CELEBRATE CCC .
AKNIVERSARY AT
“ILDLIFE REFUGE

Us So Biologicel Survey
Congratulates Boys
On "Good Job,"

CeCoCo boys, developing thom Mirratory Waterfowl Refuge in
Sohooleraft County, Michigen, are making en inwvaluable contribution to the
nationel wildlife restoration progrsm, seys Dr. Ira N, Gabrielson, Chief of
the U, S, Biologiocal Survey. His congratulstions to -hes camp personnel ceme
on the fifth snniversary of the C,C.C,.

The Seney camp ie joining other camps throughout the netion this week
(Mareh 31 to April 5) in celebrating the snniversery and invites the -ublic to
visit the camp during en "open house" celebration on (insert date) to see the
progress being made at this WMichigen wildlife refuge, C.C.C. bo's, under the
direotion of the Biolorloal Survey, are working to improve the refuge es they
are in 31 other camps on refuges over the United States, They are meking the
refuges more attractive to wildlife and essier to administer,

"CsCeCe boys," says Dr, Gabrielson, "ere familiar figures in meny
locallities thd the public, by becoming acquainted with them ant their work, oan
alz0 see the beneficial effect camp training h;s in preparing them for good
oitisenship as woll as learn about their contributions to the wildlife program,”

The Seney Refuge, in norther Michigsn, is one of the selected arees which
the Blological Survey is im roving with C.CeCe help so that it will attract end
support larger numters of waterfowl, It wes declered an inviolate sanctusry by

an Exeoutive Order of President Rocsevelt on December 10, 1936, Before the
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Survey beran its waterfowl restoration program the sres was largely weste-
land, Thoussnds of duoks snd geese and other wildlife used these marshes
before they were partly drsined, Although the drsinsge wee absndoned, the
ditches that had been dug lowered the water level so that the aree cessed
to attract waterfowl in large numbers,

The work on the Sensy iet‘ugo is lergely mershland restorstion. Dems,
spillways, and other engineering structures for controlling the weter supply
on 20,000 sores of the refuge was ocompleted early last year, Vork of de-
veloping the second unit of about 30,000 scres is well under way, Ultimately,
the Biologiocal Survey expects the refuge to consist of three adjoining umits
covering 90,000 sores, A large part of the land ih this project is State-
owned, and with the coopersation of State officials, the Survey is scquiring
additional land along the refuge boundary br the State in exchenge for Steate
land in the refuge. The State Conservation Department also cooperates with
the Surwey in deweloping and maintaining the refuge.

Already the re: orution ectivities are showing results, Large numbers
of migrating waterfowl ator at the refuge in fell end epring. Blmok duocks to-
gother with pintails, mallards, blue-w.nged teel, and ruddy ducks nested there
the past two sessons, The Survey alaso hopes the Canada goose will return to
this region es & nesting bird,

The CCC boys besan work on the Seney Refuge on June 24, 1935, and have
exoavated 389,937 cublc yerds of eerth in bullding levees, dikes, and jetties.
They alsc removed 166,807 oubic yards of earth in digging channels, ocenals, and
ditched and used 38,808 square yards of earth in fine greding work, In additionm,

one large diversion dam has been completed,
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Twe lookout towers built by the boys emable rafuge officials to ob-
serve the movements of waterfowl and to keep & clos: weich for outbreaks
of fire and lsw violations. Four publio shelter buildings, ‘wo gzarares, and
a vehiole bridre have been built, In addition, 8,308 rods of fenoing, 7 miles
of telephone line, snd & miles of trusk trails have been cospleted .,

The boys have devoted 8,645 men=deys to fire :revention work and firee
fighting, and in ocleaning up 3,090 rcres of refure land they spent 600 man~
days in dismentling =nd sslvaging meterial fror undesireble structuree, They
also devoted 7,370 man~days in develeping lakes and ponde, 1,648 men-deys in
preparing and trensporting meterials used in construetion work, and 1,309
men~days %o other wildlife rotivities, A total of 228 seres were cleesred for
pond and leke citea, Other work done by the carp included cutting of fence
posts, topographie surveys, food and cover planting, soil preparrtion, moving
snd planting trees and shrubs, ¢ nd building of signe end mariers.

"All of these sceon limhments,” seys Dr, Gabrielsen, "help make the
watorfowl snd other wililife on the Seney mershes feel at home, anc will
serve &z lasting tributes to the CCC, Five years ayo when ocur wildlife re-
sources, oxpecially waberfowl, were in ceriocus danger, the Bioloyical Survey
had srestorstion program, ut neither the mesns nor Melepower to oarry it eub,
Then emergensy funds for buying refure sroes beceme sveile le snd s out the
seme time CCC helr for develop ng the refures, This was indeed a happy coine
cidenoe as the scoomplishmenis on record tedey wers only dreemed of I'ive years

sgo."



