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U. 5. Blologleadl Survey
Congratulates Beys
on "Osod Jeb,"

00C doys, dewaloping the &&m Higratory Bivd Refuge in ¥akulls,
Jefferson and Taylor countiss of Florida, ars making an inwvaluable sontridution
%0 the national wildlife restoration program, says Ir. Ira X, Oadrielson,
Chief of the U, 6, Blelogieal Survey. His congratulations to the eamp person-
nel came on the fifth saniversary of the 0CC,

The 5t. Marks Camp is joilning other camps througheut the nation this
waok (March 31 %o April S5) in celadrating the anniversary and invites the
public to visit the camp during an "epen house” celedymiion on {insert 4nte)
$0 ses the pregress Heing made 2t fhis Florida wildlife refuge. Here the
GCC voys., under the direction of the Biolegioal Survey, are working te im-
prove the refuge, as they are in 31 other esaps on refuges over the United
3tates, They sre making the refuges more attvaotive te wildlife and ensioer
to administer,

%0CC boyn." says Dr, Cabrisleon, "are familisr figures im many lecali-
ties, and the public Wy bdecoming ssquainted with them and thelr work, can
als0 sed the Nmﬂ;clal offeat enap training has in preparing them for good
citisanship ss well as learn about their contridutions to the willdlife pre-
prea.”

The 5t, Marks Refuge ia northern Tiorida in one of the selected aress
whish the Mologicsl Sarvay is improving with COC help so that 1t will ate

tract and support larger mumders of watarfowl and other wildlife., Lakes,
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rivers and swamps within the refuge are deing improved, land revegetated and
wateor levals stadilised. Nstablished by Fresidential preclamation en Decem-
ber 31, 1931, the refuge nov contains 53,317 acres mad i{s desoming s wonder-
ful winter haven for weterfowl, The Canada goose is a common visiter aleng
with countless Auaks, especially seanp, dlack ducks, sallsrde and pintails.
HFundreds of gulls end terns remain the year round as do quail and wild surkey.
Hink, rsoeoon, vhite-tailed deer and otter nre asong the sasmal {nhabiteass.

The boys worke’ on this refuge from June 27, 1933 to M¥ay 25, 1934 and
then started again em Apml 28, 1936, During thie perfod thay cempleted 24.8
niles of truek tratls and Build 32 wvehicle bridges, which make 14 easier for
refuge efficiale $0 resch points within the sanctuary.

hioty acres of land have been clasared for a seserveir esite and 7
diversion dame are completa. A sotal of 529,483 yards of earth was used
in building dikes, Jjettles and levees, which enable the Surver $o ocontrel
water levels, It alse has bdeen nagsessary to lay 10,100 square yurds of
riprep aleng banks, remove 3,250 cubdic yards of earth in Aespening channels,
Nrosion has alee Deen cheoked by sloving 5,753 yards of banmke,

Completion of 21} miles ef firs dreak affords fire centrel for wild-
1ife--onn of the moet important jobs on a refuge, Special esphasis is
placed upon fire control sz fire not only destroys wild birds and animsls
tut aleo ruins their cover, feeding and breeding places, In aldition, the
boys have sesded and sodded 77,64l sguare yardsief ground amd rlanted 38
agres %0 foed and cever rlante in suitabdle locations for wildlife,

Two dwellings for administretion purposss have been cemnlated at 358,

Karks along with a garage and 5 other nesessary huildings. Three lookeut
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Sowers offer the refuge guardians voniage peints from which fire and game
poachers my de spotied and the movements of the wildlife observed.,

Thirty-ons miles of telephone line have besn Wuilé and 10 miles of
povar line that the bdoys strung earry eleetricity inte the refuge. Cattle
guards have bdeen 1laid Jdewn at' strategic roints %0 keep out stiray steck.
Ths grounde arcun? the headquarters have been landscaped and signs and
sarkers eonstructed inform the rudlic of doundary limits smd what i n
refuge. A topographie or dessriptive survey of 13,760 aores alse has deen
eompleted,

*All these aceomplishments,” says Dr. Sabrielsen, "help maie the
waterfowl and other wildlife at 5%, Marks foel st home, and will cerve as
lasting tridutes to the OCO, Five years age when our willlife rescurces,
oupedially waterfowl, were in serisus danger, the Bologital Burvey hat a
restoralion progran: bdut neither the menns nor man-powsr to oarry it ofS.
Then emergency funds for buying refugze areas degsme available and sbeus
the ssme time GO0 halp for develening the refuges., This was i{ndeed a
happy ceincidende as the acooaplishmants on recerd teday wers only dreamed

of five yesrs m.”



