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FEDERAL. AND STATE GOVEIRNMENTS .
COCPIRATE TO DNFORCE GAME LAYS

vThe recently published directory, compiled in the .
Biologicel Survey, United States Department of Agriculture, of officials and -
orgénizations éoncerned with the protection of birds and game (Department Cir;
cular No. 398-C), shows the character of the many groups interested in the

- conservation of wild life. The protection of game animals and birds, fur ani-
mals, and fish is seen to be backed by thse Federal Governmentb,. by State gpverné
mente, and by 1nternationai, national, State; and local organizations, and is
encouraged by Audubon Societies and otber_nature cluPs. So numeroﬁs are these
that purely local orgsnizations are omitted from the directory. andvoﬁly thﬁse
are listed that are of State-wide séope or 1érger. These number 210, of ﬁhicﬁ
70.are governnental agencies, 19 are iﬁternational,‘ﬁational. or Canadian_or~
ganizations, and 121 are State or Provincial'asaociations, including Audubon
SOéigties and State di?isionsvof the Izaak Walton League of Americe.

Whereas the fﬁn¢fions of all have to do with the encouragement of wild
1ife conservation in an educational or other way, actual enforcement of game,
fur, and fish laws is in the hands of Federal or State governmentaltagencies.
The publication of the coordinated lists of the oftficials and'organizatinns is
only one form of cooperation on the part of the Federal Government. In the
enforcement of the game and fur laws £here is also cooperation of such direct‘
nature as to give.concern to violators and others not inclined to obsérve the
laws. Twurconcrete-examples wil;-demonétrate how the Federal and State Govern-
ments ;re cooperating, one ghowing how a State is essistirg in the enforcement
of Pederal game regulations and the other how the United States game wardens

employed by the Biological Survey aid the various States in apprehending vio-
“Rotors of thelr game and fur laws. '
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State Coomeration

Recent Federal regulations under the migratory-bird treaty act made the
popening date of the season on wild ducks in California October 16, and thus
rendered ineffective the provisions of the State law that would have opened the
season on October 1. Under the same regulations the season might continue until
January 31, except for the fact that the California law now in force would be
violated by hunting after January 15. Both the State law and the Federal regu-
lations contemplated a season of 31 months, but the 4 months maximum extent under
the conflicting'dates is actually shortened to 3 months, the Federal regulations .
cutting off the first half of October allowed by the State, and the State law
lopping off the last half of January provided by the Federal regulatioms.

To help enforce the Federal regulations, the California Fish and Game i .
Commission not only gave wide publicity to the deferred opening date but atl the
same time served warning that the provisions of the regulations adopted by the
Secretary of Agriculture and promulgated by the President would be rigidly en-
forced by all its State wardens, who were instructed to cooperate with the United
States wardens to this end. The only hope that Czlifornia's sportsmen have of
enjoying a full waterfowl season of 31 months lies in the possibility that the
State legislature, when it meets in January, 1927, may act on a propesed measure
to add two weeks to the end of the seasdn to meke it conform with the season al-
lowed under the Federsl regulations.

Federal Cooperation

The Federal Government in turn can give assistance to State authorities
threugh the fact that United States geme warders, in the course of their activi-
ties in the enfeorcement of the migratory-bird and other Federal game laws, con-
stantly encounter violations of State laws. TRach of these wardens is thus in
position to render substantial cocparation to State authorities in the enforce-
ment of their game, fish, and fur legislation. ZExamination by United States game
wardens of the records of raw-fur receiving houses has proved a fertile field of
cooperation, and thousands of reports of aspparent violations of State lawz pro-
tecting fur animals and regulating the shipmeni of pelis are annually refsrrod
by Federal wardens to State game authorities for investigation. In many insiances
it is necessary to follow up these reports aznd etill further 2id the Siate in
procecutions by obtaining censignce affidavits covering the receipt of shirtuments
end the original canceled checks for payment, and in many cases the original cor-
respondence between the shipper and the consignes. There is a good percentaze of

tate convictions based cn this information, ard the value of this Federal serv-
iza is being more and more appreciated by the various State game departments.
For the past few years penalties and forfeitures accoruing to the States as a re-
sult of information furnizhzd by United States wardens have amounted to from

$20,000 to $25,000 annually. : ‘
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