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SSUED BY SECRETARY WALLACE

Order to‘Promote Management of Fish
and Game Resources of National Forests

Secretary Wallace announced two new regulations

today for the control of hunting and fishing in the national forests. Under these

et

regulations it will be possible to extend or to shorten hunting and fishing seasons
in the national forests with a view to managing the wildlife resources of these
Federal properties to conserve both the timber and soils of the forests and the
animals, birds, and fish.

In announcing the regulations, Secretary Wallace pointed out that in some
instances they may lead to long seasons and heavy bag limits for hunters of certain

\

enimals in areas where natural multiplication hns led to overstocking of the forest
resources, In some areas deer have multiplied beyond the capacity of the range to
such an extent that they not only are injuring young trees and soil, because of
overgrazing, but many deer have actually died of starvation. In such instances
seasons and bag limits may be increased until the number of deer is reduced to the
stable carrying capacity of the forest,

In other areas, he said, the lands in Govermment ownership are not now pro—
ducing as much wildlife as would be possible under wise management, and the new
regulations will enable the Secretary—-acting after investigation by the Forest
S8ervice~—to restrict hunting and fishing until game or fish have multiplied to a
degree where they are meking effective use of the property. The new regulations

look toward the management of the wildlife crop on a sustained production basis,
coordinated with other essential uses of the forest areas. 237134



-2 -

The Forest Service plans to apply the new regulations only where present
cooperative arrangements for managing the wildlife have proved inadequate.

The National Forests, with 162,009,145 acres of Federal land, are the prin-
cipaliranges for the big game animals of the West, especially during the summer
period. The enlarged program for the purchase of forest and mountainous lands
for National Forest nurposes east of the Great Plains will make these properties
also important aids ir wildlife development and management. That all land should
be devoted to its most productive use is a principle that has guided Forest Service
policy for 29 years. This principle has been applied to range primarily adapted
fo wildlife, and land use plans have been developed accordingly. Although its
application has resulted in a great increase in big game animals on the National
Forests in the last 10 years, the Forest Service realizes there is a need for
more intensive game management, Thig is indicated by the fact that many areas
?till support only a relatively small fraction of the wildlife they might support,
:énd on other large areas there is more wildlife than the land can carry.

"Hegulation G-20 A is designed solely to provide such wildlife management
on National Forest areas or streams as will secure adequate protection, develop~
ﬁent, and utilization of all resources," gaid ¥. A. Silcox, Chief Forester.
éIt is hoped it will promote cloéer cooperation and aid in the application of
practical plans which have been developed by the Forest Service and cooperating
égenciés. It will be applied only where cooperative efforts‘have proved inadequate?ﬂ

The order signed by Secretary Wallace follows:
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WHEREAS, wild life is one of the major resources of the National Forest
land and water, and its managemsent and development are an essential part of the
administration of the National Forests; and

WHEREAS, the prevention of overgrazing and erosion and ths protection of
watersheds, tiuber, and other resources are dependent upon the recgulation of wild
life population to the carrying capacity of the land or water, and such regulation
is 2lso essential to maintain the productivity of such land and water for wild
life; and

WHEREAS, the reguletion of wild life population by hunting and fishing is
the most erffective msans of limiting the population to the carrying capacity of the
range or water and of disposing of any excessive numbers; and

WHEPEAS, the reguiation of hunting and fishing on the National Forests is
effective in reducirg tle fire huzard and in proumoting the conservation,
developnent, and proper utilization of National Forest resources; and

WERTREAS, plans fcor the developuwent of the wild life resources, including
the regulericn ¢ auntirg =ad .fishing, should be closely harmonized with the plans
and objecsives {ov arugemoent of other National Forest resources to insure
the meximum pulliic Tensiits:

A
NOW, THERTFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in the Secretary of
Agriculture by the act of Corgress of February 1, 1905 (33 Stat. 628), amendatory
of the Ac: ¢ dure 4, 1897 (%0 Stat., 11), I, H.'a. Wallace, Secretary of
Agriculture, do hereby mwice snd publish the following regulations for the occupancy,
use, protsction, and administration of the National Forests:

REG. 5-20 4. When the Secretary shall determine upon consideration of
data and rec.twonéations »f the Forester that the regulation or the prohibition for
& specifiel pariod of hunting and fishing upon any National Forest of portion
therecf ig neosescry for the accomplishment of the purposes szbove set forth, he
shall desi-mnate sucn National Forest or portion thercof, establish hunting and
fishing scasonsg thevefor, fix bag and creel limits, specify the sex of animals to
be killed, {1z the fees to be paid for permits, designate the authorized official
to whom application for permit shull be made, «nd describe the terms and conditions
uncer which hurnting and fishing shall be conducted with &« view of carrying out
the purwose of this regulation. Public notice of such designation shall be given
by such means as the Forester shall deem adequate for the purpose. Carcasses of
animnals or fish taken under permit shull be markea or tegged for identification as
directed by the Forester,

REG, T-8%. Upon National Forest lands designated under Reg. G-20 A the
following acts are prohibited:

Eunting, trapping, catching, disturbing, or killing any kind of game or
non—-game animal, or game or non-gawe bird, or taking the eggs af any such bird,
except during hunting and fishing seasons established by the Secretary, and in
gccordance with the terms and conditions of a permit issued by a duly authorized
officer which is valid and subsisting at the tiue.
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