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Wildlife and Wildlife Management

"Wildlife management" was a term un-
known in the vocabulary of our grand-
parents, Today, largely because of
their reckless and ruthless waste of
natural resources, it has become a
household word.

How to preserve the precious heri-
tage which still remains and tc recon-
cile the conflicts arising from the
joint occupation of the entire country
by its native denizens and by man,
greatest of all predators, are prob-
lems so acute that out of the neces-
sity of solving them has been born a
new sciénce and technique, Wildlife
management and wildlife technique are
the terms given to this scientific at-
tempt to make land produce a sustained
supply of wildlife for recreational
use., Such work is being carried on by
a new and highly specialized profession
—— wildlife technicians or ecologists.

Among the first Federal bureaus to
recognize, support, and apprly this
scientific approach to the subject was
the National Park Service of the Depart-
ment of the Interior. Charged with the
responsibility of administering the
most superb areas of natural wilcderness
remaining under the Stars and Strives,
the National Park Service is bound by a
two-fold policy. The Service must rec-
ognize that the national parks belong
to the people and that they are to be
open to the public for recreation and
enjoyment for all time, yet it must
jealously safeguard the primeval aspect
of the areas and protect their wild
creatures, which constitute their great-
est assets, One of the most truly re-
laxing pastimes which the national parks
provide is the novelty of observing wild-
life in its native state.

Direetly or indirectly human intrusion
into these sanctuaries of nature affects
adversely their native denizens, Concen-
tration of people in camps or recreational
fields necessitates provision of sanita-
tion; of such public utilities as water,
lighting, and telephone systems: of archi-
tectural and engineering projects, all
necessary factors in making the national
"pleasuring grounds" of the people acces-—
sible to them, ZEach of these developments
means a disturbance of natural conditions
on which wildlife depends for its exist-
ence, Hence, the importance of the ecolo-
gist, or wildlife technician, as a mediat-
ing agency reducing man's interference in
nature's kingdom to a minimum, is increas-
ingly admitteda



"Wildlife technique" must in the Na-
tional Park Service preserve the biotic
whole as nearly as possible in that ex-
guisite balance which mother nature has
worked out only after untold eons of
evolution, Thus wildlife workers in the
national parks are concerned with the
broadest set of biological factors in the
national wildlife program.

Desirability of coordinating the exper-
ience and research of all workers in the
entire fiedd of lmerican wildlife manage~
ment was recognized a year ago when, as a
temporary expedient, the first and only
organization of wildlife experts in the
world was formed —- The Society of Wild-
life Specialists. So well were its need
. and usefulness demonstrated that at the
recent North American Wildlife Conference
the association crystallized into perma-
nent form under the name "The Wildlife
Society". A mumber of scientists of the
National Park Service are among the char-
ter members of this organization.

Development of all types of wildlife
management along sound biological lines,
establishment of professional solidarity
among conservation biologists, and main-
tenance of the highest attainable profes-
sional standards are among its aims. Ac-
tive membership is limited to those engaged
professionally in the wildlife field, who
are graduates of schools approved by the
Socisty, or who have acquired an under-
standing and knowledge ¢f wildlife manage-
ment and technique comparable to that re-
quired for graduation from schools ap-~
proved by the Society. Associate member-
ship is based upon conditions easily met
by any layman sincerely interssted in
wildlife congervation, Both classes of
members will enjoy the advantages of the
official publication shortly to be launched,
"The Journal of Wildlife Management", edi-
ted by W. L. McAtee, of the Biological Sur~
vey, Washington, D,C.

Rudolf Bgnnitt, associate professor of
zoology of the University of Missouri, is
the president; Joseph S, Dixon, field natu-
ralist of the National Park Service, San
Francisco, is vice president; Victor E.
Cahalane, of Washington, D. C., assistant
chief of the Wildlife Diviasion of the Na-
fional Park Service, is secretary; and
Warren Chase, Soil Conservation Service,
Des Moincs, Towa, is treasurer.
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