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LAND ACQUISITION DIVISION

BEING “ORMED IN BIOLOGICAL SURVEYw-
TEFTENDSACH HEADS NEW UNIT

Secretary of Agriculture Hyde has authorized

the creation in the Bureau of Biological Survey of & naw unit, offective July 1,
to be known as the division of land acguicition. This new activity is author-
ized by an act of Congress, approved February 18, 1929, krown as the Migratory-
Bird Conservation Act. Its purpcss is to meet more effectively the ohligations
of the United States under the Migratory-RBird fTreaty with Great Britain by lessen-
ing the dangers threzivming wild fowl from dreinsge sad other cguses, through
the provision of areas of land and of water to furnish in perpetuity reservations
for their adequotz protection through acquisition by purchase, gift, or lease.
The field of work will extend throughout the United States, including Alaska.

"In order to carry out the purposes of the Act," it was erplained by Paul
G. Redington, chief of %%» Dioloszical Survev, "it %s necsusa~y to ascertain by

exgmination of the rumercus potontial areac to be found thronghout the United

o

-

~ States those that are best adspted for refuges, to make gppraisals in order to
determine thoir character sad value, and to conduct other activities incident
to their acquisition with th» funds made available by Congress from time to time.
the units selacted fur misretory-bird refuges must be of such character
as will best gerwve the purncoses converplated under the Act. ﬁ;ually they will
be more or lecs cxtensive arcas of lowland, comprising marsh and woodland con-

tiguous to or embracing water areas, or they may be areas that were formerly

well suited as feeding and nesting grounds for migratory birds, but now useless



2. o
by reason of drainage de*_:elopmenf:.é or eve;porttioi& and subjee%: to restoration to
their natural conditions. ﬁjhe_ Wigratory-Bird Cdnservabion Gommission created
by the Act will consider a,p'd_ ,,pasg! upoh allAlla.ri’ds recommended by the Biological
furvey for acquisition for refuge Méses. The Secretary of Agriculture is

€hairman of the Commission.

gratory-Bird Conservation Act, the new division will supervise all other land
acquisitio‘n and cadastral survey activities of the Bureau of Biological Survey,
including the Upper Mississippl River Wild Life and Fish Refuge and Bear River
(Utah) Migratory Bird Refuge.”

The new division of land acquisition will be directed by Rudolph Dief-
fenbach, senior land valuation engineer, who hes been conducting work incident
‘$o the acquisition of lands on the Upper Mississippi River Wild Life and Fish
Refuge and elsewhere for the Survey since 1925, Mr. Dieffenbach!'s experience
on various phases of land work has extended over a period of more than twenty
years. He entered the Forest Service in 1908 and shortly thercafter was detailed
to District 4 where he was engasged during the major part of the time and up to
1912 in the elassification of agricultural lands within national forests and
on the relocating of national forest boundaries. From 1912 to 1920 he was in
charge of the surveys of the boundaries of lands being ac.quired in District 7
under the Weeks law, ¥rom 1920 to 1925 he directed the examination and sppraisal
of lands being acquired by the United States u.ncier that act, In 1925 he was
appointed forest valua.tion engineer in the Treasury Department, and after serv-

ing ten months in that capacity was transferred to the Bureau of Biological
Survey to underteke the exsmination and appraisal of lends for ths Upper
Mississippi River Wild lLife and Fish Refuge, and to conduct the negotiations
for their acquisition. Mr. Dieffenbach wap born at Westminister, Maryland,

in 1884, and received his education in the Baltimore, Maryland, public schools,
the Baltimore City College, and the Biltmore, N. C., Forest School, from Which
he received the degree of Bachelor of Forestry.
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