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HOOVER APPROVES 2 MONTH SEASON
ON DUCKS AND GEESE THIS FALL
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The open season on wild ducks and geese has been

set at two months for the coming fall, by amendments to the migratory-bird treaty-
act regulations, adopted by Secretary Hyde of the Department of Agriculture and
approved by the President (July 20). The léngthened season, it was explained by
Paul G. Redington, Chief of the Bureau of Biological Survey, which administers
the Federal game law and the regulations, is made possible by a general improve~
ment observed thils year over the disastrous drought conditions of 1931, when some
species of ducks and geese were so seriously affected that the season had to be
cut to one month.

The earliest open scason in any State will be October 1 and the latest open-
ing date November 16 with the exception of Florida, where it will be November 20.
In Alaska the season will open September 1.

The general seasons on Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe, sora, woodcock, and
doves (except in one county in Alabama) have not been changed.

The new open seasons for ducks, geese; brant, and coot are as follows:

In Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusectts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Now York (except Long Island), West Virginia, Ohio, Indiena, Illinois, Missouri,
Kensas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington--October 16

to December 15;
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In Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota,

Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and Nevada ~~ Qctober 1 to November 30;

On Long Island and in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Kentucky, Califor-
nia, and in western and northern Texas -~ November 1 to Decenber 31;

In southern and eastern Texas and in Loulsiana, Arkansas, Mississippt:, Tennesw
sec, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland ~—-
November 16 to Jenuary 153

In Florida —— November 20 to Jamuary 15; and )

In Alagka = September 1 to October 31.

On ducks the daily bag limit remains at 15 for all species, of which number
not more than 5 may be sider ducks and not more than 10 of each or in the aggregate
may be canvasbacks, redheads, greater or lesser scaups, ringnecks, blue~winged teal,
green;winged teal, cinnamon teal, gadwalls, or shovellers. This additional protectior
has been given to these species explalined the Biologlcal Survey Chief, because they
did not recover from the effects of the drought that prevailed for several years
past on their breeding grounds to the same degree as other species, This drought,
‘together with the effects of heavy shooting and the loss of marsh areas by drainage
and other causes, had reduced their numbers materially.Mellards, black ducks, geese,
brant, and some other specles wére not so seriously affected by these factors, he
sald, because the greater part of their breeding grounds in the United States and
Canada are not so closely limited to the regions that have been affected by the
drought,

The possession limit on all species of ducks and geese is double the daily
bag linit, To two other species of duck -~ the ruddy and buffle~head ——~ the protecs=
tion of a continuoul closed secason has been given. This was made necessary by an

unusually serious diminution in their numbers,
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The bag limit on mourning doves was reduced from 25 to 18 a day.

The new regulations provide an open season of two weeks on band-tailed pig-

eons in California, Arizona, New Mexico, Washington, and Oregon; with a bag limit of
10 & day and a possession limit of the samebnumber. The band-tailed pigeon is a '
westorn game bird and has increased greatly in the past few years under the protec-
tion of a clesed season, These birds have now reached the point in numbers where
they do considerable damege to the fruit crops o:E“ these five Western States.

The number of live duck decoys that can be legally used anywhere in the United
States is limited to 25, The uge of live goose decoys, permitted elsewhere, is'pro-
‘hibited in California because of local conditions, .

The Department of Agriculture was gravely concerned over the condition of
meny of the principel geme species of wild ducks in 1931, Officials of the Survey
reéall-that the disastrous drought prevalling for several years in the Prairie
Provinces of Canada and in parts of the northwestern United States resulted in such
a lack of water on the principal Breeding grounds of waterfowl in these regions that
the 1931 hatch of the birds was far below normale To meet the emergency the Secre~
tary of Agriculture with the approval of the President shortened the open season in
1931 to one month throughout the United Statess |

Investigators of the Biological Survey, who have continued their observations
throughout the winter and spring, report that the short season of 1931 was success-
ful in averting what otherwise might have been an irremediable disaster. The reduce
tion of shooting during the fall and winter of 1931 enabled a good supply of mature
birds to return to their breeding grounds this springs In addition to this, investis
gators of the Survey who are now in those regions report a considerable improvement
in water conditioné. Marshes, lakes, and sloughs that have been entirely dry for
several seasons past, they state, are rapidly filling with the resumption of normal
rainfall over the areas Many species of ducks, however, are still below normal

abundance., :

Officials of the Biological Survey state that, all factors considered, the inmw
provements noted have been sufficient to warrant g two~months season this year, es— :
pecially as protection through lowered bag limit has been given to the specles most
sariously affected by the bad conditions of the past few years, The results of the -
1932 season will be observed closely, however, to prevent if possible a repetition o:
the conditions that brought on the emergency situation of the previous years
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