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WATERFOWL, CENSUS PLANNED
BY THE BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

A moathly census of waterfowl at §electéd points
throughout the United Stétesris being planned by the Bidlogical Survey of the
’Uhited States Department of Agricvliure. It will be an aid in administeﬁ}ng
" the TFederal migratory-bird treaty act and the regulations thereunder, for the
protection of birds tha: migrate be’ween the United States and Canada. The
undertiaking is fon the purpese of ovtaining eccurate information regarding
the nnters, distribution, and migration of waterfowl throughout the United
Statecs, Canada, anc Mexlcc The project is important not énly to the country
as a whole and to each of the States, but also tb all orgdnizations that are
}primarily concerned with the conservation of game, all sportsmen, and all
others interested in wild fowl or their conservation.

In carrying out thie projected work the Biological Survey plans to
establish as many volunteer observaiion stations as possible, particularly
in afeas where there is great concentration of waterfowl in winter or during ‘
migrétion. In addition, it is desire& to gather all possible information
regarding the numbers and distribution of our waterfowl during the breeding
‘ season. On the selected areas accurate counts br estimates of ducks, geese,

swans, and &oots are to be made throughout the country each month on the same
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designated dates. When the numbers of birds are small enough actual counts
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counts and estimates is insisted upon as of prime importance to the purpose
of the work. It is hoped by thesz comsuset .%o “earn not only more than

has ever before been possible to know of the numbers of the ducks, geese,
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and their migration routes. By repeating the observations during succeéd—
ing years it will be possible to determine whether these birds, so im-
portant to the svortsmen and to the country at large, are actually increas-
ing or decreasing. It will =2iso threow light cn the causes of local fiuet
tions that often are puzzling. Rach census taker is urged to select the
area of greatest concentra*ioa in his lLocality and one that can be con-
veniently covered in e single day or a moriicn of a day.

This project will be inaugurated during the coming August. Coopera-
tion ig assured from various ageacicss of the United States Government, in-
~cluding the Nationzl Parl Service, Lignthouse Serviqe, Coast Guard, Bureau
of.Fisheries, Bﬁreau of Reclamation, 0ffice of Indian Affairs, Bureau of
Education, and the Forest Service, Weather Bureau, and Extension Service
of the United States Department of Agriculbture. Cooperation has been in-
vited from sportsmen's organizations, conservation societies, State depart-
ments, sportsmen, ornithologists, and other interested organizations and

‘individuals.
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