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TAKE STEFS TO AVOID POISONING 
OF K4TEIli;OlG NEAR FLtn;E FLANGES 

Phosphorus poisoning of ducks feeding nesr the 

rifle rangc at Fort Humphreys, Va., has led officials of the Biological Survey, 

U. S. Department of Agriculture, to act in protecting waterfowl from this peril, 

says a bureau statement issued to-day. The action follo!;red the discovery of 

pho spho ru s in wild ducks found dead on the tidewater area of Pohick Creek near 

Fort Humphreys, where grenades containing phosphorus had been fired at- target 

practice. 

The Biological Survey learned Xarch 18 that wild ducks l:/ere dying in great 

numbers on the tidel?ater area of Pohick Creek, a tributary of the Potomac Piver 

beloct Alexandria, Va. Autopsies showed that the birds r;iere in good flesh and 

apparently had been in normal health. No disease condition \Tas observed, and 

parasites vero especially scarce. In the digestive organs, however, the investi- 

gators discovered phosphorus, the cause of death. Tne phosphorus odor W.S dis- 

tinct, lesions typical of phosphorus poisoning were found, and small, pale amber 

masses of the substance :Tlere identified. 

firther investigation disclosed that in recent months rifle grenades con- 

taining phosphorus had been fired from the Fort Humphreys rifle range over t,he 

shallow waters of Pohick Creak. On this area wild ric* grows abundantly. A 
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large raft of v&ld ducks fed there tk-e day br;fQrr? %hs ssrio-1s losses v;ere dis- 

covered, and an exceptionally high tide floodin.; the marsh area led the birds 

to feed farther up the creek than usual. Their food consisted largely of last 

year's su'cmorged cro,p of wild rice. The birds evidently had picked up nith 

the grain small quantitiss of unburned phosphorus yrhich had fallen to the bit- 

tom. P'nosphorls, unfort>matnly in this case, keeps nell under nater, and de- 

posits sllch as those on the Pohici: Creek arp,a may remain for several years a 

menace to any nildfovrl that may feed there. 

Somewhat silnilar ciromstancss occurred on marshss at the Spesutie 

Narrows adjacent to the Aberdeen (Ma.) proving grounds in i923. In this in- 

stance the Var Department cooperated in preventing further losses by patrolling 

the area and frigh%sning the dzcks with a flash b@n and other mechanical de- 

. ncesa These meas'arc3s may not be required on the Pohick Creek arc)&, but the 

Army officers have expressed their willingness to cooperate in preventing 

further losses. These two instances of phosphorus poisoning have led the De- 

partment of Agriculture to suggest to the Var Department cooperative measures 

for the prevention of future occurrences at other ranges. General advice on 

how to protect the waterfowl in feeding areas near ranges is 'oeinG formulated. 
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