Mareh o, lYoo

Fyrauiz G, Ashbrook

Baresm of Mologieml Survey
TUpited States Dypariment of Agriculture

Por same time the fur farmers of the United States
and the New York City far merchanis have complaimed that
smgzlers, opersting behween this comiry end Omada, have
boen selling illegal silver fox skins in the New York mer-
kets. Fur dreeders as wall as donswt fur traders dave
suffered from wach campetition. With the resent convistion
of three men iz New York City, the U. 8. Biologienl Survey
belisves that 2 fur-ssugrling ring which, reeords indicate,
has desn operating for the past three yosrs in the Wew York
Srade arep,ihow been droken wWp.

Aoting on information gives by repressntatives of the
Blologieal Burvey, the Bew York Customs Officlals together
with Survey agesta, looated a mmber of maplieions silver
fox sikins in the dop of a New York furrier. Tae Poits had
Been laft for fleshiag. by mem claiming 0 be Yermont fur

faraera,



Stage for farners Sake purticular pains $o ses that
pelts ave properly prepered bofors deilng offered So ths irade,
the acbion of Ahese nmen i leaving the skims ®for fleshing"
aronsed suspision. The sremts deterained to amit “V: return
of the *fwr favmers®.

A shart time lated » man, driviag a ear with s cuteials
liomnes, enlled for and got tha ikina. NHe was pleke’ 1 in hls
sar aaross from the furwier's office with the pelts i1 his posss
sssion., Mis story comoerning %thelr origin wes wmemvinging.

As a ramult of this arrest the Swrvey d Queboms ageni:,
sasiated by the Bow York Polios, meds further ralds. Tauy
aporshendsd a segond man vith < larger supply of waiunble sile
vor fox sikims. Iz wll, four men were bakmm iato setody.

2er posing for s time as Vermoatl fwr farmer:z toay
finslly ornfsesed that ths skins hed beeon smageled in rou
Sgnds.  Adiittlomal 1llezal pelts wers waoovered. 7w oars zad
& amntity of smugzled silver fox pelts were fimal.iy Lipranded.
1:ter 1% was digcovered ihsi nes of the mem hed dlspossd of
nearly 21,800 worth of pelis Sous single fwr house during Jecember
1638,

Study of as case by sgente of ihe Mologieml Swrvey
trndlostins thst mauggiiag inwoliving articles tn addition o furs
sey beve besn daodied by the hrsaking wp of this gang. It is
quite poasidble that wany stolem furs have deen mmggied into
ikic crniey from Catede. At aAY rate ome rimg of smmgzlers,
»itk oxtensive sparations 12 the Usited S%ates and fia lanada,

has been put ocut of business.



It 15 impescible to 2scertain the amount of ssugzzled
far dispesed of by the menbers of Shis particular ouifis, uy
1% 19 obvicus Uhat, 1if infreciions are not vigereudly rosecuated,
sugh eparations eam werk 2 serious hardsghip on the Americean fur
farmer and honest fwr trader,

Agents of the Bislagieal Sorvey of the U. 8. Devartment
of Agriculture ecopercted with the Now York pelice and the U. S.
Customs mem in catehing these law vislalers, The gullly
iadividmls bave boen sentoncel and a damnging inlet W the fur
tnds das besn plugged.
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