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"G TFAD SFCT CAULES

CISCTIYG OF MAKNY DUCKS

Lead poisoning due to eating chot is a malady of various species of
wild ducks which of recent yeais has attracted abtteation among persons in-
terested in game birds in the United States. It is thovght by the Bitlogical
Survey thet a muber of species in addition to thoge gbout g&}chrfacté are

.knowvn may have teen pcisoned in the same way. At present 1i£tle can be done
about lead poisoning beyon& calling attenticn to its prevalence and descrid-
ing ite cauve and symptoms.

From year to year a large quantity of expended shot is derosited in
the mud about shooting points and tlinds in marshes, shallow baysbfagd lakes.
Many bieds {ind and swallow these lezden pellets while searching for food and

_ become seriously affocted by the poison thus tsken. The mallrrd, convas-
back, and pintail ducks and whistling swens have suffered most. It is be-
lieved thet the trouble is gencrally prevalent throughout the country.

Snortsmen and others interested in this condition among wild ducks
will find further details in the United States Department of<Agriculture
Bulletin 793, Lead Poisening in Waterlowl, by Alexander Wotmore of the Bio-
logical Survey. The bulletin may be had while the supply lasts by addressing
the Division of Publications, United States Department cf Agriculture, at
Washington, D. C.
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