
ted splendidly and we appreciate their friendly spirit.” 


