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MWeHEET CROWING FOR GAME
PROPAGATED IN CAPTIVITY

The importsnce of the industry of raising game birds
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captivity nast be judged from the standmoint of both production and conswrmption

2f the products, as is the case with the nouliry inductry in general. According
to the Tnitsd States Department of Agriculture there ars more individuals di-

rechily interasted in weening and breeding fovls then in the nroduction of any

other class of animals or any :slass of slants. The dirds wroduced in this way
inciuvde not orly chickens, turkeys, and zuines fowle; but alsc pheasants, nea-
fowle, ostrichkes, and migrateory wolerfowl--ducks, geese, and swans--and these

zre raised in all narts of the Urived States and under a greal variety of cond

tions. To a discussion in the latest Yearbocik ¢f the Department of Agricultwure
or the cconomic importance of the ~oultry industry in the United States, W. L.
McAtee, of the Biological Survey has cogtributed the following chapter on "The
Gams Poultry Industry:"

In the United States the gane-»ird murkst has undergone a complete change
within a gensration. Formerly this market veas as well supplied both in guantity
and variety as any in the world, the game consisting entirely of wild birds
Jow, after alrmost complete elimination for a peridd of wears through legal re-
strictions, the game-bird markel, although snormously decrsased, is gradually

srowing. The birds marketed, novaver, except for ceriain irported species, are

for the most part propagated in cantivity.
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Betwsen 1870 and 1880 the nassenger pigeon was shnipred literally by

to a FNew Yorlr dealer

the corlozd, and a singls comsizmment of prairie chi

weigned 20 tong, Vild ducks by the lens of theusands were pourad into the

-

gane markets o2ds of the covniry. It gradu-

easily catersd to becaunzs of
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des for shirping and merketiny, vas renilliy dsrpleting the rild

stock. Oonzervation iaws multinlied, sale was prohibited, and thro
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the Foleral migratory bird treaty act of 1918, the market for —ild

This law, as well as those of numerons States, hass pro~iszions decisred

Pel

to pewmait and encourage artificial propagation of game birds tnd thcir market-
ing under restrictions intended to prevent drarts on the =i eteck, snch as

our former experience proved to be inccomatible with it3 rain’en-ncs. Such

lecial

on has developed nnevenly, as is usually the case when the 48 Stztes
act independently. No fawer thon 28 States have froir tc goed iamg on the sub-
ject, and at least 12 othsrs have made a tesinninz., The

One, and gzme breeders should realize that there is no digiositiv

them; rather the almoct -iniversal d651r° is to encourage them €0 far 23 can be
L]

done without endangering cur present standgard of arotection of vild gene.

The propagation and szle of i

F waterfoul {(thnt i, wild dvels,
geese, and svans) is legal -wder reguiations isgued by tio Szoretary of Aari-

culture, and thousands of parzong hnav
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nossess, propagate, and sell birds
show that in one ysar 4,291 gzme broc

of vhich about 12,20C were sold for

for decoys), 10,100 for feod, and 8,000 wers catesn o
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The breeding of nommigratory game birds, such as pneasants and quall, is

istices as tc the extent of the 1ir

prs

under State regulation, hut sta
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dustry are very
unsatisfactory. State gzame departments in a oumber of instances reer ard dis-
tribute many pheasants, but this activity con not be reckored in estimating the
commercial importance of the propagation of these birds. Definite totals can
hardly be attempted with present knowledge of the sabjact, but the statement
may be ventured that the 13,100 naeasante, exclusive of imortaticns, seld for
food in New York and New Jersey in 1922 exceeded the nunber sold for such use
in other States. The nuaber sold for propagaing and stecking purnocses doubit-
less is far larger, but defirnite Tigures havs bheen unobtainadle. So far as in-
dividuwal propagators are concerned the dota availsble weould indicate that,
vhile fever are engaged in the culture of wunland than of agvatic game birds,
the mumbers of these “irds cold for nropagation and for food are somewhatl
larger.

Under present conditions the market for artificially pronagated game
tirds is mainly with thoge desiring to engage in rearing the dirds and with
sportsmen who wigh to use them for decoys ard for restocking shooting coverts.
Prices realized from these sources ars so-high that only a limited demand ex-
ists for the birds for table use, mainly by the mogt luxurious hotels and clubs.
So long as the demand for decoy, stocking, and vropagating birds absorbs most
of the output at farcy prices, it is not likely that production of birds for
food will become mmch more important than it is at present. However, should
the rearing of game birds continue to increase, prices would decrease and a
more general market could be established.
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