INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF INFORMATION
FPRESS SERVICE

WMOASHINGTON 0

Release - Immediate,
April 4, 1932,

TAKE STEPS TO AVOID POISONING
OF WATERFOWL NEAR RIFLE RANGES

Phosphorus polsoning of ducks feeding near the
rifle rangc at Fort Humphreys, Va., has led officials of the Biological Survey,
U. S. Department of Agriculture, to act in protecting waterfowl from this peril,
says a bureau statement issued to-day. The action folleowed the discovery of
phosphorus in wild ducks found dead on the tidewater area of Pohick Creek near
Fort Hemphreys, where grenades containing phosphorus had been fired at- target
practice,

The Biological Survey learned ilarch 18 that wild ducks were dying in great
numbers on the tidewater area of Pohick Creek, a tributary of thé Potomac River
below Alexandria, Va. Autopsies showed that the birds were in good flesh and
apparently had been in normal health. No disease condition was observed, and
parasites were especially scarce. In the digestive organs, however, the investi-
gators discovered phosphorus, tne cause of death. The phosphorus odor was dis—
tinct, lesions typical of phosphorus poisoning were found, and small, pale amber
masses of the substancs wnre identified.

Further investigation disclosed that in recent months rifle grenades con-
taining phosphorus had been fired from the Fort Humphreys rifle range over the

shallow waters of Pohick Creecks On this area wild rics grows abundantly. A
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large raft of wild ducks fed there the day befors $he seriocus losses were dis—
covered, and an exceptionally high tide flonding the marsh area led the birds
to feed farther up the creek than usuval. Their food consisted largely of last
yearls sutmerged crop of wild rice, The birds evidently had picked up with
the grain small quantities of unburned phosphorus which had fallen to the Wnt-
toms. Phosgphoris, vnfortamately in this case, keeps wsll under water, and de-
posits guch as those on the Pohick Creek arsa may remain for gseveral years a
menace to any wildfowl that may feed there.

Somewhat similar circumstances occurred on marshes at the Spesutie
Narrows adjacent to the Aberdesn (Md.) proving grounds in 1923. In this in-
stance the War Deparimsnt cooperated in preventing further losses by patrolling
the area and frightening thse dicks with a flash gun and other mechanical de-
vicess These meagires may not be required on the Pohick Creek arsa, but the
Army officers have expressed their willingness to cooperate in preventing
further losses. These two instances of phosphorus poisoning have led the De-
partment of Agriculture to suggest to the War Department cooperative measureg
for the preventlion of fubure occurrences at other ranges, General advice on

how to protect the waterfowl in feeding areas near ranges 1s bteing formulated.
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