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Quail hunters and fox hunters long have ,argued as 

to whether foxes destroy so many quail that fox :~umbers should be rekced, thus 

sacrificing the snort of fox hunting in favor of that of bird gunnin:. Xrst re- 

ports of an investi;;ation of the question by the 3ureau of 3iological Survey do 

not bear out the contentions of the quail hunters, the U. S. Departzent of Acri- 

cult ,..:re has announced. Virginia foxes seem to orefer rabbit meat to the SleSll of 

t3.e game birds, it was revealed by an e::amination of the stomach contents of 50 

foxes, nearly all killed in Vir$nia last ‘Gnter. These included 38 <ray foxes 

and 12 r-cd foxes. Rabbit mas .the leading article of diet. &ail remains were 

found in only one stomach, and remains of small noncrame birds in only six. 

l”atcn by 29 of the 50 foxes, t.he rabbits cowrised a’oout 44 per cent of 
all the food material azalyzad. Plice and native rats, taken by 22 of the ani- 
mals, xade up 17 per cant of the w’hole diet. Otlier im-Llortant i terns were : remains 
of 3ou.l try end sheep (the latter prob&ly carrion), about 8 per cent each; 
becch:cxt S and corn , more than 6 per cant on&; and -oersimmons, apples, and pears, 
more t&n 4 ner cent for the three. Considering t& time of year at ~:i;ich the 
animals were killed, the investigators considered the a;~plcs and wars 3s v/ask 
and thoi;;ht that probably the corn was also. 

The invcstipation, which is “Jeing conticucd, was undertaken by tllc b-areau 
in coo>~:ration with the Virginia Commission of kmc p.nd Inl:and Fishcries to clar- 
ify the issues in a. con~rozorsy between fox h-zzt,zrs ~,nd Fail hunters in the 

‘ SO~~thC2EitC??il Statos. kc11 more maturial, rc-erosl,ntin,- all seasons, mlct jf3 
studied to roach a fin-1 dacision, sp:ys 8. L. I:cAti=c, in charge of the b;lrc:eu’s 
f o o d ‘nab i t s re s c ar c’h . I’ On the record of tileso 50 stoi~?&s,” ho S',gS, ” fOXCS 
can not be condemned for thoir food k3its in Virginia. TL~CZ tq/oi*st that CET be 
said is that an o~cnsionnl marauder me.g ;Iooc?. to be Gliminatod.” 
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